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FILE 770:79, making its hairbreadth escape from an
avalanche of April news (George Flynn: "Oh, yes, the DC
bid folded: that's last week's crisis") hits your mailbox
on one bounce from Mike Glyer of 5828 Woodman Ave, #2, Van
Nuys CA 91401, Here's some more of the long-promised
clean-out-the-File-770-files issue. Stay close to fan
news by subscribing 5 issues for $53.00, $1.23 overseas air
printed matter rate -- or whatever other surreptitious
means you can devise!

ART CREDITS: (See Alexis Gilliland's prescient illo on
page 3§, done at Norwescon; my report will be in next
issue.) Taral Wayne - Cover; Brad Foster - 2, 18; Diana
Stein - 3; Alexis Gilliland - 5, 7; Teddy Harvia - 9;
Berislav Pinjuh - 12, 13; Linda Leach - 16.
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As one of the premiere regional cons, MiniCon has a well-
deserved reputation for congeniality, tight organization
and fun. This year it was much the same, although a fev
of the seams showed.

With 2700 (more or less) in attendance, the party really
began Thursday night (badges were being issued.) The Con
Suite, as in recent years, wvas mildly spectacular, being

spread over the Z2nd floor of Minneapolis’ Hotel Radise

South. While beer and other alcoholic beverages wer

served only betveen the hours of 10 PM fo 2 AM at night,
there was an abundance of coffee, tea, soft drinks and
chips set out. Breakfast rolls and fresh fruit were
provided in the mornings (and were quickly scarfed up by
hungry fen) and of course, there was that special homemade
trail mix. Also available was & qgenerous supply of
condoms, handy in a large goldfish bowl. GSafe sex has been
the rule in Fandom for some time, but this is the first
time, to my knowledge, that such have been provided by a
concom. (A good idea that should be emulated elsevhere.)

lith four guests of honor and a like number of “honored
quests”, the opening ceremonies were surprisingly brief,
highlighted by a standing ovation for Old Pro (and First
Fandomer) Fritz Leiber. Harry Harrison and Barry Longyear
also garnered welcoming applause, but Fritz Leiber is much
loved and seldom seen at conventions, so his participation
was a real treat for his fans. Larry Niven, an honored
guest, was a no-show, due to a cold and ear infection which
prevented him from flying. John Sladek, P.C. Hodgell,
George Laskowski, Patrick and Teresa Nielsen Hayden
completed the dais.

“he  "Meet-the-Pros" party aftervards was rather strange by
.omparison. It was not the usualy event, having been
combined with a massive autograph session where the pros
sat behind long rows of tables in two separate rooms and
autographed books. (For this they had to come to a party?)
It vas undeniably efficient, but lacked the gemutlichkeit

atmosphere that is normally associated with such events.

Programming was done reasonably well, except for that
associated with the Art Show. This was improvised at the
last minute by Erin McKee, who helped out despite her lack
of official concon status this year.  She has run the Art
Show for the past seven MiniCons, but decided to attend the
convention instead this year.

Panels seen and participated in by this reported vere well
attended, interesting (except for the one on MHorld
Building, which lost half its audience in the first 20
minutes and vent downhill frm there, HNOTE: If you don't
like a panel you, can leave...unless you are part of it;
then you are there until the bitter end!)

Notable, however, were panels on the contributions of
Robert A. Heinlein and Clifford D. GSimak. These were not
valentines. The panelists discussed the bad and the
controversial along with the good. Other offerings ranged
from yet another panel on Star Trek to serious discussions
of fantasy, of the effect of fandom upon fans' children,
SCA demonstrations of feats of arms, and some reasonably
proficient bellydancing., Author readings were plentiful,
vell-received and well-attended (even when the author was
not yet published and relatively unknown.)
(continued on page 6)































































