


Niceto know that my fanzineisa disgrace.
E.B. Frohvet, in The Knarley Knews #82

My first response, if they have a lot of sugges-
tions, is never profound reief that | have
someone in my life who will be honest with me
and help me do the very best work of which |
am capable.

Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird

Someday we are going to find out who E.B.
Frohvet is. The answer might even be that he
is E.B. Frohvet.

When Frohvet first appeared, the grapevine
promised he was a hoax being carried on by
several fans. The hoax part never bothered me
at al, only the ineptitude of immediately re-
vealing the deception to the world, like those
teenaged virus-writers who must tell someone
how clever they are. No credit is deserved for
running a faannish hoax everyone knows
about.

| was willing to believe that Frohvet was a
hoax. It s very suspicious when an unknown
arrives on the scene whos totally familiar
with fanzines and seamlessly joins the discus-
sions in their letter columns, al without ever
having met another fan. So | not only be-
lieved, | promptly came up with alist of five
or six fans who might be collaborating on the
hoax, based on the deliciously paranoid evi-
dence that Frohvet, a ubiquitous letterhack,
never tried to get a copy of File 770, or sent
his fanzine Twink in trade. However, if the
only qudification for becoming a suspect was
to have no interest in File 770, | would soon
have to expand my investigation to the hun-
dreds who ve failed to renew their subscrip-
tions.

Anyway, when Frohvet started writing locs
to Fosfax | had to throw my whole theory out
the window. What great faanish hoax ever sent
locs to a zine full of book reviews? Fanwrit-
ing, even hoax fanwriting, is work. Authors of
faanish hoaxes send their material where the
intended audience faanish fans will seeit.
They simply dont have the time to raise a
smoke screen by writing to sercon fanzines.
Besides, sercon hoax would be an oxymo-
ron, like three-volume fantasy trilogy.

| was sorry to give up the notion that
Frohvet was a hoax. His unredlity held out a
promise tha we, too, might choose to start
over in fandom without any baggage. Just pick
a fresh name and overnight become that char-
ismatic newcomer writing penetrating insights
about the fannish scene, approved by the pow-
erful and cool.

Yet | ve experienced that operating under-
cover isnot as easy as it sounds. When | tried
this back in the 70s | never had any trouble

getting a hoax accepted. Fans are very bad at
guessing the perpetrators of hoaxes, partly
because they re convinced they re so good at
it. They think the postmarks on envelopes are
a giveaway, and that other clues realy mean
something. Avoiding detection is easy. My
problem wasnt getting caught. My problem
was that my darned hoaxes had the same opin-
ions | did. And were just as sensitive. (Frohvet
is, too, judging by how he bristled about a
comment about his zine in Knarley Knews.)
My hoaxes soon wound up in the same bad
odor | was trying to escape. | learned from this
experience that starting over doesnt mean
anything if you re only going to say the same
things. Ah well.

Frohvet s redity was available for anyone
to witness a Chicon 2000. Joseph T. Mayhew
said he saw Frohvet at the Big Bar, the Focal
Point Fanzine paned and at the Fosfax dinner,
So | guess he exists. Mayhew describes
Frohvet as, Tdl, thin, late-middle aged, gray-
ing hair and short beard, wears round wire-
rimmed glasses Tom Feller reported in
SFPA, E.B. explained to us that 15-20 years
ago he was very active in convention fandom
under his real name and was on the committee
for the 1983 worldcon in Baltimore. Then he
burned out. He used to write articles for Lan’s
Lantern under his real name as well. Guy
Lillian 11l not only met Frohvet a Chicon, |
have a photo of him -- or at least, the top half
of hisface. Look for itin Challenger.

| thought it was about time to introduce
myself to Frohvet and mailed him an issue of
File 770. He rewarded me with a letter of
comment and abig clueto hisreal identity.

E. B. Frohvet: Thank you for File
770:136. This being my first exposure to your
famous fanzine, | may say it is highly informa-
tive and well presented, and justifies the ex-
tensive praise it has received. Congratulations
on your recent Hugo Award for Best Fan-
zine, and also on being chosen as Fan GoH
for the 2003 Toronto Worldcon.

That being said: Lest | should be accused
of saying behind your back what | would not
say openly, | may add tha the obvious merit
of File 770 does not in any way alter my opin-
ion that the perennial nominees such as your-
self should exercise their option to decline
nominations for a few years and let someone
€lse have a chance to appear on the ballat. If it
seems presumptuous of someone as inconse-
quential as myself to offer such a suggestion
to afan of your stature, | can only say that it s
my honest and considered opinion.

His opinion sounded awfully familiar. |
remembered the very firs person who ever
said this to me. Not 20 minutes after Robert
Bloch handed me my first Hugos in 1984, we

were at dinner and my friend was dready
asking me to permanently withdraw from
eligibility. Could it be? Yes! Knowing that
hoaxes aways yield to the temptation to
echo the opinions of their creators, | have
logically deduced the real identity of E. B.
Frohvet. Admit it, Moshe it sredly you,
isntit!
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The Blasted Heath
Hutchinson, Kansasisrarely at the center of
any news but on January 17 it was ground
zero -- underground zero. Over 500 feet
beneath the surface are sdt formations
where energy companies have dug 160
caverns to store 3.2 hillion cubic feet of
natura gas. A leak from one caused a series
of fiery explosions around town.

Local resdent Charley McCue who
just a year ago invited fans of The Dawn
Patrol to visit the restored Liberty 7 capsule
on display in Hutchinson wrote online
tha he felt the January 17 explosion around
10:45 am. Going outside he saw, A block
away were flames and smoke. All that ap-
peared remaining of a one-story building
was its back wall with flames mushrooming
above the four story building beside it.

That afternoon, geysers of muddy water
and natural gas erupted in afidd. Gas leaks
developed in severad other parts of town,
and 24 hours later, the site of the origina
explosion continued to jet gas flames 40
feet high.

The day after, a trailer home exploded.
According to McCue, My daughter’'s best
friend lives about two trailers away from
the explosion. A place where she slept last
Friday. This scares me more than the explo-
sion.

More than 150 families were evacuated
and schools were dismissed because gas
was detected in one of them near the site of
thefirst explosion site.

On January 21, officials sealed the leak-
ing cavern with four massive well plugs,
each 17 feet long and weighing 2,800 Ibs.
Crewsin town drilled four wellsto vent the
escaped gas till trapped in the ground.
[[Source: Chronicles of the Dawn Patrol;
AP News] ]

Tennessee Home Break-In
Chattanooga fanartist Julia Morgan-Scott
and her family, Ken and Alex, were victims
of a home invason robbery late on Sat-
urday, December 2. Two armed hoods held
Ken and Alex at gunpoint and took money
and valuables. Julia was able to run into the
woods behind her house.

She emailed Richard Lynch later, It
was very frightening, but we are OK. Our
front door is ruined, and must be made by
hand, since the house is so old and every-
thing is odd-sized. We are getting security
doors and windows and possibly a big dog.

And moving.

Lynch passed aong this news with
Julias permisson. He adds, The palice
have caught one of the thugs; apparently it's
some kind of gang working the area, be-
cause there have been severa other break-
ins.

Ed Kramer Back
Under House Arrest

Ed Kramer has been in and out of jail twice
since his arrest last August 25. A judge
initidly denied bond to the Dragon*Con
founder because, she said, there was reason
to believe he could be a threat to the com-
munity and might try to intimidate wit-
nesses. He remained in jail until November,
when he was indicted by a Gwinnett County
(Georgia) grand jury on child molestation
charges involving two brothers, age 13 and
15.
Then the judge

Turnip Files Bankruptcy
Will Forry Ackerman ever see adime of the
judgment he won last May against Ray
Ferry, publisher of Famous Monsters of
Filmland? Everyone knew it would be like
getting blood from a turnip and now,
make that a bankrupt turnip.

Ferry vowed never to pay Ackerman,
and since losing the suite he has pursued
legal and illegal means to gain that end. In
October, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Stephen Peterson made a finding that there
was a prima facie case of fraudulent trans-
fer of assets by Raymond Ferry, dba Dyna-
comm, to Gothix Marketing Inc. The court
also denied Ferry s motion to alow positing
of statutory bond in lieu of enforcement
while they pursued an appea to reduce or
eliminate the judgment. And Ferry was due
back in court in November to face crimind
contempt of court proceedings because be
had not complied with an order to return
certain things to Ackerman and obliterate
Dr. Acula from the non-Ackerman-edited
issues of Famous Monsters before selling
them to the public.

Ferry succeeded in putting dl of these
proceedings on hold by filing Federad bank-
ruptcy on October 26. He filed Chapter 7, a

allowed Kramer to
be releassed on a
$75,000 bond,
placed under house
arrest and required to
wear an eectronic
monitoring  device.

My momma always said,

“Fandom is like a box

of Chocolates. You never know

where the nuts are.”

The judge ordered
him not to have con-
tact with minors.

Kramer was out
for only a few days
when police were
notified tha a 15-
year-old boy and the
boy’s father had been
to see Kramer at his
Duluth, GA home.
He was returned to
jal for violating his
bond and remained
there until  January
24 when a loca
judge ruled that be-
cause of his specid
medical needs he
could return home to
Duluth  still under
house arrest and
under the eye of
other adults in the
home.

[[Source Atlanta
Journal  Constitu-
tion]]




liquidating bankruptcy. For the time being,
his property and even his right to appea the
judgment belong to the bankruptcy estate.
[[Source: Bill Warren]]

Anderson Death

Rumors Scotched
Poul Anderson sinahility to give his sched-
uled talk at Philcon spawned rumors that he
had passed away.

His wife, Karen, scoffed, It isn't true.
(You know Poul would never be so incon-
siderate as to make Locus run his obit in the
same issue as de Camp'’s!)

A couple of painful cracked ribs kept
Poul away from Philcon. Karen attended
and read his speech to the fans. Poul told
Locus:

Rumors of my death have begun going
about. They are wrong, however wdl-
meant. At present | am rather disabled by
some rib fractures. Diagnostic tests are in
progress, and we'll see what treatment is
indicated. I'd appreciate anything you can
do to help inform people of the truth.

[[Sources. Lee Gold, Keth Stokes,
Kirsten Gong-Wong of Locug| ]
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Mountain Comesto Tucker
Bob Tucker has trimmed the list of conven-
tions he travels to, but the ditto 14 and Fan-
HistoriCon 11 committees will cleverly
avoid his restriction by holding both consin
Tucker s home town --Bloomington, IL
next fall over the weekend of October 12-
14.

Dick & Leah Smith, Bob & Fern Tucker,
and Henry & Letha Welch invite anyone
interested in fanzines and fanhistory to
check out their web page for more details:

http://www.enteract.com/~rhes/
dittol4.html

Jumer s Chateau is the convention hotel
(1601 Jumer Drive, Bloomington, IL
61702-0902.) Rooms are $79 if reserved by
September 20. Contact: http://
www.jumers.com , or (309) 662-2020.

Attending members as of December
were: Bill Bowers, Carolyn Doyle, George
Flynn, Teddy Harvia, Vali Hoski, Cris
Kaden, Neil Kaden, Mary Kay Kare, Hope
Leibowitz, Mark Olson, Priscilla Olson,
Dave Rowe, Diana Thayer, Pat Virzi. At-
tending memberships cost $40 through May
31, 2001. A half-price rate applies to fans
who can document fanac in 1951 or eerlier.
Supporting memberships are $20, and in-
clude convention publications.

Make checks payable to Richard Smith
and send them to ditto 14, c/o Richard
Smith, P.O. Box 266, Prospect Heights, IL
60070-0266.

Corflu

If the changing colors in New England last
fall amazed you, come to Massachusetts
this spring and meet a bunch of people who
think color changes (at least, on a mimeo)
are the smplest thing in the world. Corflu
18 will take place March 30-April 1, 2001
at the MidTown Hotel, 220 Huntington
Ave., Boston, MA 02115. Rooms are $129/
sgl., $139/dbl. Hotel phone: (617) 262-
1000; 800-343-1177.

Memberships are $55 until February 28.
Make checks or money orders payable to
Bob Webber and send to: Corflu 18, P.O.
Box 724, Mountain View, CA 94042. Elec-
tronic payments can be made via PayPal.
For more details, see the Corflu 18 web
page:

http://worl d.std.com/~webber/corflul8

Fandom Inc. s

Marketing Genius

The MBA's a Fandom Inc. have been
working overtime to find new ways to make
fans hate them. First they established Fan-
dom.com. Now they have bought Creation
Entertainment, the company that puts on
celebrity Trek shows. They ve also started
harassing the owner of another website with
theword fandom inits domain name.

Fandom Inc. s press release about the
acquisition of Creation Entertainment, a
Glendale, CA-based company, claims it is
the nation’s leading producer of live events
for fans of fantasy, science fiction and hor-
ror, and invented the concept of touring fan
conventions almost 30 years ago. Invented
the concept? They were hardly the first sf
conrunners to put the money in their own
pockets -- but they may have been doing so
the longest. With the acquisition of Crea-
tion Entertainment, we will bring our audi-
ence an exciting new dimension to the Fan-
dom experience, said Mark Young, CEO
of Fandom Inc.

Gary Berman of Creation Entertainment
agrees, Fandom and Crestion are a perfect
match because our products and services
appeal to the same passionate demographic,

which has the power to make and extend
thelife of hit properties.

Extending the life of hit properties also
requires ending the life of competing mar-
keters, if possble. Fandom Inc. s attorneys,
Troop, Steuber, Pasich, Reddick and Tobey,
sent a letter to the owner of the Fandom.tv
site demanding the unconditional surren-
der and transfer of the Infringing Domain
Name. They aso accused her of violating
the Anti-Cybersquatting Act, punishable by
fines up to $100,000 per domain name. But
just to show there are no hard fedings they
threw her a bone by offering to pay $250 if
she agreed to abandon the domain name
immediately.

In a rare transaction that didnt annoy
trufans, Fandom Inc. also acquired the com-
pany that publishes Cinescape and owns
Cinescape.com.

TAFF
The TAFF race between Victor Gonzalez
and Tom Springer will be decided by the
time you read this. The voting deadline is
January 31.

CUFF

With Malice Aforethought: Fans have
won the Canadian Unity Fan Fund in a lot
of ways, and Murray Moore might add
another one to the list. He made an interna-
tiond e-mail announcement on December 5
that he is a candidate for CUFF in 2001.
Moore sent copies of his message to Garth
Spencer, CUFF administrator, to Canadian
smofs and newzine-editing riff-raff on both
sides of the Atlantic.

Moore s nominators are (Western Can-
ada) R. Graeme Cameron, Chester
Cuthbert, Andrew Murdoch, Dae Speirs,
(Eastern Canada) Mike Glicksohn, Peter
Halasz, Rodney Leighton, Lloyd Penney,
and Taral Wayne.

Moore discovered fanzines in 1968.
Since then he has published many zines of
his own (including apazines for Candapa,
FAPA and SAPS). His first Worldcon was
Torcon 2 in 1973, and three decades later he
is helping put on Torcon 3 board as its Ho-
tel and Facilities committee chair.

Boxing Day Gift Hint: Lloyd and
Yvonne Penney have released their 1998
CUFF trip report, Penneys Up the River and
Other CUFF Tales. The volume aso in-
cludes an essay about the fund by Linda
Ross-Mansfield, alist of CUFF winners, the
Penneys financid statement, and a memo-
rid to fanartist Joe Mayhew. Teddy Harvia
and Brad Foster collaborated on the cover,
and Harviadid theinterior illustrations.

A minimum donation of $10 will be
accepted for the zine, and more is better, of
course, since money raised from saes will
go to the Fund. If you are interested in pur-



The late British fanartist ATom was named the winner of the Rotder
Award for 2000 at Loscon 27 over Thanksgiving weekend. ATom
was the faanish nickname of Arthur Thomson, a British fanartist who
was the dominant cartoonist of fandom in the late 50 s and early

60 s. He passed away in 1990, but enjoyed a renaissance thanks to
four collections of his cartoons published by Ken Cheslin.
(Regrettably, Cheslin also did not live to see the honor bestowed,
having died last year.)

The Rotsler Award: The award commemorates the late Bill
Rotsler, the prolific LA fanartist whose cartoons appeared in fan-
zines worldwide. The winner receives a plaque, a $300 honorarium,
and is honored with an exhibit in the Loscon art show. The award is
given by the Southern California Institute for Fan Interests. SCIFI
plans to donate the honorarium to a fannish charity. The winner for
2000 was selected by a pand of judges: Mike Glyer, Dick Lynch and
Geri Sullivan. Pagt winners are Steve Stiles (1998) and Grant Can-
field (1999).

Remembering ATom: In 1954 Thomson ended his first |etter to
legendary Irish fan Walt Willis with a cartoon footnote. Williss
encouragement inspired ATom to produce an avalanche of cartoons.
Over the next 7 years ATom's fanzine illos came to personify the
faanish spirit of the age. Willis called him "fandom’s Art Editor."

The way ATom worked is a revelaion to the rest of us now used
to receiving photocopied art or files over the Internet. John Berry
wrote: "l would send Arthur batches of wax stencils and attendant
brief story lines and within a couple of weeks a parcel of carefully
packed fully illustrated stencils were returned. | can still recal the
thrill of opening those parcels even though it was over forty years
ago." Most of ATom's early fanart was drawn with a ged stylus
directly on stencil.

Cartoonists are known by their stock images: in ATom’s case,
bug-eyed aliens with blunderbuss ray-guns, pear-shaped beanie-
wearing fans, "curly monsters’, trenchcoated agents of the Goon
Defective Agency, wrecked spaceships, and adien militarists in uni-
forms so eaborate they make Michael Jackson’s stage cogumes ook
like civilian mufti.

Atom s rich sense of humor and persona graphic style married
perfectly with the sophisticated, ironic tone of Irish Fandom in the
early 60’s.

chasing a copy, send an e-mail with a mes-
sage of your intentions to Lloyd and
Yvonne Penney at penneys@netcom.ca,
and then send $10 ASAP to: 1706-24 Eva
Rd., Etobicoke, ON M9C 2B2, Canada
Make checks payable to Lloyd Penney.

Duo Wins DUFF
Cal it a delayed honeymoon for Naomi
Fisher and Patrick Molloy, the new North
American DUFF representatives  they
were married in 1999. They Il be attending
Swancon in Perth, Australia, over the April
13-16 weekend.

North

America Australia Total
Fisher & Molloy 89 3 92
Steven Silver 28 9 37
No Preference 17 3 20
Hold Over Funds 6 1 7
Write-in 3 2 5

Write-ins were Beastie and Teddy Har-
via it appears dl the others selecting
Write-in failed to put down aname.

After hearing the results, Steven Silver
wrote: | would like to congratulate Naomi

and Pa on ther victory and wish them a
wonderful time in Austrdia. I'm sure they
will do much to promote Ausrdian-US
fannish ties over the next two years and |
intend to do whatever | can to help them
raise money for DUFF during their term as
adminigtrators.

I would aso like to thank Mike Glyer,
Evelyn Leeper, Tom Whitmore, Mark Lo-
ney, Rose Mitchell and Stu Shiffman for
nominating me and Joyce Scrivner for con-
vincing me to run in the face of my initia
skepticism.

Another File 770 contributor had amost
made it a threeeway race. Chris Barkley
chose not to run this time because he may
get ajob he wants in Seattle. He promises
to run in 2003: Over the next two years, |
hope to make myself an even more credit-
able candidate (if that’s possible) and wor-
thy of your nomination and vote. Thank you
very, very much for the support you've
shown me.

Contact DUFF: North American Admin-
igrator Emeritus: Janice Gelb, 1070 Mer-
cedes Ave. #2, Los Altos, CA 94022 USA.
E-mail: j_gelb@yahoo.com

Australasian Administrator: Cathy Cu-

pitt, P.O. Box 915, Nedlands 6909, WA,
Austrdia. E-mail: ccupitt@geocities.com

Little Known Facts

About DUFF
A File 770 tradition we could dl do without
is getting the correction wrong, too. The
final word on who ran in the first DUFF
race comes from Andrew Porter. Thanks for
straightening me out!

Dear Mike: | told you | lost the origina
DUFF racein 1972 to Lesleigh Luttrell, not
Rusty Hevelin! Argh! Lesleigh was OE of
Apa 45, and they al voted for her.... | think
you had a senior moment .

The SFC Chronicles

By the way, Andrew Porter runs lots of
fannish news in Science Fiction Chronicle
and will run even more if you send it to
him.

| realy wish people would forward
fannish or otherwise news items to me, too,
for SFC. | will run them. Wish I'd known
before this about Nancy Tucker Shaw,
Owen Hannifen, others; and about Licht-
man/Carr. All stuff I'll write up for the De-



cember SFC. Although | sold SFC, I'm still
doing the news, buying the cover art, and
doing other stuff on the mag.

His E-mail address remains:

SF_Chronicle@Compuserve.com

Fan Fund Web Site

Irwin Hirsh has created a web site full of
information about DUFF, FFANZ, GUFF,
and a few other fan funds that select dele-
gates from Australia The ste lists winners
and candidates, contains partia trip reports
by Hirsh and Paul Kincaid, and includes
news updates.

He writes, There is still a lot of mate-
riad which could go on the site. If you are
willing help in any way please drop me a
line. Any comments you have on the design
of the site would also be appreciated. The
URL is:

http://www.users.bigpond.net.au/hirsh/
fanfunds.html

Don t Cry For Me, Argentina
If anyone s fedling sorry that Steven Silver
lost the DUFF race, it's certainly not Ste-
ven. His dance card was pretty full anyway.

He s about to join the honorabl e ranks of
paper fanzine publishers. Argentus should
premiere in June, with a tentative lineup of
articles by Mike Resnick, Mark Leeper, Jeff
Berkwits, Bob Blackwood, Bob Devney,
Rich Horton, Bill Roper, Pat Sayre McCoy
and Tom Whitmore,

But wait before Steven pubs hisish, he
has some paying work to finish. |ve
signed a contract with DAW Books to edit
three anthol ogies with Marty Greenberg and
John Hedfers: Magical Beginnings, New
Horrors, and Maiden Voyages. The an-
thologies will reprint the first published
stories by fantasy, sf and horror authors.
The manuscript is due in May, and the
books will be released in late 2001 and
throughout 2002.

Then, in his copious sparetime, Steve is
helping to plan a new convention for Mid-
western conrunners, to serve fandom in

Minnesota, lowa,
Missouri, Wisconsin,
Illinois, Kentucky,
Michigan, Indiana
and Ohio. The first
convention  will
probably not take
place until 2002, but
a group of us are
trying to figure out
what is needed,
where the first con
should be (it will be
traveling) and so
forth. They have a
list you can join. See
their website at:

http://www.sfsite.com/~silverag/
Midwest_Comcon.htm

Oh, and by the way, hes becoming a
father again. The week before MilPhil,
Elaine and | will be having ababy (working
name, Serling, which will change upon
birth). Coincidentaly, my sister, who is a
mundane, will is aso pregnant and her baby
isdue six days after ours.

Thelnvisble Fan

Take the cash and let the credit go is Alan
White s new motto. He illustrated the third
in a series of Bible-oriented construction
books for children by Carmen Sorvillo, now
available on Amazon.com. But you wont
find his name anywhere on the pages inside.
According to Alan, When | was first
approached about the book, heathen that |
am, | had grander ideas of illustrations. |
later had to redo every cartoon in the book
to a form so juvenile, it's just as well my
name isn't on it -- I'll put the cover in my
portfolio, but none of the interior. | was
really crushed. Oh wdl, there's little |
wouldn’'t do for $2,000.

Be Nice to the WSFA

President, Or Else!

The IRS plans to rule on the way tax-
exempt, nonprofit organizations use web
sites and has asked for public comment.
The controversid questions include: Does
linking to a lobbying organization equa
lobbying? Should money these organiza-
tions gain from referra fees be taxed? Is an
e-mail receipt sufficient for a tax deduc-
tion? Many SF clubs and cons are nonprofit
corporations and use web sites to promote
themselves. The SMOFS listserve came
alive with speculation how fans might be
affected and whether conrunners should get
involved. That s when they discovered they
already were. On both sides.

The principad author of the IRS an-
nouncement is Judith E. Kinddl of Exempt
Organizations. The same Judy Kindell who

is Presdent of WSFA and was on the Buc-
coneer committee.

Another WSFA lawyer aso has a profes-
sional interest in the matter. John Pomeranz
of the Nonprofit Advocacy Counsel at the
Alliance for Justice will be looking over the
announcement for items requiring comment
by the Alliance. The Alliance for Justice is
a national association of environmental,
civil rights, mentd health, women's, and
consumer advocacy
organizations, and
its activities in-
clude monitoring
legidative activity
related to nonprofit
advocacy, provid-
ing information to
the charitable com-
munity and |lobby-
ing to reduce re-
strictions on non-
profits.

Now, if only we 6 "
could work the 0
WSFA s other tax ® n s
attorney, John Sapienza, into the story. He
seems to have nothing to do with any of
this.

You Asked For It
When the X-33 Shuttle replacement that
Lockheed has been working on was in dan-
ger of being canned, reporters from
MSNBC and several wire services quoted
Tim Kyger s comments on the news. David
Stever saw the coverage and redized it was
our hero of the Phoenix Worldcon from so
very long ago. He wondered what Kyger is
up to. Tim answers: | m here in Alexan-
dria, VA, asuburb of beautiful Washington,
DC, where | am lobbyist scum. (A profes-
sion denigrated as lower only by the job of
reporter and....er....IRS empl oyee.

Kyger has been in DC for adozen years.
For the first eight he served as a Congres-
sional daffer with expertise in aerospace
issues. Then his last boss, Senator Pressler,
lost his bid for re-election. | was on the
staff of the Senate Commerce Committee,
its Subcommittee on Science, Technology,
and Space. Senator McCain became Chair-
man of Commerce, and, as is pretty stan-
dard, fired everyone that had worked for
Pressler.

Kyger then went to work for Pete Con-
rad, who had started several space compa-
nies after leaving McDonnell Douglas.
Pete had known me from my time in Con-
gress, where (cough cough) | had kept the
DC-X (and then DC-XA) funded and fly-
ing. That swho | still work for, despite Pete
having gone and killed hisself on a stupid
motorcycle in July 1999. | still go over to
Arlington Cemetery for the company once a



month and kick his gravestone for every-
one... (joke! please....!)

Jean & EricsLittle Run
To The Store Becomes
Shopping Marathon

Eric Lindsay wrote these closing comments
for last issue s report about his motorhome
trek with Jean Weber, and something about
the new adventures theyve had in the
meantime.

Considering the size of some of the
towns we were visiting (as reported last
issue), perhaps | should have listed their
latitude and longitude instead! We com-
pleted our journey via Georgetown, the
Undara Lava Tubes national park, and
Charters Tower. We were expecting to get a
flat tyre during the trip, but it didn't happen
until severa weeks later, when the mo-
torhome was safely parked near Airlie
Beach. We did discover that we didn't actu-
ally know what gadgets we needed to in-
flate the tyre from the air tank that is part of
the braking system. Extra gadgets are now
on order (and in the meanwhile, we paid a
tyre service to come out and fix the tyre).

Meanwhile, a minor shopping expedi-
tion to a nearby town up the main highway
north turned into a three-day, 900 kilometre
trip, when we tried to cross the river a Ayr.
A goods train had derailed a the only
bridge, and the road wasn't expected to be
open for ages. We decided the map showed
away across the river a hundred or so kilo-
metres inland, and that this could be
reached on secondary roads, starting forty
or fifty kilometres back down the man
highway. A kilometre or two off the high-
way and we were on dirt roads. Thirty or
forty kilometres or so and we were wishing
we had the four whed drive rather than the
regular car. We did finadly find an encour-
aging road sgn (the first since the high-
way), listing the names of some of the cattle
stations. However some way further, both
forks of the road were blocked (never, you
understand, at the fork, always severa kilo-
metres further along, on increasingly bad
dirt).

We gave up, and started heading back,
only to encounter two other vehicles also
seeking a way across the river ... remember
the river? This is a tale about crossing the
river. Since one was a four whed drive, we
let them lead and tried again. We went
through farm gate after farm gate, opening
and closing them. The gates went from
elaborate affairs with real hinges, to ones
made of old tree limbs and barbed wire,
with a branch for a latch. We finaly gave
up when the road totally disappeared in the
middle of a large cow paddock, full of
large cows, and even larger fresh cow pats.

Many hours later,
back a the origind
bridge, smal vehicles
were being allowed
across. Thirty seven of
the forty odd train wagons
were sprawled onto the
bridge and its approaches.
There were broken cases
of beer everywhere, as
this was the train tha
takes the drink supply
north. Talk about al cohol
abuse!

Still, we had a very
successful shopping expe-
dition afterwards, and
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even got fanzines printed « &

a the Office Works.
Caught up with Craig and
Julia Hilton, in Towns-
ville from Doomadgee for
a doctor’s conference, and -
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delivered two boxes of

books to them. Once the rainy season starts,
they probably won't be able to drive out of
Doomadgee, because dl the bridges will be
under water.

Freff
| believed Freff s boast at L.A.Con (1972)
that he d been awake for a ridiculous num-
ber of consecutive hours. Why would Freff,
who aways had twice as much energy as
anyone else in LASFS, waste time deeping
that he could spend playing music, drawing,
writing and performing? | lost contact with
him a couple of years later, when he was
trying to get into Ringling Bros. clown
college. But last December Freff sent me
an e-mail and | learned that hed ultimately
made a more satisfying career choice: writ-
ing about creativity itself.

In 1986 Freff started writing a monthly
column called "Creative Options” for Key-
board, a magazine devoted to music and
music technology. Of course, my essays
weren't actualy about either of those things.
They were about creativity - what it is,
where it comes from, how it works, how to
free it from internal and externa barriers,
and everything e se on the topic that | could
figure a way to explore. Since cregtivity is
intimately wrapped up with every aspect of
human existence, this was definitdy a
dream gig.

Freff wrote more than 100 of these es-
says for Keyboard. Now hes moving the
column to the Web, a www.freff.com.
Each month hell post a new essay on the
site, plus two reprints. The site also features
artwork by the series’ long-time illustrator
Courtney Granner.

Readers may also want to order a hard-
cover collection of Creative Options col-

umns caled Brave Confessions, published
by Conlan Press in December. The release
price is $24.95 plus shipping. See ordering
information online at:
www.conlanpress.com, or cal
Press directly (925) 932-9500.

Conlan

Darwin s Radio Wins

2000 Endeavour Award

There were no cries of Break up Greg
Bear! from fansat OryCon after the Seattle
author won another Endeavour Award.
There were no daggers-out SMOF meetings
to change the rules, dthough it was Bear s
second win in arow. In fact, Greg Bear is
the only writer who s ever won an Endeav-
our Award thiswas only the second time
it sbeen given. Shouldnt Bear at least get a
lecture from E.B. Frohvet about the impor-
tance of sharing?

Darwins Radio (Del Rey Books) imi-
tated the success of 1999 s winner, Dino-
saur Summer. The 2000 award was pre-
sented November 17 a OryCon by editor
guest of honor Gordon Van Gelder, of The
Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction.
Marilyn J. Holt of the Endeavour Award
Committee accepted for Bear and read his
apology for his absence: If the ceremonies
had been on Saturday, I'd be down here
partying and blushing and complimenting
my fellow authors and doing all the things
necessary to insure that 1 am elected the
next Presdent of the United States. I'm
delighted to win the Endeavour award two
times in a row. Makes me fed like Frank
Kelly Freas or Michad Whelan or Charles
Brown!

Other Endeavour finalists were Calculus
of Angels by J. Gregory Keyes of Seattle,
WA, (Dd Rey Books); The Mad Ship by



Robin Hobb of Tacoma, WA, (Bantam
Spectra); A Red Heart of Memories, by
Nina Kikiri Hoffman, of Eugene, OR, (Ace
Books); and The Terrorists of Irustan by
Louise Marley of Redmond, WA, (Ace
Science Fiction.) The judges for the 2000
Award were Terry Bisson, Gordon Van
Gelder, and Josepha Sherman.

The Endeavour Award honors a distin-
guished science fiction or fantasy book,
either a novel or a single-author collection,
created by a writer from the Pacific North-
west and first published in the year preced-
ing the award. Endeavour Award winners
receive a photo print of a painting by Port-
land, Oregon, artist John R. Foster and an
honorarium of $1,000.

Bear reports that Darwin s Radio is cur-
rently going the rounds in Los Angeles in
the capable hands of screenwriter Paul
Schrader and Helen Hunt. Not that this
guarantees a film will ever be made--but it's
great materid for cocktail chatter.

I hope to begin Darwins Children
early next year, and to continue my research
into what makes us dl tick--a most satisfy-
ing endeavour inits own right! Many, many
thanks to my friends and colleagues a Ory-
Con, to the Endeavour Committee, and to
all who have written to me expressing their
own opinions about evolution, biology, and
the nature of the next human species.

Award Eligibility and Nominations:
To be digible for the award, a work must
be an origina novel or single author collec-
tion of stories published, as either a hard-
cover or a paperback, for the first time in
the English language during the calendar
year proceeding the giving of the award.
The author(s) must have been living in the
Pacific Northwest--Alaska, Oregon, Wash-
ington, Idaho, The Yukon, and British Co-
lumbia--when the book was accepted by the
publisher. If books are first published out-
side of the United States or Canada and are
not entered a that time, they may be en-
tered when first published in the United
States or Canada

The Endeavour Award is named for the
H.M. Bark Endeavour, the ship in which
Capt. James Cook explored the Pacific. It is
sponsored by Oregon Science Fiction Con-
ventions, Inc., (OSFCI), a convention-
running organization that also sponsors the
Jo Clayton Memoria Medical Fund and the
Susan Petrey Clarion Scholarships.

Writers, editors, agents, and persons who
attended the previous year's OryCon, may
nominate works for the award. The deadline
to enter books published during 2000 is
February 15, 2001. Nomination forms may
be printed from the Endeavour Award's
home page: www.osfci.org/endeavour/
index.html

James White Award

The first winner of the James White Award
is Mark Dunn, for his short story Think
Tank. Patricia Larkin, daughter of James
White, presented him with the award a a
ceremony in Dublin last October. Dunn
received IRE200, and his winning story will
be published in Interzone.

Over 100 stories were entered in a com-
petition open only to previously unpub-
lished writers. The award winner was se-
lected by a pane of judges composed of
Morgan Llewelyn, Michad Scott, David
Pringle (editor of Interzone) , Dave Lang-
ford and Michagl Carrall.

The 2001 competition has aready been
launched. For further information, see the
web site:

http://www.jameswhiteaward.com.

Hour 25 Now Webcast
After decades on alocal LA station, Hour
25 has abandoned radio for the Internet.
Host Warren James continues to produce
the show on aweekly basis and isloading it
onto the www.hour25.org web ste in the
MP3 format.

The show aired for many years on
KPFK, a Pacifica Foundation radio station.
It was created by the late Mike Hodel.
Harlan Ellison hosted Hour 25 for a year
after Hodel s death in the 1980s, then
handed the reins to J. Michael Straczysnki.
Now Warren James has hosted the show
longer than anyone but its creator. Therda
tionship with KPFK ended, said James,
because the station tried to force them into
signing an agreement that would give them
total control and ownership of the program.

The web format has other advantages,
besides creative control and never having to
run another pledge drive. According to
James, It can be longer with a more flexi-
ble approach to the show’s duration. Some
shows might run 52 minutes while others
could run 128 minutes or some might run
for three or four hours. The point is we can
size the show to match the needs of what
we are doing that night, not to meet some
artificia limit established by people who
don’t careto listen to long form interviews.

Astimeallows, they Il dso be putting up
older shows for people who live out of town
and didn't get to hear them the first time
around.

If theres a drawback, it s that Warren
James and Suzanne Gibson, his co-producer
and spouse, are spending their own money
to get new audio equipment, computer hard-
ware and software needed to engineer
shows for the Web. However, the figure he
quoted for doing that is less than it costs to
put out File 770 for two years: Hour 25 it s
a comparatively affordable labor of love.

His Daily Dose of I1ron

Jenny Overkamps 18-year-old son Ben
aims to compete in the Athens Olympics in
2004. A weightlifter, he took 5th place in
his class a the American Open. Ben com-
peted againgt adults, including two Olympi-
ans. He is ranked eighth in the U.S. which
will quaify him for a spot on the nationa
team if he keeps going strong. The Jr.
World competition will bein Athensin July
2001, and national team members get their
travel expenses paid by the Olympic com-
mittee. Jenny hopes shell be able to afford
to go see him compete.

She addsthat if Ben continuesto do well
he may be invited to be a full time resident
of the Olympic Training camp and train for
the 2004 Olympics. Olympians can even
attend the University of Colorado at the
expense of the committee. [[Source
Chronicles of the Dawn Patrol]]

Medical Updates

Tulsa fan Tim Frayser was involved in a
motor vehicle accident on January 3. He
made the trip to the hospita strapped to a
spineboard. Roger Tener wrote in Chroni-
cles of the Dawn Patrol, This type of im-
mobilization is standard for fals and acci-
dents where there is a possibility of neck or
spineinjury. Tim was expected to return to
work on January 8.

Bill Bowers attended and enjoyed Ditto,
then flew home and spent a couple of days
feeling progressively weaker before enter-
ing a hospital on September 27. He was
treated for pulmonary edema before being
moved to a rehab center for a lengthy pe-
riod of physical therapy. He did not get
home again until November 27.

The time away only fueled his desire to
finish a list of publishing projects. That
includes Fanthology95, which he under-
standably doesnt expect to finish in time
for Corflu.

Bill would also dearly love to be able to
accept the Silver Anniversary make-up
TAFF trip offered by the fund administra-
tors. Has he officially bailed? As Bill wrote
himself, Who knows? | fear Vijay and Sue
are going to have the thrill of their young
livesin dealing with one asdecisive as !

Last September, Ed Meskys was unloading
the car a the town dump when he tripped
over a 6-inch retaining wall, fel into a shal-
low hole and broke his left foot and anklein
several places each. He was in casts for
seven weeks and a brace for six weeks
more. The brace was due off December 26.
Using a walker, Ed kept up al of his
activities, however his wife, Sandy, inher-
ited countless other chores he used to do
because he did not have the balance to bend



down to get things from the floor or to use
the stepstool to get high items.

For the first eight weeks Ed was aso
unable to use his guide dog. Ed and Sandy
wrote in their holiday letter, Now tha he
can wak Judge is in ecstasy! For eight
weeks he was not used once as a guide and
worried why he had been fired.

The injuries did not prevent Ed from
chairing annual convention of the Nationa
Federation of the Blind of New Hampshire,
the eighth convention he has organized. It
drew dmost 100 people, and at the business
meeting he was returned as president for
another two year term.

Marty Helgesen suffered a heart attack on
September 18, but at first he didn t know it.
| knew | felt rotten, but | assumed it was
an intestinal problem. | had some pan in
my chest, but | also had gas in my upper
abdomen and the pain was not the severe
pain that media accounts had led me to
associate with a heart attack.

Helgesen couldnt get an appointment
with his doctor for earlier than the follow-
ing afternoon, so he went to work as usual.
Things speeded up once he saw the doctor.
After he examined me he told me | had
had a heart attack and called an ambulance
to take me to a hospita. (While waiting for
it, | called my sister to tell her what had
happened and that she would have to pick

up my car. | then called the library where |
work and said | wouldn t bein for awhile.)

The ambulance attendant who rode in
back with Marty made the puzzling remark,
It sagood way to go.

As he continued talking it became im-
mediately obvious that he was referring to
the fact that my doctor had made arrange-
ments for me to go directly to the cardiac
unit although most people with heart attacks
have to spend alot of timein the emergency
room before getting to the cardiac unit.

Helgesen underwent an angiogram and
balloon angioplasty. He remained in the
hospital for about a week before being al-
lowed to return home and resume working.
I m doing fine. [The doctor] said | can do
normal work but shouldnt lift anything
heavy for awhile. | said | was using the
elevator to go from the second to the fifth
floors, instead of taking the stairs two a a
time as had been my wont.

In October, Leigh Edmonds was attacked
and robbed by a couple of youths. Accord-
ing to David Grigg, in Australian SF Bull-
sheet 155, He was mugged for the small

amount of money he was carrying ($15).
Apparently they hit him in the face with a
solid piece of wood, and broke both his
nose and his jaw. His jaw has been oper-
ated on in the St John of God Hospital in
Ballarat but he is home now. He won't be
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able to eat solid food for a least a month.
Leigh Edmonds and Vama Brown are past
DUFF delegates.

SF Charity Benefit, Write Aid
In the tradition of Live Aid and Comic Re-
lief, a group of science fiction writers has
produced the first in a series of anthologies
intended to benefit AIDS and cancer chari-
ties. Steven-Elliot Altman created a Write
Aid literary work caled The Deprivers
Project and sent his editoria guidelines to
potentia collaborators in the form of a fake
medical brochure. Janet Asimov, Maggie
Estep (MTV poetess), Katherine Dunn
(Geek Love), William F. Nolan (Logan's
Run), Harry Turtledove, Sean Stewart,
Tananarive Due, Kit Reed, and the late
Edward Gorey, responded and their stories
appear in The Touch, released under Byron
Preiss's new imprintibooks, and distributed
by Simon & Schuster this past October.

The proceeds of their work would be
donated to two charities; HEAL (Health
Education AIDS Liaison) and FA.C.T
(Foundation for Advancement in Cancer
Therapies).

The stories involve a fictitious epidemic
caled SDS or Sensory Deprivation Syn-
drome, a disease passed by skin-to-skin
contact that can cause blindness, deafness,
pardysis and loss of memory. Individuals
afflicted with SDS face isolation when they

I'm GoH,
toastmaster,
moderating all

the panels, and
star filker. I'm
the entire
membership,
and we're
booked up.



become infected and are restricted by law apologizing “for skunk smell on the last cept for the fact that you can drive around
from making contact with non-infected batch ofIM’s. On Wedensday, November the island to get to the other side of the
individuals. The anthology boasts run- 29, arrivals at the clubhouse were greeted bridge.

aways, shut-ins, assassins, numerous frus-by a horrendous skunk odor which was not

trated love interests and of course, those
ever elusive pockets of hope.

present the previous evening...."
Jim Shull, a brilliant fanartist who

“This is the first time that | was both
paid and was published by a professional
SF magazine. This feels better than the day

There is also a promotional website: gafiated over 20 years ago, is experiencing | received my Ph.D. | knew | would get a

www.deprivers.com

Short Waves
Geri Sullivan, Jeff Schalles and Terry
Hughes plan to co-edit Science-Fiction
Five-Yearly #11 scheduled for publication
in November 2001. “Lee Hoffman is in
charge of contacting Arthur C. Clarke. I'm
hoping to get down to Port Charlotte for an
in-person editorial meeting with her. Well,
actually to see her model trains and such,
but an editorial meeting sounds so purpose-
ful.” [Source: Australian SF Bullsheet
#153]]

Pomeranz/Overton Vows:John Pomer-
anz promised a surprise if the Washington
SF Association celebrated New Year's Eve
at the Fabulous Bungalow. He delivered.
Michael Walsh wrote on SMOFS,
“Midnight rolled around, the ball dropped
in Times Square, Dick Clark was hauled off

to his deep-freeze unit, and John announced

that he and Kathi Overton were getting
married. There. Right now. One of the folks

at the party was the prearranged JP and the

partiers were the witnesses.”

Were rumors oMr. Skunk's demise
greatly exaggerated? In December 13's
Instant MessageClaire Anderson is quoted

his own kind of revival in the pages of
Timebound edited for KaCSFFS by David
Sooby. A Shull illo has been reprinted in
each of the last two issues, taken from Ken
Keller's files of artwork originally done for
MidAmeriCon progress reports. More,
more!

According to the SFWA News Site,
Philip José Farmerhas been named as the
next Grand Master.

Julee Johnson Tatehas been promoted
to regional trainer for the Department of
Safety in Indiang][Source: Kronos, 9/00]]

Michael Bracken has posted two arti-
cles at his web site about his long-ago fan-
zine, Knights (akaKPSS$S akaKnights of the
Paper Space ShipYou can find them at

www.dpicolor.com/Bracken/knights.htm

www.dpicolor.com/Bracken/
footnote.htm

Norman Hollyn admits, “lI was just
trolling around, wasting some of Universal's
valuable internet time, when | stumbled on
File 770 and the rush of memories came
watfting over me, not unlike the aroma of
the Big Macs at the first Hogu Awards, lo
those mmmph mmmph years ago.” Yes,
nineteen-seventy-mumble-two.... A re-
spected member of the Hollywood commu-
nity, Hollyn's last edited film wasJust
Looking

He's now working on a web site for
Universal Music, and teaches at USC
Graduate Film School one night a week.
“The course | teach is Intermediate Film
Editing (CTPR535), a graduate school
course for the poor souls who have some-
how gotten into their second year or more
of grad school without a clue on how to
look at a film from a story point of view.
And that's most of them. It staggers me how
little they know. Cut a music video, and
they can do it. Try to bring out character
and story and they're like ten year olds.”

Marie Rengstorff leapt into the ranks of
pro writers with the appearance of her short
story “A Singular Clone” in the January
2001 Analog It's under her pen name,
Marie Ming.

Marie adds, “They had paid me back in
July. Friends told me that publication usu-
ally takes a year from acceptance. | was
patiently waiting for a message about the
publication date. They might have sent
email while we were in the middle of a
storm. We still have a major bridge out. The
area near the bridge received 36” of rain in
24 hours. | live near the bridge. You can't
get there from here, for the next year. Ex-

Ph.D. | have a talent for science and math.
That came easy. Fiction writing did not. |
never had a class in creative writing. | had
to learn around a full time job. | assume |
will get better. | no long have a full time
job.

“I have several friends who are staying
at their jobs so they can retire on more
money. | am talking about scientific, Ph.D.
types. | suggest, give it up. If you will make
a good living on your retirement, stop. In
truth, what keeps us in science is the next
question and the next answer. | retired be-
cause the level of my college students
dropped until the questions and answers
from 1950 were beyond their comprehen-
sion. The next question and the next answer
is only fun if it can be shared or used. Writ-
ing SF makes that possible.”

Changes of Address

David Bratman: E-mail:
dbratman@stanford.edu

Brian Burley, E-mail: ursaflix@home.com.

Cheryl Morgan, E-mail: cheryl@emcit.com

Drew Sanders, 175 S. Rio Vista St., Apt.

74, Anaheim, CA 92806

Joe Siclari & Edie Stern, 661 Hanover St.,
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598-5901;
Phone: (914) 962-9624

Victoria A. Smith, 1416 S. 20th St.,
Arlington, VA 22202

Roger Wells, 1701 Broadway #104,
Vancouver, WA 98663.

Elliot "Elst" & Carole Weinstein, 7143
Breno Place, Alta Loma, CA 91701.
Telephone: (909) 941-7737

David Bratman reports the owners of Ge-
nie finally are getting entirely out of the e-
mail business. Please use his work e-malil
address, shown above.

Roger Wells has taken a new job as
Configuration Manager at New Edge Net-
works in Vancouver, a DSL provider.



