


File 770 Gets a Hugo Nomination: Wow. After paying such close
attention to the Hugo rules changes the last thing | was expecting to
happen was for genuine fanzines to take five out of six spots on the
final ballot. | certainly thank everyone who hel ped make File 770 one
of them.

In 2010 there were 298 nominating votes cast in the Best Fanzine
category, about 16% more than last year. Aussiecon 4 set a new re-
cord for Hugo nominating votes, soit s hard to guess whether the
uptick in the Best Fanzine category just part of the overal increase, or
happened in response to either the rules change opening the category
to blogs and websites, or to the campaign to get SarShipSofa nomi-
nated.

Greater change may follow in 2011 after voters see this year s
nominating statistics and know which ones will benefit from a
push. When you look over al the Hugo categories, the importance of
constituencies and identity groups in producing votes is self-evident.

Heinlens Tea for Two: | was feeling especialy civic-minded
after spending a week blogging about Peter Watts trid. | ve always
intended to read Robert A. Heinleins Take Back Your Government
eventualy anyway so | decided to do it now. He might help me think
about a citizen s response to events like this. So | set out to order a
copy.

First | went to Amazon.com. Three vendors were willing to sell
me the 1992 paperback for $52. Others were willing to let me pay a
lot more. Outrageous! Becausel know these are not autographed
copies. (Sherlock Holmes could not have deduced that more quickly.)

Then | remembered someone had written during last year s cam-
paign that Baen might reissue the book. What had they done since
then? | checked the Baen website. Good news. Take Back Your Gov-
ernment was available as an e-book for just $5. A sweet dea, because
Baen offers its e-books in multiple formats. | d be able to load a copy
on my Kindle.

There was an option to buy Heinlein s book separately or bundled
together with abook called Taxpayers Tea Party for $10. Why would
I want that? So | hit the purchase button to order the Heinlein e-book.
The shopping cart screen appeared  but it was empty. Well, | m  ust
have done something wrong. | worked my way back to the page with
the purchase button and hit it once more. The shopping cart screen
came back empty again.

The third time | tried clicking on the Heinlein/Tea Party bundle.
This time the shopping cart showed my order. | said Aha! and started
having conspiratorial thoughts. But because | d have happily paid $10
just to get the Heinlein book, | rationalized going through with the
purchase.

And | thought, I m going to blog about this.

The next morning | started wondering if | d really just done some-
thing dumb? | ve been happy buying from Baen all dong. | d hate to

criticize them if it was my fault. So | returned to the Baen site and
tried ordering a single copy of Take Back Your Government. And you
know what? It worked perfectly the first time.

So | guess | just did something dumb. | will not get to name this
editorial Take Back My Merchandise. Which just kills me.
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Cheryl Morgan Refused

Entry to US
Fans expressed outrage that Cheryl Morgan
was denied entry to the United States when
she landed a San Francisco International
Airport on March 13 and placed on a return
flight to England by Customs & Border Patrol
authorities.

Many overseas fans commented that thisis
another reason not to come to U.S. conven-
tions, which is not hard to understand -- U.S.
fans also feel burdened by the country s secu-
rity measures.

However, Cheryl explained online,

Contrary to much of the speculation, this has
little to do with anti-terror legidation and the
like. It has been caused mainly by the fact
that US immigration is the provenance of two
separate government organizations  the
State Department and Customs & Border
Patrol  and in my case they don t appear to
have communicated very well.

As | result | appear to have inadvertently
contravened the regulations, and therefore |
will never again be able to use the visa waiver
program. Nothing can be done about this.
Online outrage, letter writing campaigns and
the like will not have any positive effect on
my situation, so please don t waste your time
and energy.

CBP’s action, besides keeping Cheryl from
attending the 2010 International Conference
on the Fantastic in the Arts, rendered her
temporarily homeless and she unexpectedly
had to find along-term living situation in the
UK.

Cheryl has contended with U.S. authorities
over her visafor a couple of years, dedling
with two agencies, Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP, part of the Department of
Homeland Security) and the Department of
State, which have dightly different defini-
tions of what they will accept and somewhat
different interpretations of the rules.

Kevin Standlee explained on the File 770
blog: "CBP [told Cheryl] more or less, "You
should get a visa because you re coming and
going so often.’ Note that she was staying
strictly within the published rules and regula-
tions; someone at CBP smply didnt like the
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fact that she was coming to the USA so often.

"When she went to State to get a visa, they
told her, 'Y ou dont need a visa to come and
go for those reasons, so dont submit that
application,” and thus she withdrew the appli-
cation.

"Working from States reassurances,
Cheryl came to the US a couple of more
times without much more than the usua bor-
der-crossing inspection, which seemed to
reinforce State s interpretation.

"But this time CBP apparently decided to
bounce her...which makes her indigible for
the visawaiver scheme in the future.

"Whether this will change States mind
about whether she should apply for the visa
that more or less duplicates the class of peo-
ple who come on Visa Waiver is an open
question a thistime.

"But again, the key issue is that the two
agencies agendas and definitions and inter-
pretations are sufficiently different that
Cheryl has been caught in the gears. Anyone
who travels on the visa waiver scheme a lot

should be concerned about this, in my opin-
ion."

Aussiecon 4 Breaks

Hugo Nominations Record
Aussiecon 4 received a record-breaking haul
of Hugo nominations 864. That surpasses
Torcon 3 s record 805 (2003) and drops An-
ticipation s 799 (2009) into third place reports
Aussiecon 4 Hugo Administrator Vincent
Docherty.

Hertz1s 2010 DUFF Delegate
John Hertz is the winner of the 2010 Down
Under Fan Fund. He led an extraordinarily
large field of candidates who were vying to
become North America s delegate to Aussie-
con 4. The other nominees were Jeffrey Bo-
man, Terry Fong & Jannie Shea, Meanie
Herz and John Purcell.

Adminigtrators Steve and Sue Francis
report that 131 votes were cast. The number
of ballots by country/region was; Australia,
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Shields Wins 2010 GUFF Race
James Shields outpolled Douglas Spencer in the 2010 GUFF race. He will attend Aussie-

con 4 in September.
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18; Canada, 18; Europe, 5; USA, 90.

TAFF Winners Announced
Anne KG Murphy and Brian Gray were se-
lected as North American TAFF delegates
and attended the British Eastercon, Odyssey
2010.

The vote count was: Anne KG Murphy /
Brian Gray, 49 first-place votes; Frank Wu,
30; No preference, 13; Hold over funds, 3.

Lacey Wins CUFF
Diane Lacey has won the 2010 Canadian
Unity Fan Fund, the first contested CUFF
race since 2003. Shell be going to Keycon
27 in May.

There were 40 votes cast according to,
LeAmber Raven Kensley, last year s CUFF
delegate and the fund administrator. She said
it was a close race but hasn t posted the vot-
ing totals.

The runner-up was Rob Uhrig, a member

of the Klingon Assault Group (KAG/
Kanada).

Lacey was a member of the Montreal
Worldcon committee and helped administer
the 2009 Hugo Awards.

Mike Glicksohn Medical Update
Mike Glicksohn, unfortunately, is still in
treatment for cancer. The results of his No-
vember 23 cystoscopy came back positive
for high grade cancer cells. So more biop-
sies were done in January, which the doctor
said indicated the cancer was in the prostate
but not the bladder and therefore could be
treated with another series of bladder/
prostate flushings (which Mike has been
through twice before.)

Mike had his fifth and penultimate flush-
ing treatment on March 24. He wrote friends
afterwards:

My doctor suggested the current discom-
fort I've been feeling is probably a direct
result of the treatment being successful and
stripping away the lining of my bladder/
prostate. But he took a urine sample to test
justin case.

Then he called up on a computer the cat-
scan he'd sent me for two weeks ago. As he'd
been in Mexico last week he was seeing it
for thefirst time.

The good news? My remaining kidney
(which was why he’'d scheduled the scan)
seemsfine.

The bad news? There were two places on
the scan that he didn’t like the look of. Didn't
like in a big way. Didn't understand, in fact,
and hadn’t ever seen before. He said | was a
conundrum. (I don’t think that means I'm
okay for safe sex.)

One is a smdl gray blob where there
ought not be anything at al. The cther is the
top of my left hipbone which even to my
untutored eye was distinctly different (in a
negative way) from the top of my right hip-
bone. One or both or neither could be can-
cerous. So he's going to schedule more x-
rays and use them to decide if a biopsy (or
two) is necessary.

When | know the results of any addi-
tiond tests or operations, I'll let you know.

Bill Warren Out of Hospital
Bill Warren, author of Keep Watching the
Skies, 21t Century Edition, is home after a
series of hospita visits. Doctors performed a
biopsy, did surgery to remove scar tissue
from his left lung, and treated various com-
plications including draining accumulated
fluid from his left lung. He s recovering with
care from his wife, Beverly, and a visiting
home hedlth care nurse.

Geis Eye Surgery
Celeébrated fanzine publisher Richard E. Geis
had cataract surgery on his left eye in Febru-
ary. He wrote online afterwards, "My eye
surgery seems to have gone well, but must
wait weeks for the eye to fully heal before
getting new glasses.”

Master El Doing Better

It s been dmost ayear since my last story on
Elliot Shorter. Through Facebook | ve
learned he has been getting around more and
is feeling better. Master El looked particu-
larly elegant in his Society for Creative
Anachronism éttire at the Black Rose Ball on
February 6.

During the fall he attended the Bridge
Birthday Party in Hope Valley, Rhode Island
and even took charge of one side in a board
game played with living pieces:

Later in the evening, El climbed the
long, steep stairs to the second floor with
the help of the brute squad to take part
in the traditional bout of live alquerques (an
ancestor of checkers and chess, and one of
the oldest known board games). El took one
side of the tabletop board, and Josef the
other, while a host of local lords and ladies
took to the carefully marked-up floor to play
out their moves, stylishly sweeping the op-
posing pieces off the board. Three games
were played and the final score was aftie,
with one win for El, one for his opponent,
and one draw.

FansHelp B5 Pin Artist
In December Elana Kestrel was fighting
Stage 4 cancer and needed to raise funds by
selling her inventory of Babylon 5
"jumpgate" pins.

Years ago she created a set of pins con-
taining B5 fans ASCIlI jumpgate symbol
that even the shows creator, J Michael
Straczynski, praised. He told her in a 1995
email ...it's quite nice. By all means, good
luck, looks terrific. At the time Kestrel
thought, It is great to know that this Pin had
passed THE most difficult quality test possi-
ble within the B5 fan world.

At Kestrel s website Jumpgatepins.com



a stem-cell transplant procedure later
this Spring/Summer to fight cancer.

Many of you have sent your
thoughts on my cancer, he wrote.
I m extremely grateful to have such a
great client base. Right now | am haf
way through. All soft tumors are cured,
my doctors are working on a new
chemo (Cytoxin) to get my bone mar-
row count down so that | may enter
stem-cell transplant, so hang in there
with me! | may yet survive this battle. |
may enter stem cell in May or June!

Weist is the author of Bradbury: An
Illugtrated Life, The Comic Art Price
Guide, and The Art of Frank R. Paul.
From 1990 to 2001 he was a consultant
at Sotheby s specidizing in popular
culture, overseeing the auction of Sam
M oskowitz s collection.

North(west) To Alaska
Fans will be aboard Royal Carribean s
Rhapsody of the Seas when it departs
Seattle next July 16 for a week spent
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visiting ports of call along Alaskas

Inside Passage.
Shawn Marier, Northwest Science

you can see the pins online and order them
viaemail.

The artist was diagnosed with breast can-
cer in 2007. She was treated in Portland, Ore-
gon and later moved to Southern Nevada.
Within two years the cancer came back and
now has spread to the liver. When she made
her appeal the tumor was showing signs of
being under control but she was having trou-
ble affording proper food, medicine, and ba-
sicliving expenses.

Fandom responded generously, buying
enough pins to make a big difference in her
ability to afford immediate chemo treatment.
In January she thanked everyone, and re-
ported some progress in her fight against
cancer:

"At my most recent oncology visit on
January 19, | learned that the chemotherapy
had been effective in starting to shrink the
tumor. Before you guys came through for me
| was afraid that | would have to delay my
chemotherapy for an indefinite time because |
did not have the funds to move to a safe place
for agood recovery. Because of the SF online
community came through during a very diffi-
cult time, 1 now get to hope for a much
brighter future."

Jerry Weist Being Treated
When Jerry Weist notified his client list about
anew e-Bay auction, he dso shared the latest
information about his cancer treatment. The
Scoop reported in March:

Weigt told his email client list that this
will be his last eBay auction prior to entering

Fiction Society Vice-Chairman, told
the Smofs list fans are welcome to join the 30
club members and other people already go-
ing. The low end rooms are about $900 pp/
do, which includes all meals. We made sure
the dates should work for people who are
planning on going to Westercon and/or
Worldcon next summer.

Further information about NWSFS plans
for the cruise can be obtained by e-mailing
NWSFS at info@nwsfs.org. Rooms can be
booked through travel agent Barbara Marsh at
425-637-9214 or her emall
barbmarsh@aaawin.com.

Patrick Stewart Lands

in Knight Club
Now hes Sir Patrick Stewart. The Queens
New Year s Honours list upgraded the actor
to aknighthood.

As part of the year 2001 awards, Stewart
received an OBE or Order of the British Em-
pire. The status of these honors descends
from knighthood to CBE, MBE and OBE.
Knights use the title Sir, and those awarded
the British Empire titles may use the letters
after their names.

Anticipation IsMakin Me Wait
Actually the waiting is over! Chris Garcia has
posted the highly entertaining Fanzine Cover
In An Hour featuring art improvised & An-
ticipation by Taral, Marc Schirmeister and
Steve Stiles.

The zines official title is rather longer
and here isChris explanation of how he

ended up with Go Drop Dead An Anticipa-
tion Fanzinein an Hour kinda

The theme for the art, which | got from
the audience wastentacles and airships! It
did my heart good, being such a fan of both
Cthuhlu and Steampunk. | asked folks for a
suggestion for a title, particularly bothering
Marc [Schirmeister], who told me to Go
Drop Dead. That is how titles are made!

In one of severa short articles between
thedrawings of tentacles and airships Chris
Garcia pays tribute to poutine, a Canadian
comfort food that may possibly taste good but
does not photograph well. It looked alot scar-
ier than al those sketches of Cthulhu.

2010 Compton Crook

Nominees
Nominees for the 2010 Compton Crook/
Stephen Tal Award presented by the Balti-
more Science Fiction Society are:
The Windup Girl by Paolo Bacigal upi
Dying Bites by D.D. Barant
Soulless by Gail Carriger
Johannes Cabal, the Necromancer by Jona-
than L. Howard
The winner gets higher way paid to Balti-
con for two years, and receives a plaque and
$1000. Balticon takes place May 28-31, 2010.
The Compton Crook Award is presented
to the best of the first novels published each
year in the field of Science Fiction, Fantasy,
or Horror. Selection is by vote of the BSFS
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membership. The Award is named for sci-
ence fiction author Compton Crook, who
used the nom de plume Stephen Tdl. Comp-
ton Crook died in 1981. The award was first
givenin 1983.

2010 SFRA Awards
The winners of the Science Fiction Research
Association awards for 2010 are:

Pilgrim Award (for lifetime contribu-
tionsto sf & f studies): Eric Rabkin

Pioneer Award (for the most outstanding
sf studies essay of the year): Allison de Fren,
"The Anatomical Gaze in Tomorrow’s Eve,"
published in Science Fiction Studies No. 108,
Val. 36 (2), July 2009: 235-265)

Clareson Award (for distinguished ser-
vice): David Mead

Mary Kay Bray Award (for the best
essay, interview, or extended review in the
past year s SFRA Review): Ritch Calvin,
"Mundane SF 101"

Student Paper Award (for the best paper
presented at the previous year's SFRA con-
ference): Andrew Ferguson, Such Delightin
Bloody Slaughter: R. A. Lafferty and the
Dismemberment of the Body Grotesque

Anticipation Honors

Pass-Along Agreement
Congratulations to the Anticipation commit-
tee for promptly settling the finances of the
2009 Worldcon and sharing out its surplus
funds to future Worldcons.

The initial checks were ddivered at
Smofcon to Aussiecon 4 and Renovation,

with an equal amount reserved for the next
Worldcon to adopt the pass-along policy
(maybe the winning 2012 bid.)

Rend Walling, who co-chaired with Rob-
bie Bourget, announced that the amount each
of the three Worldcons involved has or will
receive US$22,500.

The pass-dong policy is a commitment
to digtribute at least one-half of a Worldcon s
surplus to the next three Worldcons that
make the same promise.

Just how large was Anticipations sur-
plus? The details arent due to be released
until financia reports are submitted at Aus-
siecon 4. A con may pass on more than 50%
if it chooses, of course, though | have never
seen a report of it happening. If the Antici-
pation committee has followed the custom of
distributing exactly 50% of its surplus, its
total surplus may have been US$135,000,
which is remarkable coming from one of the
smaller Worldcons.

London Bidsfor 2014 Worldcon
The London in 2014 Worldcon bid was offi-
cialy announced at the British Eastercon.
The committee proposes to hold the con
August 14-18, 2014 in the new International
Convention Centre, part of the ExCelL exhi-
bition centre complex in London’s Dock-
lands.

Leading the bid are co-chairs Steve Coo-
per and Mike Scott. Steve ran the Publica-
tions division for the 2005 Glasgow World-
con and is the deputy Facilities divison head
for 2011 Worldcon in Reno. Mike has exten-
sive Worldcon experience and co-edits the

Hugo award-winning fanzine Plokta.

There are two Deputy Chairs. James Ba-
con, a former TAFF winner, who co-chaired
the 2009 Eastercon. Alice Lawson was the
Member Services division head at Interaction
and chaired the 2001 Eastercon.

Other members of the bid are Claire Bri-
aley, Secretary, co-editor of Banana Wings;
John Dowd, Treasurer; Rita Medany, Mem-
bership, who is chairing the 2010 Eastercon;
and two Advisers, past Worldcon chairs
Vince Docherty and Colin Harris.

The bid will finance it activities by the
sale of "pre-supporting” and "friend" mem-
berships, costing £12 and £60 respectively
that will receive discounts on membership in
the convention itself.

VCON 35 I's Steaming Your Way
Steampunk - From Alchemy to Zeppelins
will be the theme of VCON 35, October 1-3,
2010. The con will be in the Vancouver,
British Columbia area -- they re still picking
afacility.

The Guests of Honour are Author Cherie
Priest (Boneshaker), Artist James Beveridge
(On Spec Magazine), Musician Heather
Dae.

Memberships are C$45 to July 1, C$50 to
September 1, C$60 to October 1 (a the
door).



Harlan Ellison

Grammy Nominee
Harlan Ellison earned a 2010 Grammy nomi-
nation for his reading of Through the Looking
-Glass And What Alice Found There,

Susan Ellison revea ed the news December
2 on Harlandlison.com saying, Harlan is
running around yelling Oh, my God! Oh, my
God! A reader pointed out that put himin a
class with President Barack Obama, winner
of a Spoken Word Grammy.

The reason for al this love is apparent
from a review in Audicfile Magazne,

Ellison s jaunty reading provides just the
right mix of whimsy and awe for the story s
rhymes and clever characters.

The recording was nominated in the Best
Spoken Word Album For Children category.

When the awards were announced January
31, Ellison lost to Buck Howdy and his
Aaaaah! Spooky, Scary Sories & Songs.

Harlan reassured followers of his website,
"I had a couple of my own favorites neither
of whom happened to be me, right from the
git-go but it has been a keen-o hoot of aride,
and you Il just have to take my sincere smil-
ing word on this: | am copacetic with the way
it turned out.”

P.S. After | ran this story online | learned
that Buck Howdy is the professiona name of
Steve Vaus, the brother of Wil Vauswho did
ajoint book signing with Dianain 2008. It s
asmall world after al....

What Heinlein Believes
Edward R. Murrow did a series of audio
essays called This | Believe on CBS for
four years in the 1950s. Lately the Bob Ed-
wards Show on the Sirius Satellite Network
has been shining a spotlight on Murrow s
old program, replaying one of the essays
every week.

Murrow introduced the concept with the
first instalment in 1951: This| Believe. By
tha name, we bring you a new series of
radio broadcasts presenting the persond
philosophies of thoughtful men and women
in al walks of life. In this brief time each
night, a banker or a butcher, a painter or a
social worker, people of all kinds who need
have nothing more in common than integ-
ritya real honesty will tak out loud
about the rules they live by, the things they
have found to be the basic values in their
lives.

Robert A. Heinlein contributed Our
Noble, Essentiad Decency to the series and
recorded his own words for broadcast. You

can hear Heinlein speak his piece at the This-
believe.com website, which provides free and
immediate access to a digitd recording and a
full transcript.

Heinleins essay begins: | am not going
to talk about religious beliefs but about mat-
ters so obvious that it has gone out of style to
mention them. | believe in my neighbors. |
know their faults, and | know that their vir-
tues far outweigh their faults.

The most interesting lines are these: |
believe that amost all politicians are honest.
For every bribed aderman, there are hun-
dreds of paliticianslow paid or not paid at
all doing their level best without thanks or
glory to make our system work. If this were
not true, we would never have gotten past the
Thirteen Colonies.

After reading so many of his characters
define an honest palitician as one who stays
bought it is reassuring to hear him say so.

Best Bad Guy Ever
Ed Green has made it easier than ever to fol-
low his blooming acting career through his
page on the Internet Movie Database.
That sthe place | learned Ed played The
Bad Guy in Wife of the Bad Guy, Steve Bart-
lett s 15-minute crime short.

The story concept is. Theres someone
for everyone even the bad guy. But how
much does she really know about her hus-
band s business?

Bartlett s film has been accepted for show-
ing at the Fear No Film Festiva in Utah and
the Delta International Film & Video Festival
in Massachusetts.

In the meantime, keep looking for Ed in
new features, commercials and music videos.
Or dse.

Natcon 50 Commemoration
Fans are celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the first Austrdian Nationa Science Fiction
Convention, held a Sydney in 1952.
The Natcon 50 Project committee plans to
publish a commemorative book and is ac-
tively seeking photos, stories, programs,
scanned images, or links to such things a-
ready posted online. They ve opened an im-
pressive variety of technological portals to
make it easy to send things to them:

You can share your Natcon mementos
with us in whatever way is most convenient.
If you have a Flickr account, upload photos
and scanned images (or find stuff youve
already uploaded) then tag them with
Natcon50 to add them to the pool. Or you
can email us a natcon50@gmail.com, or

contact us through our Facebook page. Keep
up to date with how the project is going by
following our RSS feed or follow Natcon50
on Twitter.

Ironically, there was one thing missing
from the originad announcement - an ad-
dress for sending them dead tree fanac. |
suspected some of thevintage fans who
ownthe old, old material they need
would relate more easily to making paper
copies. When that was pointed out they
promptly fixed up a paper mailing address
too: Natcon 50, P.O. Box 3027, Yokine,
WA, 6060 Austraia



2010 FAANn Award Winners
The Fanzine Activity Achievement Awards
were presented at Corflu Cobat in Winches-
ter, England on March 21.

Best Fanzine: Banana Wings (Claire Bri-
aley & Mark Plummer)
Best Fan Writer: Claire Bridey
Best Fan Artist: Steve Stiles
Best L etterhack (akaHarry Warner Me-
morial Award): Robert Lichtman
Best Website: eFanzines (Bill Burns)
Lifetime Achievement Award: Ted White
Number One Fan Face: Robert Lichtman
Best New Fan: Jacqueline Monahan of
Las Vegas
Votes were cast by 43 fans this year. In the
closest race, Best Artist, Steve Stiles edged
Dan Steffan by a single point.

Celebrating a Corflu tradition, D West
was chosen Past President of FWA for 2009.

The next Corflu will be hosted in Sunny-
vale, Cdlifornia in February 2011. Chris
Garcia and crew will hold it at the Domain
Hotel.

Occam s Starship

On February 16, Matthew Sanborn Smith
ignited a controversy by advocating that
people nominate Star ShipSofa for the Best
Fanzine Hugo: Because of a rewording of
the rules, The StarShipSofa podcast could be
eligible for nomination for the Best Fanzine
Hugo. Wait. Could be? Thetruthis, we can t
know for sure until we get in somebody s
face and force the issue by actually scoring
nominations from lots and lots of people.
You happen to be one of lots and lots of
people.

The campaign, which proved successful,
stirred up resistance in some familiar corners
of fandom, partly because unlike most fan-

zines Star ShipSofa presents fiction, making it
comparable to last year s winner Electric
Velocipede, and partly because SarShipSofa
is done as an audio podcast, therefore (of
course) is not inthe form of text.

The idea aso has its defenders. On Cheryl
Morgan s site both sides got a thorough air-
ing.

Their discussion interested me quite a bit.
In one of the exchanges Chris Garcia com-
mented, But still, | can t think of any way in
which a Podcast isnt a dramatic presentation
or that a Podcast IS a fanzine. And Cheryl
Morgan, defending the eligibility of a pod-
cast magazine for Best Fanzine, tried to con-
vince Chris to rethink his argument by chal-
lenging him with this extrapolation: And
what would [you] say if Tony used a speech-
to-text converter to put transcripts of Sar
Ship Sofa episodes online as text? Would
that suddenly makeit afanzine? | wasfasci-
nated by the whole philosophy-of-fanzines
debate.

But when | d finished reading | wondered
if something important had been overlooked.
Matthew Sanborn Smith s fervently desired
constitutional crisis cant possibly arise be-
cause Hugo Administrator Vincent Docherty
wont be forced to decide if a podcast is
eligible. Here swhy.

People who nominated StarShipSofa sim-
ply wrote down StarShipSofa on ther
ballotss. They did not write down
StarShipSofa  only the podcast, nothing
else. The podcasts are posted at http:/
www.starshipsofa.com/, an extensive, regu-
larly updated website which seems un-
questionably eligible for the Best Fanzine
Hugo under the new rules. Even if Vincent
Docherty had a problem with the eigibility
of a podcast (no way of knowing) he has no
reason to let the existence of the podcast

prevent him from attributing the nominating
votes to the perfectly eligible same-named
website. In the end, Docherty self-evidently
found Star ShipSofa was €ligible under some
rationale.

Flaming Youth
Chris Garcia set his beard on fire while cook-
ing on March 5. Fortunately he was unin-
jured apart from hisbeard needing to be
trimmed.

Chris has been mourned his blighted sar-
torid splendor on Facebook. My favorite
among the blizzard of comments made by
Chriss Facebook friendswasKate Klig-
man sinsightful question: People like that
your face caught on fire?

SF 101

When Science Fiction/San Francisco #100
came out in December the excitement of
hitting the century mark was overshadowed
by the startling announcement that co-editor
Chris Garcia and copyeditor David Moyce
had stepped down (although Chris planned to
keep writing articles), leaving co-editor Jean
Martin in full charge. At the same time, Jean
announced she was ratcheting down the fre-
quency from bi-weekly to monthly.

A sigh of relief greeted the arrival of SF/
SF #101, because that showed the schedule
change had not degraded into an indefinite
hiatus, and also because Chris Garcia con-
tributed amgor story.

Chris was the first person with access to
the participants to effectively report and
anayze the BayCon committee s meltdown.
A large number of committee members re-
signed out of concern over the parent corpo-
ration stax status and dissatisfaction with the
leadership of Michael Siladi.

Chris also has a piece about the Anime
Expo Implosion and the management con-
troversies that have ensued since it changed
leadership.

Both are fine examples of fannish news-
writing.

Jean Martin has taken the title of Editor-in
-Chief but she won t have to fly solo. Espasesa
Sheriff will become an Editor and contribute
more in the future (though she s been writing
fascinating conreports all along).

Rina Weisman from the origind SF in
SF online and Tachyon Publications aso
has volunteered to become the team's new
proofreader. | m very jealous. | wish File
770 had a proofreader. (And | know you all
wishit did, too!)



Jay Lake Wins

Dalmas Award
Jay Lake was presented the 2010 John W.
Dalmas Award during opening ceremonies
at RadCon in February.

The award, announced the committee,
is [in] recognition of Jay Lakes gift of
himself to not only RadCon, but fandom in
general.

Alices Copy of Carroll
Brings Top Dollar

The first edition, dedication copy of
Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice
Found There, presented to the origina Alice
by Lewis Carrall, fetched $115,000 at a
Profilesin History auction on December 16.

Another first edition of the book that
came with two fine origina pencil drawings
by John Tenniel of Alice and Humpty
Dumpty sold for $46,000.

The auction was full of items science
fiction and fantasy fans would love to own.
Beatrix Potter s personal copy of The Tale
of Peter Rabbit went for $92,000; The Won-
derful Wizard of Oz, First Edition, first state
of the text and first state of the plates, cost a
bidder $51,750; and The Time Machine: An
Invention, first edition, presentation copy
inscribed by the author, H.G. Wadls,
brought $25,875.

Inklings fans would have needed deep
pockets to take home The Fellowship of the
Ring, first British edition in dust jacket: its
new owner paid $11,500. The Lion, The
Witch and the Wardrobe, with a tipped-in
autograph letter about Narnia by C. S
Lewis, was a comparative bargain at
$9,200. Diana has wanted a Lewis auto-
graph for years, but just before the auction
we blew the family fortune on a used 2007
Camry.

Will San Diego Comic-Con International relocate to another city after 2012? The question in-
spired a sudden burst of TV and newspaper stories in February. Comic-Con'’s facilities commit-
ments expire in 2012. But would the 126,000-person convention leave its birthplace and home for
the past 40 years?

The San Diego Union-Tribune ran a story Is Comic-Con Really Leaving San Diego? on
February 21. The next day the question was echoed by television stations in Southern California
serving communities that would like to attract the con, like KTLA in Los Angeles.

Sometimes stories like this come in response to information released to leverage public opin-
ion, which is evidently true in this case. The San Diego Convention Center Corporation has sent a
proposal to Comic-Con that would extend their contract through 2015. At the sametime, it’'s made
a concerted effort to rally public support to keep the con in San Diego.

Comic-Con spokesman David Glanzer pointed out to the Union-Tribune that four-day passes
to this year s convention sold out in September, and indivi dual tickets for Friday and Saturday are
already gone. Space is
a a premium and the
Comic-Con board is
being courted by other
convention agencies.

We have to be
aware of our attendees,
and we dont want it to
be problematic for them
to attend the show,

Glanzer said. When

you have to limit exhibit

space and sdll out early,

those are negatives, but

by San Diego trying to

increase hotel-room

blocks and utilize space

at adjacent hotels, that

may neutralize some of

those things. It s not a secret that Anaheim would love for us to move up there, and they have a
world-class facility and alot of hotels and have put forward a great location, but it will be up to
the board to decide exactly what it is we can do. We have to look at the pluses and minuses of
everything. It snot just as easy as choosing apin on a map and saying, Let sgo here. ?

Charles Ahlers, president of the Anaheim/Orange County Visitor & Convention Bureau. told a
reporter, Candidly, we think of Comic-Con as a good fit bec ause we have a very nice, walkable
housing package and a big convention center that is the largest in California. The emation is with
San Diego becauseit grew up thereand is a risk of leaving, but nothing lasts forever.

Comic-Con is expected to make its decision the spring.

Phil Dick s Dream Library
Philip K. Dick had a series of dreams about needing to find an unidentified book. Letters of Note
posted a copy of the correspondence where Dick explains tha the sought after book is not
Heinlein s | Wil Fear No Evil:

"The first dream on July 4 was much more explicit than any before; | took down my copy of
Robert Heinlein'sl Wil Fear No Evil, alarge blue hardback U.K. edition, for two men to look at.
Both men said this was not a book (or the book) they were interested in. However, it was clear
that the book wanted was large and blue and hardback."

Did his dream self eventudly figure out which book they wanted? Yes. It was an unreadable
700-page biography of President Warren G. Harding.

A NaNoWriMo Winner
Joy V. Smith, a frequent contributor to File 770 s letter column, is one of the NaNowWriMo
(National Novel Writing Month) 2009 winners. The goal of NaNoWriMo is towrite 50,000
words in 30 days. Writers start November 1 and must finish by November 30. She finished on
November 25 by writing over 2,000 words aday. Joy has written an article on her experience for
an upcoming issue of Working Writer.






