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“What technology gives, fandom takes away” 

… so says Eric Mayer in his e-zine E-Ditto 14, lamenting the absence of meaty loccols in e-zinesresulting from on-line 

responses. He says that fandom's attitude towards e-zines denies their editors the main pleasure of fan publishing, viz. the 

two way communication it engenders. Read more in Eric’s  E-Ditto on  e-Fanzines. 
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This issue’s cover 
 

The cover: The exploration of n-dimensional space 
 

Graphic and notes by Dick Jenssen 

Although Dr. E. E. Smith, the chronicler of the scientific investigations of Dick Seaton, was gathered some 

time ago, the historical documents of the researches of Seaton and his rival Marc DuQuesne are still being 

published.  The  latest,  semi-popular,  exposition  will  be  found  in  the  current  issue  of  The  Journal  of 

Reproducible Results in the article An Extraordinary Investigation of String-Theory Dimensions by C. A. 

Smith. Although for many years Seaton and DuQuesne were bitter antagonists they have, admittedly somewhat 

reluctantly, realised that pooling their talents creates an intellectual whole greater than their parts. 
 

Accordingly, they have spent many years developing devices which permit the physical inquisition of multi- 

dimensional spaces – “physical‟ not only in the sense of mechanical drones, but also large vessels capable of 

housing teams of humans. In this regard the Skylark of Space is an almost perfect vehicle. Its spherical shape 

is  admirably  suited  to  the  stresses  which  will  inevitably  be  imposed  in  the  shift  to  higher  and  higher 

dimensions. 
 
As the Skylark  moves into such higher dimensions, the Seaton/DuQuesne effect modifies  it and its occupants, 

and increases their dimensions accordingly. The equations for a spherical object (a “ball”) in such expanded 

space are well known (References 1 & 2), and have been known for well over a century (Ref. 3), and imply 

effects both bizarre and possibly inimical. For example, contrary to “intuitive‟ imagination, even though it may 

be expected that an n-dimensional ball will, because of the increased dimensions, have an ever increasing 

volume as the dimension rises, this is not the case: the volume does rise, but reaches a maximum, after which it 

falls, and, in fact, becomes vanishingly small. A unit-ball reaches a maximum volume just above dimension 5 

(in  fact,  at  the  fractal  dimension  5.257)  after  which  the  volume  decreases  (Ref.  4).  Fortunately  at  ten 

dimensions – the dimension which Seaton and DuQuesne will be exploring – the volume of the unit-ball is 

almost that in three dimensions. However, the 10-dimensional space in which the Skylark is embedded 

becomes some 500 times larger than the vessel – so navigation becomes quite hazardous. 

However – as the cover photograph shows – the exploration was successful: what is depicted there is the 

Skylark emerging from 10-dimensional space into our normal 3-dimensional space (well, 4-dimensional if 

space-time is considered). 

References 

1.    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/N-sphere 

2.    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deriving_the_volume_of_an_n-ball 

The above two references give mathematical details of an n-ball. 

3.    http://www.americanscientist.org/issues/pub/an-adventure-in-the-nth-dimension/1 

This is one of the most fascinating – yes Mr. Spock, fascinating – articles I have recently read. You can read 

the article at the site, or download it as a pdf file which can then be printed. 
 

For those interested, given the dimension N, the radius, R, at which the n-ball has a maximum volume is found 

(by my Mathematica software) to be: 

 

 

 Ditmar 

Indeed! But what about the spiritual inquisition of multi-dimensional spaces? Dualism and mind-brain 

identity are competing theories, identity theory being the simpler because it commits to fewer entities. Both 

Seaton and DuQuesne are materialists whose gigantic intellects result from reading the brains of abler entities. 

Ditmar correctly identifies the spherical design of the Skylark of Space as an ideal environment for the 

exploration of n-dimensional space subject to an experimental limit of ten dimensions. Beyond that lies an 

increasing risk of encountering vanishingly small volumes where any reality must be non-material. Ed. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/N-sphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deriving_the_volume_of_an_n-ball
http://www.americanscientist.org/issues/pub/an-adventure-in-the-nth-dimension/1
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Letters from (North) America 
 

Loc from Lloyd Penney 
 

Lloyd Penney is a well-known Canadian letter-hack and fanzine editor. He has won the FAAn Award for Best 

LetterHack four times for his LoCs, which are widely enjoyed by science fiction fanzine editors and their 

readers. 
 

1706-24 Eva Rd., Etobicoke, Ontario, CANADA M9C 2B2 

Saturday October 29
th
, 2011 

 

Dear Bill: 
 

Thank you for another Antipodean Areopagus, issue 4 this time. It‟s a Friday, hurray for that, and let‟s get 

going with some comments on the contents. 
 

The 2011 Canadian National Convention, or CanVention, is coming up next month, in about three weeks or so. 

We‟re looking forward to it…old time radio panels, I‟m curating a display on past Canadian SF awards, and I am 

up for an Aurora Award. Can‟t wait to see all of this happen. 
 

My loc…at the above mentioned convention, Kent Pollard should be there at this year‟s CUFF delegate. I did 

meet John Coxon and David Cake as the big fan fund winners, and we are considering an attempt for TAFF in 

the next couple of years. 
 

The Canadian health care system is a bit of a hybrid…in Ontario, premiums are paid to help fund the system, 

but if I needed a serious operation, it would be paid by the provincial health care plan, and I wouldn‟t be in 

debt for years until it was paid. That‟s been described as socialism and even communism by American 

friends…hey, so be it, call it what you like. If you had it, though, you‟d wonder how you ever lived without it. 
 

The US Treasury financial statement…it does make me wonder what might happen if the US decreased its 

military spending by even 10%. Would there be a huge change in life in the US? Would the military consider a 

revolt? Would the American public stand for it? Just a small change in US spending habits would change 

things so much, and for the better, in my opinion. And, the enormous US debt might even get partially repaid. 
 

The nanny or nappy state…yes, we‟re all living in it. The main reason we are there is that in the long run, the 

average citizen won‟t do what is requested of them, even the simplest requests. Signs that say “No Smoking” 

or “Do Not Block Doors” would work if we cared to follow their instruction, but we take the attitude that we 

don‟t have to if we don‟t want to. We‟re all childish in that way. If only we‟d do these things because 

following those instructions would make things easier and better for all… 
 

Great ad for Pulvermacher‟s Electric Belts. How did we ever survive some of the homemade electric belts, and 

chemical concoctions, sold to our ancestors? If nothing else, the ads themselves are great in the graphic sense. 
 

All done for the moment…many thanks. See you with the next issue. 
 

Yours,                                                                                                                                      Lloyd Penney 
o-o-o 
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LoC from Eric Mayer 
 

Pennsylvania USA 
 

Eric Mayer discovered fandom in 1972. From 1978 to 1995 he published Groggy, a mostly dittoed perzine that 

often featured hectographed covers. His current e-zine is E-Ditto available at eFanzines: 

http://efanzines.com. 

Wednesday October 26
th
, 2011 

 

Dear Bill: 
 

Thanks for Antipodean Areopagus # 4. I had never heard the term anti-agathics. Although anti-agathics are no 

doubt appealing to individuals alive right now, it is hard to imagine how societies would cope. United States 

society, for example, can't offer employment for anywhere near all the adult Americans, for even a few 

decades. Plus, I can see those yet unborn might not be too happy when they finally arrive and find every niche 

in society already filled by people who aren't going anywhere soon. I guess we would need to beam down that 

limitless microwave energy I've read about but even then there soon wouldn't be room to live, or to grow food. 

But, hey, if people were immortal then generation ships would make sense so we could fly off to other stars 

and galaxies. 
 

Sad to say you've got it exactly right about our insurance company care system. From my limited (luckily) 

interaction with doctors over the years I'd guess they'd be perfectly pleased to be allowed to run things in such 

a way as to benefit their patients before the insurers. 
 

I'm not sure what it is, exactly, that Republicans want. It is not as if their wealthy employers would even 

notice the extra tax that would be necessary for them to be paying their fair share for the maintenance of the 

society which has been so good to them. I am beginning to think they they really want to reduce everyone but 

the rich to, for all intents and purposes, slavery. Indentured servitude to a corporation will be the only option 

for 99% of people. Remember the Republican base is in the South. They intend to win the Civil War after all. 
 

Indeed, Congress seems insane, but I am afraid it was the populace who put those guys there. We'll see what 

happens about a year hence. If voters can't grasp that things remain so bad because the Republicans have done 

everything in their power to make sure they stay bad, well then I guess we can safely pronouce Americans to 

be nuts, or maybe just abysmally stupid. 
 

Tim Train's article on "the" was amusing. I sometimes wonder how necessary "the" is. I write and edit law 

books. Whatever the subject, and whether it is a small treatise or a huge encyclopedia, law books have one 

thing common -- they go out of date almost immediately thanks to new laws and cases. They need to be 

supplemented. One common feature for supplements are "notes" derived from cases -- brief summaries of what 

the judges wrote about legal principles in their court opinion. Legal publishers I have worked for, in order to 

save space (and printing costs and postage) in the supplements they ship our periodically to subscribers, 

prohibit the use of articles including "the" and I have never found the sense of a note to be affected. Of course, 

when the publications are eventually expanded into new editions, incorporating said notes all the article have to 

be put back in for readability. I suppose "readability" differs from "make sense." 
 

Now let's see....skype lunch. All you would do would be to see. 
 

Electronic fanzines, yes. They can be read. Electronic food, very unsatisfying to eat. I wonder if someday 

smells will be broadcast electronically, or are they already? Have I been missing out on the iSnout? Maybe all 

you can smell with an iSnout is baloney. 
 

Badly addressed mail? My most egregious example was my long-ago subscription the Magazine of Fantasy 

and Science Fiction which came to "eerie meyer". At least I don't have to worry about fanzines being 

misaddressed since I prefer mine electronic. 
 

Best from Eric Mayer 
 

 

 

http://efanzines.com/
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Conventions on the horizon 

Swancon 2012: Doom Con 

37
th 

in the series held annually in Perth, Western Australia an Apocalypse-themed convention 

       occurring on 5th to 9th of April 2012 at a venue to be advised. 

 

The end of the world is coming; 

Let‟s go out with a bang! 

 

And remember 
 

The Apocalypse: 
 

It‟s just a big con. 
 

-- 
 

For all your Doom-Con information, 

visit our Website,  l 

like us on Facebook, 

and follow us on Twitter. 

 

National Guest of Honour: Marianne de Pierres 

Marianne de Pierres is the author of the multi award-nominated Parrish Plessis and Sentients of Orion 

science fiction series. The Parrish Plessis series has been translated into eight languages and adapted 

into a Role Playing Game. She is also the Davitt award-winning author of the humorous Tara Sharp 

crime series, written under the pseudonym Marianne Delacourt. Currently she is writing a Young 

Adult dark fantasy trilogy, entitled Night Creatures. Visit her websites at 

www.mariannedepierres.com, www.tarasharp.com and www.burnbright.com 
 

International Guest of Honour: Brandon Sanderson 

Brandon Sanderson is an American fantasy author famous for his Mistborn trilogy. He has been 

nominated twice for the John W. Campbell Award. He also wrote a Young Adult series called 

Alcatraz, which is light-hearted but every bit as good as his adult fiction. 

 
After Robert Jordan‟s death, Brandon Sanderson was selected by Harriet McDougal (Robert Jordan‟s 

widow), to complete the final book in Jordan‟s epic fantasy series The Wheel of Time. Harriet asked 

him to complete the series after being deeply impressed by Mistborn: The Final Empire. 
 

The first, The Gathering Storm, was released on 27 October 2009, and Towers of Midnight was 

released on 2 November 2010, with the remaining novel, A Memory of Light, tentatively following 

some time between March and November 2012. Brandon has indicated he intends to completely re- 

read the entire series before writing A Memory of Light. He wants to make sure it is done right. 
 

Fan Guest of Honour: Chris Creagh 

Chris first attended Swancon in 1999 and has been a strong member of the fan community for many 

years. All of her work and support was recognised when she won the MumFan Award in 2009. It is 

an absolute honour to have her as the Fan Guest at Doom-Con. 
 

The venue Swancon 2012 is yet to be announced. 

http://www.swancon.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Swancon/180400488675849?sk=info#!/pages/Swancon/180400488675849
http://twitter.com/#!/swancon
http://www.mariannedepierres.com/
http://www.tarasharp.com/
http://www.burnbright.com/
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Conventions on the horizon (continued) 

OLYMPUS 2012 
 

The British Eastercon in London on 6-9 April 2012 (Easter weekend) 
 

Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow, London, UK 
 

Guests of Honour Fan Guests of Honour 
 

Paul Cornell Margaret Austin 

Cory Doctorow Martin Easterbrook 

George R.R. Martin 

Tricia Sullivan 

The GUFF laureate from Australia will also be there (see next page). 

ж 

CONTINUUM 8 

Australia‟s 51
st 

Natcon  in Melbourne on 8-11 June, 2012 (Queen‟s Birthday  weekend) 

 
Chair: Emilly McLeay says… 

In 2012, Continuum 8 will be the first Continuum to also be the Australian 
National Science Fiction Convention. Having worked on most of the previous 

Continuums it’s my turn to be in the chair, with the same gang who‟ve been 

working on Continuum the past few years as committee. 

The Natcon gives us the opportunity to be a bigger convention than the last few 

Continuums have been, and we’re excited about the extra things we’ll be able 

to do with more members. We’ll also be working with people from outside 

Victoria to make sure this really is a national convention to remember. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Departure point to be announced 

 

 

A shuttle service from Earth is planned 

for the convenience of human attendees. 
 

Visit:  http://continuum.org.au/c7/continuum- 8-melbourne-2012/  for 

reports on Continuum 4 (2006), Continuum 5 (2009) and Continuum 6 (2010). 

http://continuum.org.au/c7/continuum-%208-melbourne-2012/
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The 2011/12 GUFF ballot – Australasia to Europe 
 

Kylie Ding and Grant Watson are this year‟s candidates for GUFF, the Get-Up-and-Over Fan Fund. 

The winner of the race will travel from Autralasia to Europe for Olympus 2012, next year‟s 
Eastercon in London.  GUFF is not limited by geography, so anyone may vote.  Voting deadline is 
Jan 22, 2012. 

 

About GUFF 
 

GUFF was created in 1979. Known as the Get Up-and-over Fan Fund or the Going Under Fan Fund, 

depending on which direction it's running, GUFF exists to provide funds to enable well-known fans from 

Australasia and Europe to visit each other's national (or other) conventions and to get to know each other's 

fandoms better. GUFF, like other fan funds, exists solely through the support of fandom. The candidates for 

each trip are voted on by interested fans, and each vote is accompanied by a monetary donation. These votes, 

and the continuing generosity of fandom through auctions and other donations, are what make GUFF possible. 
 

Who may vote? 
 

Voting in the race to send an Australasian fan to Olympus, the 2012 British Eastern is open to anyone who was 

active in fandom prior to August 2009, and who contributes at least UK£5.00 or AUS$10.00 (or the equivalent 

in other currencies) to the fund. Larger contributions are encouraged and will be gratefully accepted. Only one 

vote per person is allowed. You must sign or otherwise verify your ballot, but your vote will not be made 

public. 
 

Voting Details. GUFF uses a preferential ballot system which guarantees automatic runoffs until a majority 

is obtained. You rank the candidates in order of your preference for them. If the leading first-place candidate 

does not have a majority of votes after the first round of counting, the first-place votes for the lowest-placed 

candidate are discarded, and the second-place votes on those ballots are counted as first-place votes for the 

candidates concerned. This process is repeated until one candidate has a majority of all the votes cast. Votes 

for second and third place candidates are therefore important, but you may not rank any candidate in more than 

one position on your ballot. 
 

Hold Over Funds. This choice, like “No award‟ in award balloting, gives you the chance to vote for no 

GUFF trip in 2012 if for any reason the candidates do not appeal. Hold over funds may be voted for in any 

position on the ballot. 
 

No Preference. This choice is for voters who do not wish the GUFF trip to be held over, but who either 

cannot or prefer not to decide between the candidates. 
 

Donations 
 

GUFF gratefully accepts your freely given money and material for auction. If you're not eligible to vote, or for 

some reason you don't wish to vote, why not donate anyway? 
 

Candidates 
 

Each candidate has posted a bond of AUS$25.00, promised that barring force majeure they will travel to 

Olympus 2012 (http://olympus2012.org/) if elected, and provided nominations and a short platform extolling 

their many interests and virtues. The candidates‟ platforms appear on the ballot form – see below... 
 

How to vote 

Print out a ballot form from:  http://ozfanfunds.com/guff/2012guffballot.htm. Send completed ballot form to: 

Australia: Sue Ann Barber, PO Box 249, Pascoe Vale South, Victoria, 3044, Australia. 

E-mail:  activeim@hotmail.com. You may donate either by PayPal via the 

same e-mail address, or by cheque made out to “GUFF‟. 
 

United Kingdom:  James Shields, 7 The Way, Highlands, Drogheda Co. Meath, Ireland. 

E-mail:  james@lostcarpark.com. You may donate either by PayPal 

via e-mail address:  lister@liv.ac.uk, or by cheque made out to “GUFF‟. 
 

Voting ends at one minute to midnight on 22nd January, 2012, GMT. 

http://olympus2012.org/
http://ozfanfunds.com/guff/2012guffballot.htm
mailto:activeim@hotmail.com
mailto:james@lostcarpark.com
mailto:lister@liv.ac.uk
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About fan funds 

About Fan Funds, their origin, what they’re for, how they work and why you should support them. 
 

TAFF 
DUFF 

                                                                       

 
GUFF 

 

 
 
NAFF 
 

 
 
 
FFANZ                   

                                                                                                                         CUFF 

It all started in the 1950s when a group of fans in the United Kingdom decided it would be nice to send their 

mate Walt Willis to a Worldcon in Chicago. Walt was very appreciative and went out of his way to help the 

convention and represent his country to the best of his ability. On his return, he filled several fanzines with 

reports from the convention. Remember, this was well before the Internet so fanzines were the only way people 

got to hear about far away conventions. From this small beginning, the Trans Atlantic Fan Fund (TAFF) that 

sends a European representative to North America, and vice versa, in alternate years, was born. 
 

The Down Under Fan  Fund ( DUFF) alternately sending fans between the US and Australia was the next 

major fan fund, and this was followed by GUFF, which stands for either Going Under Fan Fund or Get Up- 

and-over Fan Fund, sending fans  between  Europe and Australia. The Fan Fund of Australia and New Zealand 

(FFANZ) sends delegates to each other‟s National SF Convention. 
 

As well as Inter-national fan fund there are also Intra-national fan funds. Examples are the Canadian Unity Fan 

Fund (CUFF) and the National Australia Fan Fund (NAFF) that take fans from one region to a major 

convention in another region. Still other funds are "one offs" that raise money to bring a specific fan to a 

specific convention. For example, the Tucker Bag fund brought the late Bob Tucker from the U.S.A. to the 

1975 Aussiecon, and the Bring Bruce Bayside fund enabled Australian fan Bruce Gillespie to attend the Corflu 

and Potlatch conventions in California in 2005. 
 

Fan Fund laureates represent the best their country has to offer at the host country‟s top convention. They 

enrich fandom globally and their delegates are good company. That‟s why you should support them with your 

donation when the time comes to vote for the candidate of your choice. 
 

ж 

Genegeneering 
 

The TV series “Aftershock‟ ran for 13 episodes from 2001. I missed all but one of them, but the one I saw has 

made a lasting impression me, in that it offered the curious notion that one of the consequences of rewriting the 

human genome for each new generation will be the fragmentation of humans into different species. 

So kit was wrong of me to claim credit for the idea when I wrote in IRS #200 April 2001, “Why can’t some of 
the modifications be tailored for life on Venus, life on Jupiter or life in the trackless reaches of space between 

the planets?” The idea has been around for a long time in science fiction. The late A E Van Vogt‟s novel “The 

Silkie‟ is the earliest example I can recall. 
 

I wish that my room had a floor. 

I don‟t care so much for a door. 

But this walking around 

Without touching the ground 
 

Is getting to be quite a bore. 
 

Should a genegineer ever tout for business in my precinct, my first order would be for transvolutionary genes 

to be grafted into my soma like the man-made gods in Jack Williamson‟s great and, sadly, under-appreciated 

novel “Brother to Demons, Brother to Gods‟, giving me the ability to levitate.  

I get very tired sometimes, just walking around.  Floating scant inches above the ground or soaring through 

the air in the manner of a Mount Shasta adept from Robert Heinlein‟s „Lost Legacy‟ would be my cup of tea. 

Bill Wright 
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Splatter at the Rosstown 
 

 

 
 
 

Dick Jenssen (a.k.a. Ditmar) and Mervyn Binns (doyen of Melbourne fandom and winner of the Forest 

J Ackerman Big Heart Award at Aussiecon 4) share a quiet moment together at a dinner at the 

Rosstown pub in the Melbourne suburb of Carnegie  – a nostalgic toast to days gone by, and to those 

still to come… 
 

 

 
 

 
…and  then a  moment  of  shock as author  Lee Harding‟s  passionate exposition of  a  cinematic point, 
augmented with physical accompaniment (in a manner which is best described as a “voluble‟ and “emphatic‟ 
gesticulation), results in his hand colliding with his claret glass and its contents massively soaking Dick. 

The latter‟s immediate mock response is to go full throttle at Lee, but that is thwarted by Lee‟s unseemly 

mirth. 
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However, on realizing that he has almost voided his wine glass, Lee is mortified, and attempts to 

minimize the stains on Dick‟s white shirt. 
 
 

 

 
Some minutes later a measure of calm is restored, and all four diners are still enjoying the merry 

mishap. Merv and Helena are wonderfully amused at the antics of their old friends 
 

Epilogue – in the nature of an unpaid advertisement 
 

Once home, I liberally sprayed the shirt (and my cream-colored trousers – which had also 

been claretted) with Preen let them soak overnight, and then threw them into the washing-machine 
with some OMO powder. They emerged stain-free… 

 

What an adventure ! Dick Jenssen 

 
First and third photos are by Helena Binns. The others are by an unnamed waitress at the Rosstown. Ed. 
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Immortality department – the role of senescent cells in ageing 
 

Ethical disclaimer: There are few issues that stir the collective conscience of Mankind more than the ethics of 
human enhancement, especially when it involves genetic interference to breed strains of obviously sentient 
lower animals for testing experimental drugs. Widipedia says that sentience* is the ability to feel, perceive or 
be conscious or to have subjective experiences. 

 

* Eighteenth century philosophers used the term sentience to distinguish the ability to think (reason) from the 
ability to feel (sentience). In modern western philosophy sentience is the ability to have sensations or 
experiences (described by some thinkers as "qualƛŀέ). In  Eastern philosophy, sentience is a metaphysical quality 
of all things that requires respect and care. The concept is central to the philosophy of animal rights, because 
sentience is necessary for the ability to suffer, which entails certain rights. In science fiction, non-human 
characters described as Ψǎentient" typically have similar abilities, qualities and rights as human beings. 

 

That said, this article deals with senescence, not sentience; but the ethics of what is being done in the name of 
science in pursuit of human progress are of a high order and remain under intense scrutiny by philosophers 
charged with the responsibility of monitoring research activities, as well as by religions with well-developed 
systems of faith-based moral philosophy. Sometimes public discussion of the issues ventures into those rarefied 
heights, particularly when governments legislate to ban specific lines of research. 

 

ж 
 

Cash-strapped Western governments seem to have discontinued support for chemical approaches to research in 

the life sciences, having been persuaded that any payoff will come exclusively from genetic engineering. This 

article aims to show that, whilst genetic factors may drive research, molecules modelled using computers, 

developed by chemists in laboratories and tested in the drug discovery process still have a role to play. 
 

On the cover of Antipodean Areopagus #4 (October 2011), I referred to anti-agathics – drugs that indefinitely 

postpone death from old age. They were predicted in science fiction as far back as the mid-1950s.  SF references 

are: 

¶1954 James Blish‟s “At Death's End‟ Astounding SF (May) № 36/1: „so what you're looking for now is not an 

antibiotic — an anti-life drug — but an anti-agathic, an anti-death drug.” 

¶2004 K. Traviss “City of Pearl‟ № 376: “Do you seriously think that, given a whole sample, some biotech firm 

would [...] throw the anti-agathic uses away?” 
 

I said there that some new drugs in development, in 

particular those that reduce inflammation in bodily 

organs, might prove to be efficacious in prolonging 

human life spans. 
 

Now I want to put the spotlight on cutting-edge biological 

research currently being undertaken at New York‟s 

prestigious Mayo Clinic. Ageing is a fate that no human 

has ever escaped, but research into senescent cells may allow us to intervene in the process of ageing. 

Senescent cells are cells that stay in the body long after they have lost the ability to divide. On November 2
nd

, 

2011, Mayo Clinic researchers led by Professor Jan van Deursen and Dr James L Kirkland reported that an 

experiment on mice indicated that, if an organ is purged of senescent cells, the tissues remain youthful and 

vigorous. Without corroborative evidence, in particular from research on human beings, the result is 
inconclusive, but it‟s plausible because it ties in with what we already know about senescent cells. It also raises 

the possibility that attacking senescent cells might postpone diseases of the ageing allowing people to live out 

more of their lives in good health. 
 

Fifty years ago biologist Leonard Hayflick discovered that, contrary to scientific belief up to that time, senescent 

cells do not multiply indefinitely but only about fifty times before becoming senescent. Since that research was 

done only on glass slides and scientists then thought there were too few senescent cells in the body to make a 

difference, Hayflick‟s findings were ignored. It is only in the twenty-first century that scientists have begun to 

realise that senescent cells do occur naturally in large numbers and that they play central roles in both cancer and 

ageing. 

http://efanzines.com/Antipodean/AA-04.pdf
http://www.mayoclinic.org/bio/13223691.html
http://www.mayoclinic.org/bio/15011674.html
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According to Mayo Clinic‟s Professor Jan van Deursen, „simple organisms lead short lives and do not need cell 
division. More complex animals live longer and their tissues are renewable. In humans, the cells lining the gut 

are renewed every five days. Red blood cells last 120 days. Even bone cells slowly turn over, with the result that 

the entire human skeleton is renewed every ten years or so.” 
 

But the price for renewable tissues is cancer. Professor van Deursen goes on to say that, if the cells are capable 

of division, any damage to their control systems can lead to unconstrained growth. The human body has evolved 

two major systems to curb cancer. They are cell senescence and cell death. Both are set in motion by illicit cell 

division caused by bacterial pathogens, viral infection, damage to DNA, radiation, and chemical contamination. 

Senescence can also occur when cells run out of telomeres, caps at the end of chromosomes that get shorter as 

cells divide. 
 

Senescent cells remain in the system until cleared by the immune system. In cell death, the cell is forced to set 

off an inbuilt suicide mechanism. Mayo Clinic researchers are trying to find out why there are two control 

systems and how the body decides whether to condemn a damaged cell to senescence or to death. Finding 

answers to those questions is likely to require many years of painstaking research. 
 

Professor Daniel Peeper of the Netherlands Cancer Institute in Amsterdam points out that a benefit of 

senescence is that senescent cells can continue to perform vital functions. Skin moles, for example, are 

collections of senescent cells that continue to produce melanin and thus protect the skin from ultraviolet rays. 

The obvious conclusion is that senescent cells are a benign by-product of the body‟s defence against cancer. But 

recent research indicates a less benign aspect, viz. a strong suspicion that senescent cells are actively involved in 

the ageing process. 
 

Senescent cells are larger and flatter than normal cells. They are especially common in tissues showing signs of 

ageing, such as arthritic knees or plaque in the arteries. That, of course, is the inevitable result of senescent cells 

accumulating throughout life, but whether it‟s solely due to the immune system sweeping them away less 

efficiently as a person ages or some other mechanism is involved is not yet known. 
 

Despite being termed senescent, the cells are very active. Operating in concert they are factories for the 

production of about a hundred kinds of growth factors including cytokines, the inflammatory agents that 

stimulate the immune system. The evolutionary reason for this activity seems to be to provoke the immune 

system to attack patches of pre-malignant and malignant cells, but the process has some untoward side effects. 
 

It has long been known that many ageing tissues show signs of chronic inflammation that can foster age-related 

diseases such as arthritis, cancer and Alzheimer‟s disease, but the relationship between ageing and inflammation 

has been a mystery. Judith Campisi of the Buck Institute of Age Research articulated the question in an issue of 

the peer-review journal “Cell‟ in 2010. “Does ageing drive inflammation,” she asked, “or does something else 

cause inflammation which in turn drives ageing?” Mayo Clinic‟s recent mouse experiment has come up with a 

clear and dramatic answer to this question. Inflammation seems to drive ageing, but we don‟t yet know how. 
 

Senescence is induced in most cells by the activation of two genes known as p53 and p16INK4a that control 

proper cell division. The Mayo team genetically engineered a strain of mice in which, whenever a cell became 

senescent by switching on its p16INK4a gene, it also induced cell suicide. They used a drug to activate that 

process, thus clearing the mice of all senescent cells. Those mice ran much longer on a treadmill, had greater fat 

deposits in their skin – fat disappears from the skin as people age. causing wrinkles – and developed cataracts 

much later than untreated mice of the same strain. The same effects were seen in a second experiment in which 

dosing did not start until the mice were middle-aged; except that cataracts that had already formed were not 

reversed. Professor Peeper concluded that the experiment strongly suggests that accumulation of senescent cells 

does contribute to ageing and that ageing in humans can be postponed by eliminating senescent cells. 
 

However, the finding was made in a strain of mice that age young and usually die of heart arrhythmia. Despite 

their healthier tissues, the mice died from heart failure in the expected age range. In case you were wondering, 

the genetic method used to purge mice of senescent cells cannot be used on humans. Dr Peeper says a more 

effective approach might be to identify which factors secreted by senescent cells are the source of their ill 

effects and to develop drugs that block those factors. 

http://www.mayoclinic.org/bio/13223691.html
http://www.nki.nl/Research/Faculty+and+Research/Divisions/Molecular+Genetics/Peeper.htm
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But biochemist Professor Jan van Deursen thinks it would 
be better to go after the senescent cells themselves. He 

says it should be easy enough to find by trial and error 

chemicals that selectively destroy senescent cells – just 

like the molecules now used to treat certain types of 

cancer. And, he says, unlike cancer cells that proliferate so 

fast they soon develop resistance, senescent cells cannot 

replicate so they should be easy targets. 
 

Now for the sixty-four dollar question. Suppose drugs are 

developed that retard ageing of tissues in humans 
 

Would people then live forever? Professor Jan van Deursen says the answer is no, because many other kinds of 

damage are caused by DNA and proteins in cells throughout the body. Significantly, he added that senescent 

cells make the situation much worse with their inflammatory hormones. 
 

“We can’t completely stop ageing or reverse the process, because it has other causes,” he said, “I think we can 

slow it down and, over time, we will become more and more successful.” 
 

So, controlling inflammation gives every indication of providing a key to longevity. Anti-inflammatory 

molecules and compounds could be forerunners of one of the strains of for real anti-agathics to be perfected in 

this century and beyond. Of that I have no doubt whatever. 
 

Indeed, the writer may have uncovered the most potent anti-inflammatory drug yet developed – now undergoing 

Phase II human trials in the Mayo Clinic. I‟ll discuss that in IRS February 2012. 
 
 

Vale John McCarthy (4-Sep-1927 – 24-Oct-2011) 
“He who refuses to do arithmetic is doomed to talk nonsense.” 

 

So said the late Professor John McCarthy who, as a Turing Award winner, 

is internationally recognised as one of the fathers of Artificial Intelligence 

and a pioneer of Voice Recognition by computers. 
 

John McCarthy began his illustrious career as an inventor by noticing things 

that needed to be done automatically and constructing machines to do them. 

His first invention was the automatic juice extractor that remains to this day 

one of the most practical devices ever made. 
 

But McCarthy wasn‟t content to simply make things work. Having gained  

an understanding of the „What‟ and the „How‟ of it, he applied himself to 

gaining the mathematical smarts to enquire into „Why‟ things work. That 

gave him a conceptual grasp of both science and engineering and provided 
the impetus for him to put the two together to become one of the few human 

beings with a comprehensive „hands on‟ mastery of technology in its 

practical and theoretical dimensions. 

Bill Wright 

 

His trailblazing research showed the way for time sharing by computers; but he did have blind spots, as when he 

dismissed personal computers as toys. McCarthy was academic mentor to Steve Jobs and his partner Steven 

Wozniak, founders of Apple; providing ye another example for my contention that behind every genius their 

stands a good teacher. Active to the last, he died working on a new computer language called „Elephant‟. John 

McCarthy was one of the twentieth century‟s most nearly irreplaceable human beings. His loss will be keenly 

felt. 
 

Unfinished business: Not all original thinkers who have made significant additions to the deposit of human 

knowledge are universally beloved. Nor are their achievements always given due recognition. But public 

interest in their lives and times is always on the cards. Undoubtedly there is scope for an author to research John 

McCarthy‟s relationship with his scientific and entrepreneurial contemporaries and write what I expect would be 

a best-selling science fiction novel celebrating his ideas and acknowledging his achievements. 

Bill Wright 
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Sarah Douglass (2-Jun-1957 – 27-Sep-2011) 
 

In late 2008, Sara Warneke who wrote under the pen name of Sara Douglass was 

diagnosed with ovarian cancer, which returned in November 2010. 
 

Never afraid to write about death in her novels, Sara faced her own with a critical 
analysis of the way our society treats the dying. Written in May 2011 and titled “The 
Silence of the Dying‟, the essay has been included at the back of Sara‟s short story 

collection to be released on 30
th 

November 2011 by Ticonderoga Publications whose 
managing editor, Russell B Farr, has nominated the collection for the 2012  Norma K 
Hemming Award. 

Sara spent her last weeks in palliative care and passed away on 27
th 

September 2011. 

 
Biography 

 

Under parental guidance Sara Warneke became a nurse and found she didn‟t like it much. It took her seventeen 

years to graduate as a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Adelaide  (majoring  in Chinese politics) before 
moving on to Honours and a Ph D in 16th century English history, after which she became a lecturer in medieval 

history at the Bendigo campus of La Trobe University. 
 

I t wasn‟t long before Sarah found that Academic life wasn‟t what she had hoped it would be. Instead of her 

vision of dedicated students and joyous research she found internecine warfare among faculty staff, long 

hours, no time to do  research and, hardest of all to cope with, an entrenched culture of misogyny. She took 

refuge in imagination, drawing from her knowledge of medieval and post-Renaissance history to create fantasy 

novels of extraordinary depth and cultural reach. She wrote for an ever-increasing readership of kindred souls 

who, now abruptly denied her seemingly limitless capacity to see life from interestingly odd perspectives, are 

left with the legacy of her twenty published novels to remember her by. 

 
Sara’s literary testament 

 

A collection of all of Sara Douglass‟s short stories that, whilst complete in themselves, were templates for the 

development of plots and characters in her novels, is published in 
 

The Hall of Lost Footsteps 
released on 30

th 
November 2011 by Ticonderoga Publications. The Introduction was written by author Karen 

Brooks, the only one of Sara‟s friends who remained in contact with her until the end. Sara‟s memoir, titled 

„The Silence of the Dying‟. is included at the end of the book. 
 

I commend to your attention the following excerpt from Karen Brooks‟s Introduction... 
 

More than simply a gathering of Sara’s short stories into one compilation, The Hall of Lost Footsteps 

is quite  unique.  Not only are there  original  tales drawn  from  history  and  often the periods  in 

which  her books  are  set, but  there’s also  a section dedicated to The Axis Trilogy where some of the 

creative background and complex  world-building that  underpins not only the six books  of 
The Wayfarer  Redemption, but  also the Dark Glass Mountain trilogy are realised. 

 

Stories such as “Fire Night”, “The Rise of the Seneschal”.“The  Wars of the Axe”, “How Axis  Found His  

Axe”, “How the  Icarii  Found Their Wings” and “The Coroleans”  provide us  with exceptional insights  

into  the foundations and broader fictive landscape  that Sara crafted in order to give her novels such 

depth,  richness and verisimilitude. It’s not often that we’re given such a special peep into 

what makes a writer  tick and it’s yet again a credit to Sara that she shares this with us. 

--  
 

The Hall of Lost Footsteps 
Trade paperback of 232 pages published by Ticonderoga Publications (www.ticonderogapublications.com) 

PO Box 29, Greenwook. Western Australia 6924 

Copyright © 2011 by Sarah Douglass Enterprises ISBN 978-1-921857-05-8 (pbk) 
Fantasy/Horror/ Short Fiction RRP: $75.00 (Aus) 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~asff/hemming.htm#2012nkha
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~asff/hemming.htm#2012nkha
http://ticonderogapublications.com/
http://www.ticonderogapublications.com/
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Mozart and the Wolf Gang 

John Burgess Wilson (25 February 1917 – 22 November 1993) who 

wrote under the pen name Anthony Burgess was an English author, 

poet, playwright, composer, linguist, translator and critic. The 

dystopian satire  A Clockwork Orange was his most famous novel, 

but it is rapidly being eclipsed by Mozart and the Wolf Gang 

The work is a tribute to composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart on the 

bi- centenary of his death, which was celebrated in 1991. With 

exquisite irony, Burgess sets the scene mostly in Heaven where he 

splits himself up into several warring historical personages and 

initiates discussions that seem to go nowhere except into regions 

where the nature of music (not just Mozart‟s) might become apparent. 
 

This is, in fact a kaleidoscope in words that goes beyond the bounds 

of even Anthony Burgess‟s other fiction. It is, if you like, an attempt 

to understand Mozart through a celestial dialogue that seeks to turn 

Symphony No 40 into fiction. It is an operatic libretto in which 

fragments of a film script join with the author‟s own schizophrenia to 

answer the unanswerable. A gang of wolves is on the scent of the 

meaning of music. 
 

The book is on the “most read‟ shelf in the living room of Lady 

Pamela‟s salubrious pad in Toorak. I, too, have a prized copy of the first 

edition, except that mine is signed by the author. 

 

My favourite excerpt from the book is at the start of Act 1 of the Opera libretto... 
 

Servants: 
 

Humble, humble, humble, humble, 

Mozart: 
 

Slavishly begot, 

 

Servants of his princely grace. Slavery‟s your lot. 

Fashed and fagged we groan and grumble, Luggers in of logs, 

Outcasts of the human race. You are less than dogs. 

Humble, humble, humble, humble, Dogs at least are fed 

Burdened beasts that know their place. Bones as well as bread. 

See us fumble, see us stumble, Lowly born, 

And the bitter bread we crumble Accept my scorn. 

And the skilly that we mumble.  etc. 

Dare to look us in the face, 

  

Helots of his high disgrace. 

Hear our empty bellies rumble 

Treble 

Alto 

Tenor 

Bass. 

In this slim volume, Anthony Burgess has vouchsafed an annoying, fragmented, original and lively homage 

to the greatest composer who has ever lived. An Oscar awaits any motion picture director adventurous 

enough to create a film version. Alas, there has only ever been one Stanley Kubric.  

Meanwhile I commend the book to your attention. 

Bill Wright    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Burgess
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The tax system explained in beer 
 

Ref. Mathew 13:12 Mark 4:25 Luke 12:48 
± 

The problem with the U.S. public debt crisis is that the Right has trouble coming to terms with the reality that 

tax cuts for the wealthy mean either greater deficits or cuts to programs aimed at helping the non-rich, or both. 

Yet the one common element of the conservative budget plan is tax cuts, and usually tax cuts largely for the 

well-to-do. And, while that‟s being endlessly debated, the U.S. public debt spirals towards quadrillions. 
 

This seems so obvious that one wonders how anyone who isn‟t super-rich can agree with the Right‟s logic. 
 

A clever analogy, whose authorship in various incarnations has been erroneously attributed to distinguished 

professors of accountancy and economics in prestigious institutions but whose origin is unknown, has been 

doing the rounds on the Internet and in Letters to the Editor of newspapers all over the world. 
 

The latest version is... 
 

Suppose that every day, ten men go out for beer and the bill for all ten comes to $100. 

If they paid their bill the way we pay our taxes, it would go something like this… 
 

The first four men (the poorest) would pay nothing. 

The fifth would pay $1 

The sixth would pay $3 

The seventh would pay $7 

The eighth would pay $12 

The ninth would pay $18 

The tenth man (the richest) would pay $59 

So, that's what they decided to do. 
 

The ten men drank in the bar every day and seemed quite happy with the arrangement, until one day, the owner threw 

them a curve ball. „since you are all such good customers," he said, "I'm going to reduce the cost of your daily beer by 
$20". Drinks for the ten men would now cost just $80. 

 

The group still wanted to pay their bill the way we pay our taxes. So the first four men were unaffected. They would 

still drink for free. But what about the other six men? How could they divide the $20 windfall so that everyone would 

get his fair share? 
 

They realised that $20 divided by six is $3.33. But if they subtracted that from everybody's share, then the fifth man 

and the sixth man would each end up being paid to drink his beer. 
 

So, the bar owner suggested that it would be fair to reduce each man's bill by a higher percentage the poorer he was, 

to follow the principle of the tax system they had been using, and he proceeded to work out the amounts he suggested 

that each should now pay. 
 

And so, the fifth man, like the first four, now paid nothing (100% saving) 
 

the sixth now paid $2 instead of $3 (33% saving) 

the seventh now paid $5 instead of $7  (28% saving) 

the eighth now paid $9 instead of $12 (25% saving) 

the ninth now paid $14 instead of $18  (22% saving) 

the tenth now paid $49 instead of $59 (16% saving). 
 

Each of the six was better off than before. And the first four continued to drink for free. But, once outside the bar, the 

men began to compare their savings. 

"I only got a dollar out of $20 saving," declared the sixth man. He pointed to the tenth man, "but he got $10!" 

"Yeah, that's right," exclaimed the fifth man. "I only saved a dollar too. It's unfair that he got ten times more benefit 
than me!" 

"That's true!" shouted the seventh man. "Why shoul d he get $10 back, when I got only $2? The wealthy get all the 

breaks!" 

"Wait a minute," yelled the first four men in unison, "we didn't get anythingl.  This new tax system exploits the poor!" 

The nine men surrounded the tenth and beat him up. 
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The next night the tenth man didn't show up for drinks, so the nine sat down and had their beers without him. But when 

it came time to pay the bill, they discovered something important. They didn't have enough money between all of them 

for even half of the bill! 
 

And that is how our tax system works. The people who already pay the highest taxes will naturally get the most 

benefit from a tax reduction. Tax them too much, attack them for being wealthy, and they just may not show up 

anymore. In fact, they might start drinking overseas, where the atmosphere is somewhat friendlier. 

ж 

That kind of propaganda is subtle. There‟s nothing wrong with the figures in the above anecdotal analogy, only in 

the offensive image of a rich man being beaten up by the poor and in its outrageously biased conclusion. There‟s 

no mention of the real problem, the Deficit. The focus is on being careful not to antagonise the rich or they‟ll take 

their wealth out of reach of the tax system. As if they hadn‟t done it already via existing tax cuts! 
 

For  th o se w h o u n d er sta n d,  n o ex pl a n a ti o n  is  n eed ed.  

For  t h ose  w h o  ch o ose  n ot u n d er st a n d, n o ex pl a n a t i on  is poss ib le  
 

Don‟t be fooled by the spin. The real problem in America is interference in the political process by the super- 

rich. The Koch Brothers (oil billionaires whose company revenues are of the order of a hundred billion dollars per 

annum) have in the past provided the bulk of financial backing for the Tea Party movement. So if you are looking 

for a reason for Tea Party block votes in Congress it‟s not hard to reason out that the blockers may be willing or 

unwitting Koch Brothers satraps, irrespective of their ideological antecedents. But they‟d have to be really dumb 

not to have figured out the agenda by now. 

o-o-o 

 

The following six axioms that influence the political agenda of the Right have some validity. 

1. What one person receives without working for, another person must work for without receiving. 

2. The government cannot give to anybody anything that the government does not first take from somebody 

else. 

3. You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it! 

4. When half of the people get the idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to take 

care of them, and when the other half gets the idea that it does no good to work because somebody else is 

going to get what they work for, that is the beginning of the end of any nation. 

5. Socialism fails when it runs out of other people‟s money 

There will always be people able to work who deliberately seek to rort the system without putting anything into it. 

But they are a small minority. The situation we face today is that large numbers of people who have work receive 

only a pittance for doing it and there is also a very large pool of people who are able and willing to work who are 

unable to find any. Taxation laws have been skewed to provide welfare for the wealthy who, instead of spreading 

the wealth as propaganda would have us believe, actually use their control of the means of production, distribution 

and exchange to create vast pools of unemployed people to, as they put it, “free up the labour market.” 

Treating labour as just another factor of production in this way without consideration of human issues is a great and 

largely unrecognised social evil. The extent to which the poor are responsible for their condition is grossly 

overstated. Those who want to work should be able to find paid employment that is sufficiently well remunerated 

to enable them to live with dignity with opportunities to improve their condition. To the extent that their job 

depends on the use of capital provided by others and their social duty to pay taxes, they will receive less than the 

value of their work in wages. That is fair. What is not fair is that they are being grossly overtaxed and they make 

too great a contribution to profit. That has to change. 

What must also change is the winding down of government services to the sick, disabled and disadvantaged. 

Everyone must pay their fair share of tax. It‟s true wealth cannot be multiplied by dividing it – that‟s a 

mathematical fact that can be said about anything  – but governments can and must claw back ill-gotten gains that 

are currently frittered away by the rich in speculation and conspicuous consumption, then put  the money to good 

use doing the things that must be done if civilised life is not to be rendered impossible for increasing numbers of 

people who, frankly, don‟t deserve their miserable lot in life.  

Bill Wright 
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Stefan zone 

STEFAN HOME RENOVATIONS 

With the housing market going down the gurgler like 

Julia Gillard's popularity, more and more people are 

putting off upgrading to a new home.   Don't despair - 

you don't have to move to enjoy a bigger house.   Call 

Stefan Home Extensions and we'll help turn your 1 

bedroom shanty into a 10-bedroom, 12-bathroom 

McMansion. 

As an introductory offer, book a Home Extension with 

Stefan and don't pay any power bills for a year !  That's 

right.  No Power bills for an entire year.   Well, what 

can you expect from an unqualified electrician ?   It 

will be at least a year before power can be restored 

after this bloke's mucked around with it. 

We use only quality material in our extensions, ranging  

from reconstituted rice paper to off cuts rescued from 

the local tip to asbestos-ridden material recovered from 

where we illegally dumped it earlier (Refer our ad for 

Stefan Asbestos Removal and Illegal Dumping). 

If we don't finish the job within three years, we'll fix it 

in the following three years, almost free* of charge. 

Free* - You only pay for labour and materials. 

All this and much more for just under the price of a 

new home. 

Call us now and your new extended home will soon be 

yours, unless you can't continue paying our rising costs, 

in which case it will become ours as per nano-clause 

426547a(j)(ii). 

WALK AGAINST WALK 

There are a lot of causes at the moment that are vying 

for people's attention.  I've heard of two recently, both 

of which involve walking which is the only exercise I 

do nowadays. 

Friday 16/09 is the Walk to Work day.  Now I know 

you're all generous people so I've signed you up for $50 

each.  Yes, I know, very generous of you and you 

should be commended for such a positive gesture.  The 

organisers agree.  They were so happy when I told 

them I was being sponsored by 50 people at $50 each 

person.  A few of them collapsed when I said that I 

normally have to travel 35 km's to work.  Apparently 

they thought I'd signed you all up for $50 per kilometre 

! 

I wonder when would be a good time to tell them I'll be 

working from home that day ? 

Last month it was the Walk Against Want.  I got 

prepared, putting minutes and minutes into thinking 

about training.  On the big day, as I approached the 

start line, the pedestrian crossing lights started flashing 

"Don't Walk", so I turned around and went back home. 

Sorry.  As I told the organiser who came around later 

trying to collect the fundraising money I‟d already 

spent: “I can Walk Against Want, but I can't Walk 

Against Don't Walk.” 

Don't get me started on the Walk Against Warming !  

How on earth can you promote it as Against Warming 

when people will be warmed up by the walk ?  Walking 

is actually Pro Warming. 

Enough of all these individual walking campaigns.  

Next year I'm going to push for all these Walks to be 

rolled into one big Walk Against Walk. 

EXCLUSIVE STEFAN OFFER 

I'm pleased to have another exclusive Stefan offer for 

you this week - Free tickets to come and see me visit a 

dietician next Monday.  Yes, it's true.  I'll have to suck 

up my pride (and my stomach) for the visit. 

You will be able to sit in and listen as I explain all the 

food I eat - the main meals, the mini-main meals, the 

meals between main meals and all the snacks as well as  

snacks between snacks.   You might even be one of the 

chosen 10 that get to wheel in my supporting evidence. 

You might be lucky enough to have front row seats to 

see her calculator explode as she attempts to add up all 

the calories I have each day.  If not, it will be captured 

live on the big screen. 

When she tells me I won't be able to have fruit any 

longer due to my intolerance to fructose, I'll put on a 

sad face and say "Oh, what a shame."   Anyone who 

lets on that I haven't had any fruit in the past 30 years 

will be quickly evicted.  (Apparently Fruit Tingles don't 

contain fructose so they're still OK.) 

I might have to wait 4-6 years while she works out a 

diet that is suitable for me but that's OK.  It‟s only three 

months and one week before I get back into the Chips, 

Cheezels and Twisties - the lack of which has probably 

caused my stomach problems in the first place. 



20 

 

I'm hoping she will tell me to continue eating what I'm 

eating now, although it's a slim possibility - they didn't 

Include the word 'die' in 'diet' for the fun of it. 

So come one, come all to experience this (hopefully) 

one-off extravaganza.  You'd better be quick as tickets 

are going fast. 
 

THE EGO AWARDS 

I recently saw an ad in the lift the other week where 

people could nominate themselves 'or others' for 

whatever award it was on about.   Why would people 

want to waste their time nominating others when they 

can nominate themselves ?  Surely they are in the best 

position to tell others of their wonderful and numerous 

achievements ?   It got me thinking that despite there 

being heaps of award nights around the world each 

year, there's none solely dedicated to the ego, despite 

what you sometimes see on TV. 

I've applied to the Federal Government to organise the 

inaugural Ego Awards later this year.  I'd originally 

tried putting my name down as host as well, but before 

I could even sign my name, Eddie McGuire and Daryl 

Somers appeared out of nowhere to fight over the 

position.  They only just made it in before security 

closed the main doors, shutting out another few 

hundred celebrities and socialites hoping for the spot. 

The night will be of similar structure to other awards 

nights, although the timing will be different.  There will 

be 2 hours allocated for the red carpet, 10 minutes for 

the Award Ceremony then 5 hours for the acceptance 

speech. 

Apart from the regular media (radio, TV and print), 

we‟ve also advertised on Facebook and Twit-ter 

(anyone with more than 5,000 friends or „followers‟) as 

well as mirrors all over the country.   

Here‟s the ad: 

"The 2011 Ego Awards. 

“If you think you've got what it takes to be Australia's 

most egotistical person then why not nominate yourself, 

multiple times if you like, for the Ego Awards.  The 

nomination must be accompanied by a rambling, self-

serving manuscript (minimum of 500 “I’s) that seeks 

only to educate others on what a great person you truly 

are and all the wonderful things you've done.  Don't 

delay !  We're waiting to hear about YOU." 

You may think it foolish to bring so many like-minded 

individuals, sorry, that should be Big-“I” Individuals 

together at the one time.  Don‟t worry.  On the awards 

night, we will have a trained team of optometrists on 

standby to deal with the more severe cases of “I” 

disease. 

Not that I have a problem with overusing the “I” as I 

told someone the other day.  I nominated myself 

because I came up with the award; I did all the work; it 

was I that went to register the award – I did.  I went and 

spoke to the person.  I filled out the form. I came up 

with the name, although I might change it as it doesn‟t 

have an “I” in it.   I did it all. 

To tell you the truth, I'm having second thoughts about 

the night - no-one will want to leave the red carpet. 

A NEW LEGAL FIRM HITS TOWN 

Slater and Earwig, move over - there's a new trashy 

legal firm on the block.   Stefan, Stefan, Stefan, Stefan 

& Stefan are moving in to take over the cheap legal end 

of town.   Boasting a 400 % increase in cases in its first 

week, this partnership is set to defend the rights of the 

stupid and the plain dumb in the name of fairness, 

justice and (above all else) money.  Well, why else 

would we be in the industry ? 

To tell you the truth (employed for the first time in this 

industry), Stefan, Stefan, Stefan, Stefan & Stefan only 

consists of me at the moment.  It's just my ineptitude 

that makes it seem there are five times as many.  

„Surely one person couldn't stuff a case up THAT much 

!  There must have been at least five of them stuffing it 

up to get it in that hopeless position.‟ 

Don't let my incompetence keep you away from a 

cheap lawyer firm – I‟d prefer it to be the hidden 

charges and the massive bills that did that.  Besides, 

we‟re not just cheap, we‟re up-market cheap so we 

must charge more. 

We do get results.   Just look at these coerced 

testimonials: 

Idiot 1 

I purchased a car with a "Baby on Board" sticker, but 

when I went to pick it up, there was no baby on board.  

I rang Stefan, Stefan, Stefan, Stefan & Stefan and they 

got me a refund on the car and $5 million for emotional 

trauma.  The emotional trauma was when I received 

their bill for $5 million." 

Idiot 2 

"I bought a pair of shoes from (well known shoe 

company) but found out when I got home that the shoes 

inside didn't match the picture on the box.  The box 

clearly showed shoes with the shoelaces tied up but 

inside was a pair of shoes with untied shoelaces.  I only 

purchased the shoes because I don't know how to tie 

shoelaces and wanted shoes that were already tied.  

Stefan, Stefan, Stefan, Stefan & Stefan were great, after 
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they stopped laughing at me.   I still don't see why they 

needed to bill me for the hour of laughter. 

So if you're a Maradona wanting to take your next fake 

dive on a supermarket floor to claim another payout or 

a dole-bludging teenager who thinks a small business 

should have installed safety measures to stop you from 

falling from the roof and injuring yourself after you 

tried breaking into their premises, then why not call us 

at Stefan, Stefan, Stefan, Stefan & Stefan and set up an 

almost no-cost appointment. 

Also remember at Stefan, Stefan, Stefan, Stefan & 

Stefan we have a policy of "No Win, No Fee, Just a 

bunch of Miscellaneous Charges".  We also have a 

policy of “Charge the suckers for every cent you can.”, 

but that‟s an internal policy and really shouldn‟t be 

mentioned here. 

Finally, remember our slogan: “You‟re not in it for the 

money ... we are !” 

Stefan, Stefan, Stefan, Stefan & Stefan 

STEFAN INNOVATION 7 – HELPING POLITICIANS 

I don‟t normally help out politicians, but it‟s becoming 

quite obvious that if someone like me doesn‟t help out, 

nothing‟s going to get done around here.   I realise 

helping a politician has never been tried before - it‟s 

just another “First” brought to you by WG. 

The past week has seen two of Gillard‟s „problem 

children‟ – the Illegal Immigrants and the Carbon Tax 

– gather more press than they needed to.   If only she‟d 

stop trying to do things for the sake of doing things, 

there wouldn‟t need to be a Carbon Tax.  There would 

be a reduction in people rubbishing her and her party, 

she wouldn‟t need to keep trying to release more spin 

and this lack of press would lead to a direct reduction 

in carbon dioxide pollution.  Also by Gillard not doing 

anything, the temperature of the Australian population 

would drop two degrees within a week. 

I don‟t see why we can‟t combine the two issues.  

Sending the Illegal Immigrants back home with a bottle 

of carbon dioxide each would solve both those 

problems and would also reduce the amount of bottles 

going into landfill.  We will save heaps because it will 

reduce the carbon dioxide without the need to purchase 

any offsetting credits from overseas. 

Speaking of combinations to solve issues, why not 

place all the left over pink bats in the reservoirs to soak 

up the water for storage.   Using the bats as a sponge 

will enable more water to be stored in the reservoirs, 

although water sports may become hazardous.  The use 

of bats will stop most of the evaporation that currently 

occurs.   Whenever we need some more water, we‟ll 

take a few pink bats and put them through an old-

fashioned wringer.  No waste ! 

Speaking of waste, we can stop paying unemployment 

benefits to the current mob of protesters in the city.   

Paying Unemployment benefits is a sign of corporate 

greed and they‟re apparently against this.   Maybe they 

should be protesting against the corporate greed of the 

builders who charged heaps for chucking up a few 

school buildings or the corporate greed of the unionists 

at the desalination plant. 

Speaking of unionists, we can make union officials 

work for their 8-day fortnights by getting them to pick 

up carbon.  Apparently it‟s just lying around 

everywhere according to the greens.  It‟s a wonder I 

haven‟t seen any on my walks around the place.  

Maybe it‟s all this corporate greed that has blinded me 

from such unpleasantness. 

On second thoughts I won‟t bother helping.  It‟s more 

fun to see the government lurch from one disaster to 

another, to another, to another (No, I‟m not stuck here 

– it just happens there are quite a few disasters), to 

another, to another, to another ... 
 

STEFAN‟S NEW RESTAURANT 

I don‟t normally eat out at restaurants but when I was 

younger (in my Colonail heydays), I did eat out at some 

of these so called „all you can eat‟ restaurants.  Looking 

back now and thinking about the cheap, stale food, the 

poor service, the unhygienic eating utensils and the 

poorly lit room that only partially hid the lack of 

cleaning, I reckon I can do better. 

Introducing Stefan‟s „More than you can eat‟ 

Restaurant where gluttony takes centre stage ... and eats 

it.   Currently in 5 inconvenient locations, Stefan‟s 

„More than you can eat‟ Restaurants offer a wide range 

of food that we‟ve somehow managed to keep out of 

the hands of the Health Inspectors. 

 

Here is just some of the food on offer : 

* 100 kg burgers 

* Whole steer (rib rack) 

* A Whole Chinese (Sweet or Sour) 

* 10 kg Salads 

* 20 kg pasta dishes 

We also have 40 different breads and rolls.  Try our 

famous Rigma Roll.    Why not try to choose from our 

75 different desserts ? (minimum 15) 

Yes, our eating trays MAY resemble pigs troughs, but 

the similarity doesn‟t end there.   If a customer grunts 
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and oinks for our in-restaurant camera, they will 

receive $0.05 off the cost of their meal !   That‟s right, 

a whole 5 cents !  Who‟s a big fat pig, then ?  Who‟s a 

big fat pig ?   Actually, I‟m thinking of changing 

Restaurant to Restaurpig because using „pig‟ here 

seems more appropriate than „ant‟. 

I won‟t be making the same mistake about not cleaning 

the premises as some of the „all-you-can-eat‟ers do.  

I‟ve employed the services of Spotfull Cleaning Co.  

Actually, they‟re just two illegal immigrants that we 

found hiding in the restaurant when we took over.   

Their attention to cleanliness is only surpassed by their 

grasp of the English language and our attention to 

accuraty.  If you wish to sit in the vermin free zone, 

please bring a cat. 

NOTE: No takeaways, no doggy bags, no dogs - We 

can‟t be absolutely sure about this last one as we source 

most of our Chinese food from a seedy bloke who sells 

it by the garbage bag full out the back of his non-air 

conditioned van. 

So come one, come all to Stefan‟s „More than you can 

eat‟ Restaurant where if you‟re lucky enough to catch a 

mouse, we‟ll deep-fry it for you free of charge.   

Catching food poisoning is also free of charge, 

although if you want your stomach pumped, it will be 

$200.00. 

We‟ve never had an unsatisfied customer ... live to tell 

the tale. 

THE SEASON OF GIVING AT STEFABANK 

Christmas is less than a month away.  For many 

Australians, it is the time of year where we receive 

presents and overindulge on expensive foods.  

Unfortunately, some Australians can only dream of 

such happy times. 

As we approach Christmas, it's the perfect time for 

giving back to the community, to those less fortunate 

than ourselves.  That's why we ask you to consider 

donating to Stefabank. 

It's after profit season and our share price has fallen 

15% over the past year.  If that wasn't enough, we've 

had to cut back on our fees and charges due to 

government pressure.  We are in desperate need of 

money. 

Here‟s how your generous donation can used: 

* Your donation of just $2,000 will help pay our CEO 

for a minute. 

* A $1,000 donation would pay for the reserved car 

parking of all our senior executives for a day. 

* A donation of $100 will help pay for cleaning staff 

for a week. 

* while a donation of just $5 will allow us to pay $1 

bonus to five lucky staff members. 

We have a range of options available for you to donate: 

* Drop your money off at any branch of Stefabank 

* Simply provide us with a blank cheque and we'll do 

the rest 

* We can arrange a regular donation to be deducted 

from your account, added under "Other Fees & 

Charges" 

* Why not try our easy to use 'Drain Bank Account' 

option. 

* If you prefer online, we'll send you out one of our 

scam e-mails.  You get to choose between a multi-

million dollar overseas lotto win, a long-forgotten 

inheritance or a foundation fund for a child dying of a 

disease you'll never find in any dictionary.  All are 

linked to our off-shore processing centres to minimise 

any money laundering required. 

Please, give generously so we may grow. 

 
 
 

Stefan 

 

Stefan Zone Exit → 
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       Humanity’s first spacecraft 
 
 

Atlantis, humanity‟s first re-usable spacecraft was retired in July this year after thirty years 

of durable high performance. In that time, the Atlantis fleet had carried people into orbit, 

launched, recovered and repaired satellites, conducted cutting-edge research and built the 

International Space Station. 
 
 
 

           The Space Shuttle Atlantis at its Cape Canaveral launch pad is made ready for its last blast-off 

 

 

It‟s final mission, STS-135 ended on July 21
st
, 2011, when Atlantis landed at its home base, 

Kennedy Space Centre in Florida. 
 

 
 

"We've come full circle since 1961, back to when we had yet to show we could launch people into 

space. We will be hitching rides from the Russians to go to the space station that is mainly ours." 

STEVEN J. DICK, a retired NASA chief historian, on the last launching in the space shuttle program. 
 

 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/09/science/space/09wilford.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha3

