


The Future of the Best Fanzine Hugo: The proposal to eliminate
the Best Semiprozine Hugo, discussed on page 7, has gotten so much
attention it s been easy to overlook the mgor surgery that the Best
Fanzine category will undergo if the find product of the M aking the
Web Eligible mation, the language shown in underling, is rat ified at
the 2009 Worldcon Business Mesting:
3.3.12: Best Fanzine. Any generaly available non-professiona
publication devoted to science fiction, fantasy, or related sub-
jects which by the close of the previous calendar year has pub-
lished four (4) or more issues (or the equivalent in other media),
at least one (1) of which appeared in the previous caendar year,
and which does not qualify as a semiprozine.

Before you suspect me of being only a guy with a paper zine try-
ing to deny the eectronic future, let me say that | actually agree that
internet publications - such as blogs and websites need to be
brought into the Hugo Awards.

The problem isintroducing the making the web dligible ¢ hanges
without any attempt to define new criteria that will aign commer-
cially-mativated internet publications in another category.

I worry about fanzines and fannish websites/blogs being shut out
of competition by a combination of trade publications and mass-
media-promotion websites. If the voters in the Business Mesting in-
tend a laissez-faire approach, | suppose the chips will fall where they
may. But having made a point of preserving existing semipro critiera
in the other major rule changes they may be open to a suggestion.

Look into the future. Youre at the 2010 Worldcon in Austrdia
attending the Hugo ceremonies. Someone is announcing the five
nominees for the Best Fanzine Hugo. But which of these three lists
are they reading?

List A ListB List C
Argentus eFanzines i09
Banana Wings Locus Online Syfy.com
Challenger SFSite SCIF Wire
The Drink Tank SF Signal SF Universe
File 770 Whatever Tor.com

The rules are being changed to make paperzines share the glory, so
List A, arerun of thisyear s date of nominees, isunlikely.

List B is a redlistic possibility. | m impressed that eFanzines al-
ready dominates its category in the FAAn Awards. The others are just
afew examples of online publications that have alot of fan support.

Everything depends on what Worldcon members vote to put on the
final ballot. One smof is fond of quoting the axiom Vox populi, vox
dei. A Hugo Administrator would need nerves of iron to rule out List

C if voters ranked these pro sites in the top five. So if thislist isnt
anyone sideal, more concrete rules would help.

The change throws a great burden on the Hugo Administrator
without providing much guidance. Controversy always staks the
awards to some extent, a prospect that deters most administrators
from any action not required by a black letter rule. The probable out-
come is that voters will be the ones deciding the categories where
internet nominees belong.

The 2008 Business M eeting minutes say very little about the scope
of the change or how to administer it. When somebody questioned the
Chair whether blogs would belong in Best Fanzine or Best Related
Works (amended from Best Related Book by the same legid ation),
the Chair said that would be up to the Hugo administrator. But on
what terms? The minutes are silent.

Voters have the semiprozine criteria for paid materid and more-
than-half-of-one s-support to filter some things out of the fanzine
category. Unfortunately, those aren t good tools for the work.

Consider: Is Locus Online semipro? It repeats some materid the
magazine presumably paid for. Doesit fulfill any of the other criteria?
There s advertising, but mainly at the top of the landing page - so, far
less than 15% of the site s overall space. There s no way of determin-
ing if Locus Online provides more than one-half of anyone s support
(or any support at al) without them announcing it, but how likely is
that when editor Mark Kelly has day job in aerospace? Very possibly
Locus Online is not semipro as the Hugo rules define the term, even
though one of its goalsisto steer business to the magazine.

Next, consider Whatever. It s popular with tens of thousands of
readers. Most fanzines and fannish blogs have about one percent of
that readership. Otherwise, they have in common a devation to sf and
fandom in their own way. Whatever carries no advertising and pays
nobody to write, to my knowledge. Instead of drawing a distinction
between Whatever and other publications | m practically delivering a
sound-alike for the If you prick me, do | not bleed? speech fro m
The Merchant of Venice. Where should it compete?

A lot of the other high-traffic sites are easier to classify. Poke
around and you eventualy find a reference to the top editor having
been hired away from a big-name pop culture magazine. Click on the
advertising link and you Il be taken to a corporate webpage declar-
ing that millions of people read its spectrum of special-interest sites.
But will this circumstantial evidence be enough to empower a Hugo
Administrator to disqualify something as a fanzine?

What does the future hold? As you can see, alot is riding on the
work fanswill do at this year s Business Meeting.

P.S. One other thing bothers me about the soon-to-be-ratified rule
change. Why haven t the knowledgeable fans who proposed it given
the category a new name in order to avoid the clumsy anachronism of
caling virtualy every form of two-dimensional fanac a fanzine, as
therule will effectively do?
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WHC Experiences the Horror

of a Small Turnout
“The recovery in spending may take years,”
Borders CEO Ron Marshall recently told a
retailers conference. There is no sign in Win-
nipeg it has even begun.

The Canadian city hosted a vanishingly
small World Horror Convention in may,
chaired by Linda Ross-Mansfield. John
Mansfield reports the 2009 edition drew only
62 people. In comparison, the smallest U.S.
World Horror Convention drew 250.

They had low attendance despite a very
nice preview article in the Winnipegree
Press

NESFA Clubhouse, Movie Star?
The NESFA clubhouse is in the running to
become a location for Ben Affleck’s next
movie, The Town announced Tim Szczesuil
at the June 7 meeting. A location manager for
GK Films inquired about the possibility of
renting the property, and took photos of the
clubhouse that the producers will use to make
their selection.

Wnd what kind of movie will this be?
“Calling all thugs with a Boston accent” was
the lead in one website’'s announcement of a
local casting callThe Townis an adaptation
of Chuck Hogan's novePrince of Thieves
and as Affleck explained in a recent inter-
view:

“It's based on a true fact that there is this
neighborhood in Boston called Charlestown
where there are more armed robbers per cap-
ita than anywhere else in the world.”

So now you see what comes from allowing
too many hucksters to loiter on NESFA's
premises.

Jury Convicts Rockefeller Hugo Award Logo Contest a whiz at basic arithmetic, | promptly real-
Christian Gerhartsreiter, aka Clark Rockefelyy s time the Hugo Award had a signature pitized they recently celebrated their 30th anni-
ler, was sentenced to four to five years in &¢ ot 1o strengthen its identity in all media. Versary- According to Patrick, “We marked
Massachusetts prison after being found guiltyrp5¢ ¢ why the Hugo Awards Marketing the date by going to Amsterdam for a week
of kidnapping his daughter. Committee held a contest offering $500 inand a half (where we were hosted by our co-

The jury returned its verdict on Friday, .ash and assorted other prizes to the persgrlpgger Abi Sutherland & family), and then
June 12, ending 26-1/2 hours of de"beraﬂon§ubmitting the winning logo design. By the to Rome for a week by ourselves.” Congratu-
over five days. The jury also found him guilty May 31 deadline 219 people had sent in 3gfftions!
of assault and battery with a deadly weapoR,ries. And the same to those other March 1979
on a social worker. They rejected his insanity  -~qntest judges Chip Kidd (Graphic De-nNewlyweds, Bruce Gillespie and Elaine Coch-
defense, but found him not guilty on tWOsigner/Writer/Editor), Irene Gallo (Art Direc- rane Many more joyous years to you all.

lesser charges. , . tor at Tor Books and Tor.com), Geri Sullivan _
When Gerhartsreiter completes his sefgap g Graphic Design pro) and Neil Gaiman Growing Up DUFF
tence, he faces removal from the country bypy,go Award winning writer) picked the Down Under Fan Fund winner Emma
immigration authorities. , . winner that will be unveiled at Anticipation, Hawkes will be bringing her fifteen-month-
A grand jury in Los Angeles is continuing i 2009 Worldcon. old girl with her to Montreal when she attends
to investigate his possible role in the 1985 g cash prize is being provided by SCIFIthe Worldcon in August. That trumps all the
disappearance and deaths of John and Lindge group which ran the 2006 Worldcon. fan fund candidates who picked a stuffed
Sohus, two LASFS members. The TAmes animal or the Rogers Street Laundry Door for

had lated that if Gerhartsreit ” . . .
found ot guilty of Kidnapping, ocal author. 30 1S Not the End of This Story  their running mates. |
ties might be forced to file ché\rges before hdVhile rereadinddNQ #161 came across the Hawkes' DUFF platform describes her as

could be deported. Now LA authorities will 2nnouncement of Patrick and Teresa NielserY€ry active on the Western Australian Sci-

not be compelled to take urgent action. Hayden’s marriage on March 23, 1979. Beind*"¢® Fiction Foundation, having been on the



