Space CADET #4

(or: The Aging Old Fart Nopstalgic Time Waster Gazette)
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COoONEESSIONS OF AN SF ADDICT

by R Graeme Cameron
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“Suddenly the basement floor on my right dropped away to reveal a vast marble baths complex, one bigger
than anything Caracalla could boast of, and a spiral staircase descending from the heights above, a staircase
on which hundreds of very nubile, very nude young women were going down to the baths...”



*“...Picture it. There | was naked as could be, towel streaming from my hand like a banner, running down an
endless hall searching frantically for the spiral staircase...”

*“...The spiral staircase became a spiral slide festooned with paddles balanced on points of metal.
Attempting to thread my way through the unsteady paddles, every step | took threatened to hurl me into the
abyss...”

“...The dream became bliss. | didn’t have to go any further. The young women were coming up in order to
dress. Just as the first of 500 naked young women was about to slide her writhing body over mine on the narrow
spiral slide... the dream ended. Dang!
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FIRST ISSUES
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ANGRY RED PLANET

by R Graeme Cameron
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War! What of 1t?

by Charles S. Cameron

PART FOUR of the World War One memoirs of my Grandfather, Charles S. Cameron, who served in the
16th Battalion ( Canadian Scottish .)
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WILL WIN - WAR
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FLYING SAUCER’'s ARE CANADA'S SECRET WEAPON!
A ReTROSPECTIVE REVIEW

by R. Graeme Cameron

In June of 1986 | produced a one-shot fanzine titled ENTROPY BLUES. The majority of SPACE CADET
readers, not having seen this before, will possibly find this third of a series of ENTROPY BLUES reprints to be
of interest:

; .5 2 §." @0 5 1
"THE TRUTH ABOUT FLYING SAUCERS!"

"This may be the most incredible article you will ever read. Study
the author's credentials and what he has to say about UFOs. Then
- forget about those little green men from Mars -- HE SAYS THEY
COME FROM CANADA -- and he can prove it!"
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aeronautical powers in the world. This refers above all to the field of jet propulsion.” #! $$
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BBO !5 1 % $11 1 H I "™ *x"Important experiments made with liquid

oxygen for new turbine engines capable of developing extraordinary power."
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"As the gray rain of March fell in a long slow drizzle over Wurtemburg, a flight
of Flying Fortresses wound its way back from a successful raid. Suddenly a strange
aircraft appeared, sweeping around the group of aircraft at high speed. The craft,
COMPLETELY ROUND AND WITHOUT ANY VISIBLE PROPULSION UNIT,
emitted a half-dozen bluish clouds as it swept by. The clouds moved in on the
American planes, which immediately exploded.”
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"As a former member of Canada's armed forces, | spent some time guarding
one of these machines which was in an airforce hanger at H.M.F.B. Shearwater,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, back in 1952. | did not see the machine uncovered because
great secrecy surrounded the whole area, but | do know that it was approximately
seventy feet in diameter, saucer-shaped and covered with canvas."
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"A.V. Roe Canada Limited presented a wooden mockup of the OMEGA flying disc to twenty-five American
scientists and Air Force experts. The project was a hoax, however, for the working model, estimated at
$200,000,000 never left the drawing boards. Was the flop purposefully designed to convince the U.S.A. that
Canada had no saucers?"
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"Two Avrocars were built to research near-the-ground air cushion flight, level flight using the
aerodynamics of the circular wing, and hovering at high altitudes.... All flights were initially tethered ones. It
was over a year later before actual forward flight was attained. It was soon apparent, however, that in flight
above four feet the Avrocar became dangerously unstable. In December of 1961 the Avrocar contract was
concluded and the project abandoned."
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MarVIN'S MiIGHTY MayaN MARATHON

by R. Graeme Cameron

In May of 1981 | spent a month touring the ancient cities of Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras under the
guidance of Professor Marvin Cohodas of the University of British Columbia. This is part #4 of my account.
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Ook Ook, SLoBBER Drool!
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As always, all the usual suspects have been rounded up and viciously edited. My own comments are in
italics.

< "/ 18; $.1A/ =
HS5 , 111521
-M2- , 0§ T ) 5C>)-/++-G .
# 5 15 " ! M& 14
15 )1 1% 5 9 1 1 o =
! 1588 I
;a b
(--You mean it's NOT a depiction of sentient dinosaurs Vil /1
exhibiting ritual skin-netting? How could | be so mistaken?--) F/[QQ’
"I 9§ 5 $ loe ?
$ " %a(# 10 15) ol
r 5 15 § 15 FoFP T
! ! "

—

(G



(--On the other hand, judging by recent trends, you could have a career in screen writing ahead of you--)
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(--But I love your stuff. Artful simplicity, as in this case, is often striking and powerful. | feel privileged to be
able to offer a series of covers by you. Your covers are much appreciated, believe me--)

(--Addenda to the above, as Taral Wayne sent me a cover, and given that he will be GoH at Ditto 8 in
Seattle just after thish comes out, and that | will be attending and handing out thish at the con, | elected to go
with his cover. Have no fear, Sheryl, I will revert to your art next issue--)
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(--Yes, my critics are defeated. Recklessly I will pursue my policy of reshaping my loccol to my whims, come
what may. However, the bit about inserting ‘edcom’ "where appropriate” may be my achilles heel--)
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(--Do they still have "Dinny", the lifesize blue brontosaurus I played on as a kid? We were vacationing in
Mom's home town, and sitting on the big dino's tail was a highlight. Hmmm, let me check my reference
material.... According to Don Glut's "THE DINOSAUR SCRAPBOOK?", Dinny was the first to be constructed
(back in 1935) and weighs 120 tons. By the time sculptor John Kanerva retired in 1960, Calgary's DINOSAUR
PARK contained fifty concrete dinosaursl!.... Oh no, reading further, apparently the Calgary Zoo park is a more
recent collection, first begun in 1978, and contains only a few of the original models, such as the Plesiosaur
(which was airlifted in by helicopter). Does this mean Dinny is at a separate location? Or that, horror of
horrors, Dinny no longer exists? Arrgh!!... How do you tear down a 120 ton concrete dinosaur? Maybe Dale
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(--And we have V-Con 21 coming up in May, hint, hint, with myself as Toastmaster, and Kim Stanley
Robinson as GoH. Hmmm, maybe I'll slip an advert in thish somewhere--)
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(--Yes, please! Would love art from you!--)
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(--ARRGGHH!--)
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(--Ah yes, real life commitments. I've heard about those somewhere, thought it was a myth--)
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(--Congratulations on another Hugo! | eagerly await any contributions you care to send--)
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(--You had a deprived childhood!--)
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(--With a pun like that...Arrgh! A Skinnerism!--)
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(--Son of a gun, I own it. I mean, I own a copy of "SHAGGY B.E.M. STORIES, a hardcover anthology of SF
parodies which contains your story! In the intro, editor Mike Resnick states: "It took me only ten minutes to
decide that this was the funniest parody of Edgar Rice Burroughs that | had ever seen.” And he's right! It's
hilarious!--)
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(--Sure you aren't mixing up "RED PLANET MARS" with
"ROCKETSHIP XM"? The former has gorgeous girls ok, but
the guys are mere dweebs in Prince Valiant outfits.
Exclusively male mutants are in the latter film, and maybe a
few others not springing to mind at the moment--)
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(--1 have the tiger-cat version too. It was one of the illustrations I checked when trying to track down
Murdoch's recollection of "two post-apocalyptic savages floating on a raft, contemplating the statue of
liberty..." I know I've seen it, but where?--)
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(--Ever since Harlan accused me of leading a boycott against a speaking engagement of his, I've been
reluctant to even think of asking him anything. I did send him a letter informing him that he was -- for whatever
reason -- misinformed, and that | admired his writings, enjoyed his feisty reputation, and was totally opposed to
the concept of boycotts. | believe, on the basis of a phonecall he made to Stan Hyde who had written him a letter
supporting my position, that he accepts this. All a tempest in a teapot anyway. But your comment triggered my



memory of this incident. | suppose | mention it to establish my basic fannish credentials. I mean, hey, you're just
a neo till you've been flamed by Harlan at least once. Am I right?--)

E-version Note: In fact Harlan also left a message on my answering machine in response to my letter; he
stated he now understood what had happened, that it was no big deal, and there was no need to call him back.
I guess that’s the closest to an apology Harlan has ever made. Possibly his phone call to me took place after |
had written the above.
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(--Umm, well, actually this is the first time I've heard from you. And oddly, I DID mail you #2, but I guess
you never got it. I'll send another. Have yet to see W&W. Any spare copies left?--)
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(--Mucho thanks for the egoboo, for myself, and on behalf of my Granddad. Were he still alive, he would
have been pleased--)
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(--Like BCSFAzine, SPACE CADET is produced on a Macintosh SE/30 with 40 meg internal hard drive,
written in Microsoft Word and poured into a Pagemaker template--)
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(--Uh, no. | keep a card file in a box. I don't keep my e-mail electronically either, but print it out and store it
in folders. I'm quite the technological reactionary, actually--)
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(--1 would like to see the memoirs in print in a single volume some day. The 16th Battalion no longer exists,
it was disbanded after the Great War. The official History was written by Lieutenant-Colonel H.M. Urquhart of
the "Canadian Non-permanent Active Militia™ with the support of the Department of National Defence and on
behalf of "The Trustees and Regimental Committee of the 16th Battalion (Canadian Scottish), C.E.F.", and was
published by Macmillan in 1932. In other words, it was an undertaking sponsored by the veterans themselves--)

E-version Note: | have since found out there’s a 16™ Battalion Regimental Museum in Victoria B.C., and
still a Regimental Society which is headquartered there. | gave a copy of my Grandfather’s manuscript to my
Uncle, a life-long career soldier ( he was Military Attache for Canada in Egypt present when Anwar Sadat
was assassinated ) and he intends to do it up nice and donate it to the museum.
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(--Hmmm, something to do with smaller numbers of people, smaller fan communities, isolated fans who take
their cues from what they read about rather than experience first hand? Beats me--)
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(--Hard to believe. Still, if I ever want to make use of them, or even just read them, I'll have to enlarge them,
as my eyes are no longer good enough to interpret my tiny, crabbed handwriting, especially as the blue ink is
fading and blurring. But perhaps, if anyone is doing research into "great teenage losers of past eras” (I was
always speculating about the chances of losing my virginity) the diaries might be of some value--)
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(--Setting my thoughts down on paper in order to get rid of them was pretty much the motivation behind my
journal keeping, it was a way of fighting depression. That | no longer bother to keep a journal is, in my case, a
sign of a healthier and more balanced attitude about life, the universe, and everything. On the other hand,
Writing fiction can be a real kick, a positive delight in fact. During a good session it just pours out like
automatic writing. | haven't experienced that particular thrill in nearly ten years, but I'm ready to try again.
Hope to kick-start my creative juices before the end of the year--)
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(--1 never expected to earn a living writing, yet didn't want to establish a career doing something else at the
expense of my writing. Even as a teenager | figured I'd have some low-key job that would pay the bills, leaving
me the time to write and publish a shelf full of cheap paperbacks with lurid covers. Sigh, my life's dream. Well,
so far I've managed the low-key job part, anyway--)
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(--Well, "ASSIGNMENT IN SPACE" isn't great literature, but it's wonderfully evocative of the era it was
written (early fifties cold war) and the audience it was targeted for (teenagers). As a timecapsule representing a

viewpoint becoming increasing alien to contemporary life as time goes on, its well worth at least a quick read, |
think--)
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(--Dare I ask why? It's original meaning is "Broken Arrow." But ice cream?--)
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(--Myself, I tend to believe that Plato's account of Atlantis was a political allegory making use of typical
tour guide stuff told to Solon by Egyptian tour guides remembering an earlier Egypt's contemporary awareness
of the sudden and utter collapse of Minoan Crete due to the shattering effects of the Thera Volcanic explosion. |
also believe that Mesoamerican civilization ( Mayans, Mixtecs, Zapotecs, Olmecs, Aztecs, Toltecs, etc ,)
developed on their own without any contact with Europe, Asia or Africa. Believe me, the Mayan and other
MesoAmerican cities are well worth seeing for their own sake. This has been a dogmatic propagandistic
message by a fanatically conservative history buff. Now back to fannish reality--)
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(--Yes! Thank you very much! I shall cherish it forever! Even better, | will publish it thish! Hmm, as a
centrefold? Not quite the right shape. I'll find a spot for it somewhere--)
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(--Hmmm, sounds like we have similar interests. Good!--)
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(--Yes! I love FIRST ISSUES! Helps set the nostalgic tone of SC, but is something | can't do myself as I lack
the resources. | hope to run one in each issue of SC to come--)
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(--Now that the SC subscription list is climbing past 150 (mostly friends, trades and loccers), I've begun to
send warning letters to those who have failed to respond in any way. Some of them are people I really want to
trade with, but for all 1 know they just toss SC in file 13 unread. As I live from paycheque to paycheque, | can't
afford to send SC to people who don't want it. I've gotten past the stage of hurling SC into the void. Now that |
seem to be developing a solid readership, I can and should be more selective. This I am slowly forcing myself to
be--)
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(--Many, many thanks! | feel darned lucky to be getting so much good stuff from so many good fan artists.
Thank you, Terry--)
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(--Writing is like playing the lottery. The chances of winning are remote, but a ticket entitles you to dream of
winning. For all practical purposes, a dream license, nothing more. Yet the fact remains, you can't get
published if you don't write. In the meantime, it can be a great hobby--)
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(--Ahh, so close you came to the clutches of the Deros, you dupe, you--)
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(--1 had some brilliant flashes of inspiration the other day re reworking my last attempt at a novel.
Unfortunately, by the time I got out of the bathtub | forgot what they were. Sigh--)
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(--I'd say it's a good parody of horror/Frankenstein/mad scientist flicks with some SF elements. Frankly, my
favourite character is the one played by Meatloaf--)
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(--Alas, 1 was busy all August working on my C.B.C. scripts. E\*ng- -JCs
Now, after finishing thish, I'm at work on my last issue of OIV BW
BCSFAzine. Then, as | begin to put together the nish (next issue)
of SC, I'll be making stabs at my novel. BUT, somewhere along
the line, yes, I'd like to write for OBSESSIONS. Keep me informed
of upcoming themes and deadlines--) <
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(--1 can barely afford to go to Seattle, let alone Glasgow--)
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(--Well, 1 did try to talk Mr. Science into writing you an article. But then, his explosions are never the result
of mistakes, but rather of careful, meticulous planning. | suppose he'd rather not draw official attention to the

matter, and so he gracefully declined--)
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(--You are right to grumble, the size didn't do justice to the piece. Its width should have filled the column.
But | had made a best guess at the local copy shop and was in haste to get the zine done and mailed. Not fair to
you. | want my artist contributors to be happy, darn it. I will strive to do better from now on. Also, | may not
'use up' your art at quite the same furious rate, as I am getting more contributors now, but rest assured |
appreciate each and every piece and will use them all eventually--)
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(--And of course, from the loccers' point of view, my inane chatter brings out the relative wisdom of their
words quite nicely--)
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(--Of course. And | hope Alexander and Laurel are still part of the local Texas fan scene, albeit taking a
well-earned rest--)
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(--Goodie. Always eager for more LoC trades. As the theme of this zine -- more or less -- is SF nostalgia, I'd
like the subject of any book reviews to be among the first SF you ever read. Any other articles likewise to deal
with nostalgic SF experiences. No contemporary stuff. All articles as short as possible due to space constraints.
And if possible, loaded with humour. Simplest solution, a LoC with all of the above. Challenging, what?--)

# m 5 15 1 § G( (! 1151 15§ oot
! (

(--Me too. Anything that stirs that olde sensawonda--)
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(--Bored? I'm amazed! | would think at the very least that the relationship between Wood and Lugosi, or the
filmmaking scenes... but perhaps the film is difficult to get into if you see it 'cold’ without prior knowledge of
Wood's inept career. The film did bomb with the general public after all. But for those of us with a fondness for
Wood's gutsy amateurism, ED WOOD is a wonderful film--)
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(--Cooties are certainly still around. Saw a guy sitting on the sidewalk of the Granville bridge picking lice
off his coat just the other day, and the Carnegie Library on Main street maintains a public delousing facility. |
know this, because | once considered applying for the job of delouser when they ran an ad in the Vancouver
Sun! Arrgh! Fortunately, sanity prevailed.--)
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(--1t's almost impossible to get ahold of the guy who keeps BCSFA's club archives. He hasn't been active in
the club for years. Consequently all the trade zines have been piling up in my closet -- not that I'm complaining,
mind you. But eventually I'll have to hand them over. Meanwhile all of SC's trade zines are mine, all mine! Part
of the perks of editing a perzine--)
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(--Oddly enough, though I'm quitting editorship of BCSFAzine (after 6 years), | have become a member of
"FHAPA" ( the Fan Historical APA ) being set up by Lindsey Crawford & Faye Manning, and will (maybe ) be
contributing six pages every quarterly issue under the heading: "THE FANTIQUARIAN CHRONICLER". This
is a Timebinders project. Anyone interested might want to get in touch with Lindsay (see address below
somewhere)--)
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(--1 routinely turn down overtime to avoid fatigue (and resulting migraines). Even so, often these days
reading or napping seem to be my only options. Something to do with getting older, or the additional 15 pounds
of fat I put on when I switched to a less strenuous job in the warehouse. In your case, having a small child
underfoot probably explains a great deal of the 'missing’ energy. My advice is to quit work, hire a nanny, keep
the child in a separate wing of the mansion, sleep 12 hours a day, and maybe, just maybe, you'll get your
fanergy back--)
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(--Actually, the author(s) wrote the books under the
house name Carey Rockwell, but his real name....darn! |
thought | had seen it in Clute & Nicholls' "SF
ENCYCLOPEDIA", but | can't find it. Come to think of it, | —
have never seen an article on the TOM CORBETT book
series anywhere! Have they disappeared so completely from
fandom's collective mindset? More to the point, does anyone
know the actual name of the author(s)?--)
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(--1 think Viewmaster is still around, albeit mostly 3-d cartoon stuff aimed at the youngest kids. In my small
collection I still cherish the 1964 set "MAN ON THE MOON" and the (date-unknown: mid sixties?) set
"PREHISTORIC ANIMALS", consisting entirely of colour stills of Ray Harryhausen dinosaurs from Irwin
Allen’s 1954 (?) film "THE ANIMAL WORLD". Ray animated them, Willis O'Brien designed the models and
sets. | remember reading an article where Ray mentioned he didn't own this viewmaster set anymore and was
hoping someone would send him one. | gather it's pretty rare. Selfishly, I hung on to mine (actually, | imagine
he was inundated with copies after his request was published)--)
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(--Not me! I've always believed every work of SF to be a subtle sexual allegory.....At any rate, BBFOS
sounds a lot more interesting than, say, "SURF NAZIS MUST DIE", a film devoid of any sort of content. In fact,
compared to modern films of that ilk, "TEENAGERS FROM OUTER SPACE" is beginning to look pretty
good—)
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(--Nope. But I like the concept. I'd like to read it--)
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(--It thrills me to think that, in spite of my collection of more than 1,000 SF paperbacks, I still haven't read
ALL of the works by my favourite authors. So | still have that to look forward to, in addition to the wonderful
new authors (new to me, at least) | keep discovering, like Stephen Baxter. Still good times to be an SF fan. Mind,
much is out of print these days, but haunting used bookstores often brings rewards--)
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(--Let me get this straight, you went to high school on a US military base in Thailand? In which case, | beg
to differ, I strongly suspect your school life was MUCH more interesting than mine, at least, as far as any
school sponsored field trips are concerned--)
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(--1 can't remember if terrain figured in my thinking. I have vague memories of planning battles on rolling,
grassy plains with lowlying swamps or bogs--)
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(--The vision of Canada my Grandfathers fought for I suspect is quite a bit different from the way the
country actually evolved. Had they forseen -- as if in a vision -- the influence of Barney on Canadian youth, they
might well have switched sides. But this is nothing new. | grew up with "HOWDY DOODY" and "CAPTAIN
KANGAROQ", so I'm certain My granddads lived long enough to entertain doubts about the worth of Western
Civilization as defined by its English-speaking denizens. It's a good thing we CAN'T see the future, actually—)
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(--Yes, I would hate to give the impression that the callous brutality of the Conquistadors was anything out
of the ordinary, then or now. The world is full of such "nice guys" and they're often the chaps in power. Still, not
much one can do about it, except be aware of what's going on. This is why | react negatively to optimistic buzz-
word views of contemporary politics domestic and international, | know reality is no where near as simplistic or
loving. On the other hand, my basic faith in the fundamental decency of the average human being keeps me
from being a total cynic. History is fascinating, | just don't want to be an active participant in the more
interesting bits--)
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(--Congratulations! You own a book by the legendary
Lionel Fanthorpe! 'Pel Torro' being one of his many

pseudonyms)
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(--Ever seen "PROJECT MOONBASE", the Heinlein-scripted 1953 made-for-TV pilot? Not that it's bad.
Though dated, the story of the first man and woman to visit the Moon, only to be stranded, is full of neat touches.
Alas, | watched only the first 2/3rds, then switched channels to watch John Wayne as Genghis Khan in "THE
CONQUEROR". Anybody who knows my taste in movies will understand why--)
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(--1 never actually owned a spaceship, apart from the same plastic Flying Saucer model which Ed Wood
used in "PLAN NINE"--)
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(--1, of course, have a complete set of Heinlein's "YOUNG ATOMIC ENGINEERS" series, my favourite
being "THE YOUNG ATOMIC ENGINEERS ON PLUTO, OR UP TO THEIR NECKS IN COLD FUSION™".
Sigh, no one writes like that any more.... On the other hand, though | read nearly all of the TOM SWIFT JR.
books, | have but 5 in my collection. Maybe someday--)

. ! 15 4 5 % $ ! (. % ) > 1" 15
$ 15 ! (.1 1% ) 115§ 1 E#
1o 5 1§ A) # 1% t § , I

(--Criswell was certainly a fascinating character in his own right. I used to enjoy his frequent appearances
on the Johnny Carson show years back--)
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(--On the other hand, the Deros are still out to get me! Arrgh!!--)
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(-- Actually I've written eight books so far, most of them novels, half of them science fiction, all of them
unpublishable. But as Heinlein said, the first rule of writing is to write. If you don't, you're not a writer. So take
the plunge! It's the only way. Eventually you will sell, or so | keep telling myself--)
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(--In Social Studies class | wrote a story about a Medieval pig. My classmates were jealous--)
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(--Okay, another dose to appear in SC#5 circa early January 96--)
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(--Me too. I love both books and films, so reading about films is the best of both worlds. Not so sure about

watching movies about books tho....--)
K 15(
(--Thanks. I'll need it--)
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(--Hmm, hadn't thought about his technique before. Thanks for giving me a fresh appreciation of his
work--)
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(--And the moral is? | confess | don't know. Too deep for me-- actually, it conjures up a charming image, |
can visualize the illustrated version, needs a bit punching up tho, plotwise--)
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(--Alas, no article from David this time. I've never even
met him, that | know of, don't know who he is. | hope he
will be moved to write further articles for SC, however. The
tone of his stuff is quite what | had in mind for SC--)
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(--What? You doubt my veracity? Incredible. Frankly, I
don't think I'm clever enough to write as intelligent and
thought-provoking a script as "SLIME PEOPLE'. Believe
me, it exists. In fact, such is its popularity that there are no
less than three models of the critters available these days.
Rest assured, every film I review in SC is available on
video. You too, can view the classics!--)
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(--Tyrone Power played Cortes in a movie about the conquest circa '30s or '40s. Rather miscast,
considering what the real Cortes was like--)
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(--1 like holding my zine too. Fondling it would be considered excessive, | suspect--)
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(--They don't know what else to say--)
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(--1 suspect Graves reinterpreted his experiences for literary effect--)
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(--So naturally, they'd use it for making coffee instead--)
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(--Newage? I like it! If only we could build some newage treatment plants--)
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(--As long as | am well paid in egoboo | shall--)
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- - H: * A whole bunch of people I think, but have misplaced their locs. Arrgh! But please write. | love
getting Locs, and will print as many as | have room for. Cheers!
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