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From 1939 to° 1959 no ' SF -magazines or-peperbacks uwere importad into
Australia in eny guantity. “The few lodel fans who were arourd in .
those drought days were of two kinds: those varrled over from e 4
days and those who somehotl stumbled upom the numefoug fanwgroupg i
the major cibtiegs Sydney boasted the oldest and mostorganizedt the
Futurian Soaisty of Sydnéy. It was aleo the headquartets for the -
Australian Scienge Fictiom Society, & 'postal rFegister’ begun by* FS5
isader Graham Stone_as a means of keeping the more distant fags
informed and im conbact with the headquarterss In the hoginitihg. s
Stong performed this task -admiraply, although thers were those™ iRe
deglared that, in latepsyears, thg Society has excesced. the gut of
" which the FSS had criginallfl invested ip ik, dnsl has became insjamy
a perscnal plaything of Stons - bufd don't krow about thati

- 'mheh“ﬁhe-Rustraliqﬁ,aggbnﬁs F};tiuﬁ+ﬁ§935iaﬁinmswes set ﬂbfa
by Graham Stone in 1965;.the'ﬁésbciﬁtionﬁ}nabrparated thy
FsSs (3ohn Foygter) ' ~ . e

-'“. -

For those lonmg years %hé Australisn. peader had to survite-olf am j -
irzegular diet of the BRE Agtoufwing, the oceaslomal-BREsS of the:
Thrilling Growp, snd the*few British peperbackesswhich found thadid uay
imto logal bookshops - ®dte often tham not QK”aﬁﬁﬁamﬁlgﬁﬁﬁiitﬁh“?UHE{

" was left to search for £ty 'urudial? enid the Yoffd~trail amorigst the

- gvellable herdeover baoks %n crder to supplsment the-meagTe .
(Ahy the 3unk we read im thpge daysi: 1 remgmber fafy Crezierde Lifrary

o+ & Denmis Wheatley, Harry. d@onds,'ﬂ}dhasl:Hﬁﬁﬁggnn;_ﬂiﬁﬁr'Hagéardl}~,

wt

-

and I ocan recall many a Satiirday afterncom epent T yrouring the -

suburbs, searching for the cceasiomal Eﬂﬂpﬁstnundinéxin:ona-sééundhan&
. pmokshop or znothers .The:chance of coming acroes.@ getydme Americen

pulp of the 5F variety was remote = bne pould but*dtoul?gueb'the'ﬁew
battered copies ¢f GfsAnd His 8Sattle Appg and becoms fioustratad and

anmoyed by ths dupligetion of so many copigs. of Dips Doteoiive “und
Thriiling Mystery. Did GIs raallyfhhve such appalling tasbss? L

(This was & situstion: similar to am esrlier period oF the Hatding lifle:
the désperate schoolboy search for the glittaring Americam eliwgolour
comics during’ the war yearss IR those days the words fPrinted 1 tHe
,Uni}gﬁ Stotes of America' possessed a wongrous magige’ Qur oun poygrtye
stricken putilications could never match. fhose fabulols producty - Byt
-1*;ithaﬁfs anq}her time and another tales o o) _ A %\
"1t Was the ubiguitous Race Thorsom Mathews who first ssduced
. we into’ the delighte of the nevernsver world of science:

~ 7 “fiction, just as earlier, much earlier, he had gorruptéd

‘my mind with the garish,'and'mwéhnsoqght—aftermebiiuatiuns,

known ns (hush) Ameziocan comicss Race, I recell, hed a la¥ge

. gollectiom of English. pornmy dreadfuls -~ the Nslson Lees

Library ~ and I had a fathar in Shanghel, and®then imHong

Kong, who supplied me with Amerigan comics, UWe arrendgad:a

. . i,

B . . ©
- LT
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: 'swap, amedd msktters progressead satlsfactorxly until the_ Cuatﬂms
. .began to elamp down on the dreedful influx of currupt
-literature threatening to engulf our- youbtr in a2 decad
kide of Nyokas and Captaim Mapvels, and Batmen, and g
Shennas, and Heaps, and Airbays, and Stu Jaylors, and_Drh
« . - .. Sivenss, and Mr, Mxyztplks, and stds Nelson Lees dwif
Tt as d*d_the heady wonders af Buck chers in Fulcolour.

Trust Racey thoughs Before you- cuuld say SHAZAMY twloce

- he_had discovered & tiny place, quite near school end thes

| Ste Kilds Junction, which had a supply, emall it is btrus,

but a supply nonetheless, of the forbidden fru1ta. Lifs
vas again liveable.~ Meli, Race was im the class below
he ak schonl, and:' I soof Mad to 1equs Axxxxxx to enter the
kB:Lg Sehool'y’ .Ste Kilda Junction was’ out, of bounds for a
baarder, and I no longer had the packet muney I Had been
agcustomed to, so I Btopped Prequnntlng the shopes But
not Hage.

~ About 18 months later I was taken away from: school oR =

- whim of my fotherts and whirled aroynd the world to the .
Fest and to-England for = year, to ﬂbsorb Bed knous whaty’
and .wheh I rcturned Race and I were ;n'soma clagses
tngethet. He reintroduyced me to the little shop, this
time ndt for comics, but-2 far mors imeidlaus poisomy one
uhich st111 ‘courses through my” veins - sgiesnce fiction,

Agtounding;” Planet, Supel Sgisnce « « « zhl even the

- British titles were hted with womder, drenched im the
promise of 1nterplanetary orgics, Life was again worth

nwllulng. I remember dlgtinctly the first true SF ;.
magezife I sver read, < a present from Race = | Galaxy for
May 1951, with 'The/Wing Between The Worldst® by Lester
Dal Rey, 'Tyrnnmp by As. ¥nov, 'Goodnight Mr, Jemes! by
Simak, plus' many others, I have mever been tho same
sinces (Dick Jenssen) ' :

We did eventwslly get our cwm local SF magazine - Thrills Iggggggggted
first appeared iﬂ'1950}, and it wes a bloody awful thing, The" ngpfgags'
'cnmpamisam-ﬁ fan_thim nf. is the short-lived imerican 'slick! :
Setencs Finti ﬁ'f‘juu im s content and gsnerally hot racum*
ch saw twc issues during the boom of 1952s The materiael o
‘hrills was om a comicbiook level, Ths writers wers 1nexperlepced ‘and ¢
1lliteratp -~ although ope of them ¢id bring a bréath of nctnriety #G
" tHa magazine when he filched some storiss from Plapet and Thrllligg
Yorder and presented them under his.own bylines - most mokably = /.
Bradburyts 'Waricnettes Inc.'s “Spmehow the publishers managed ko
survive this and many other mimcr catastrophes, snd svsn publiéhed. tHa
first works of local authoress Norma Hemming znd im: the last Yeagy 4z
so egemed Lo -be making e sineesre effort to. improve the. qﬁalltY‘of
the storlaa im the magezineg In all it saw 23 issue@. ths last B8 .

EFNAC Reprints September 2001: | Remember AFPA page 3



EFNAC Reprints September 2001: | Remember AFPA

June 1952.

5 dismal picture for the aficinonado. Those fortunate enough to have
1disgqovered! the ASFS could avail themselves of such internstional
services as Ken Slater's OPERATION FANTAST and wallow in as much
imported SF and fantasy as they could afford - or shell out evem
more and move up into the tempting bracket offered by such British
book dealers as Ted Carnell and Ken Chapmane and for the non~fans
there existed, in Melbourne, atill another source of supply e « o

0ld Man Fronklim kept a booming paperback and marriage~manual
business at the tall end of Baurke Strest, whare the Southern Cross
(site of the 1975 World Seignce Ficticom Conventinn) now squats in
its sugory splendour. At the rear of his shop, im whet used to be
the Western Market, he also ran the largest lemding library in the
city. Some £ime prior to 1952 he Bought up o lot of pre-war pulps
fram somewhere and had them cll individually bound, =nd opened a
special "5F esctiom of the said library. The joindng fee was 2
whoppery and indiented the impurtance pleesd uporn *American
fiagazines?! im those days: £2/10/0, as agaimst 10/6 far regular
library membershipe In those dry days before the 1939 delugs
(when most pubilishers muet have dumped irm Australle the aceumulated
backlog of five years publishing), dozens and dozens of eager fans
must. hovs found their way ta Franklim's and cavarted happily

: amangst the hupdreds af
volumes toc be had, By some
methed zvailable only %o a
crafty bopoksellsry Mr.
Franklin tock out sub= .
scriptions to Astpunding,
Amazing, Fantostic
Adventures, Thriliing
Wonder, and Steztling
Stories {apporently he had
never heard of Galaxy - OT
the others), and had each
issue bound and placed in
the litrary - and THIS at
a tima when theare was noe
way for an individual to
place a subsaription for
an americam fiction
mngazine. Later wse found
thnt thoTs wWers Ways e =
such as arranging o sub
through Chepman oT Carpnell
im Emgland. '
{For a fifteen=year-old fan
“{such as 1) this wes indeed

i
i
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treasure trove unaarthede I can recall wesksnds - and WHAT weekends}
‘=~ struggling home om: a tram loaded up with five er six hardcover
Startlings or Thrillinpg Wonderse (Even in thoss deys the very
mentions of the words 'Ziff-Davis! was offensive £o my 0ars,

ASF was all right, but it didn't have tha letber=columns, . .

By the time I discovered Franklim's (1957) this 3F library -
. was being slouwly sclge 0Or so I surmises After I'd been

going to Framklin*s feor about six months I discovered

some uninterestimg old magazines {such as 1932 editions

of Wonder Stories) selling for 3/6. After buying all of
‘these I was told that thers were some more ‘'out the back?®,

Here I found what remainmed of the famoug library. Agaim,

I hought what I could of thesee In about 1967 Franklin's

moved to its present loesation, and slowly the SF section

has deelined. In the middle sixties I bought five years

supply {(without. any breaks) of Galaxy, ASF, If and F&SF,

at 20¢ sach, withim s month, WNowadays the 5F sellg for

35¢y and more for the more expensive paperbacks: there

are hardly any magazines these dayse I should, perhaps,

coreect Mr, Harding om o emall point: Frenklin?s did

have copiss of Planet, Gzlaxy, and Fzmous Fantastic

Mystariss, cmongst others, hardbound, I suppose that

the bast purchose I sver made at Franklim's was of the

first six issues of FFM, in: goed comdition, for 15¢

eache  (John Foystoer)

0id I hear scmecne mention lgtter =-columns? Migod - but they were
marvellous] I thought at first thzat thsy were some sort of persoral
joke omi the part cof the editor - but I soom found out otheruise.
After thoty the 5F world seemed even more remorkable.

It was maddenimg to read the letters out of sequaence, back-trasking:
and side-trasking tha various feuds in. progress, but 1 waded through
those poges - sixbeen, sometimes twenty, never less than ten - with
as much interest os I devoted to the stories precedimg them.

A tentative lstter to Ken Slater, promptéd by a mention in Sam
Merwints fan colump im Stortling Storisse ond I hod Arriveds I
beoome yet znother Australian Momber of OPERATION: FANTAST and
sotiled down to gwalt my first porcel of Americar: mags.

Evepn now I can clearly wisualize the contents of that historis
pastingt on issue of Thrilling Wonder featuring '"Abererombie
Station! by Jack Vance (pseuds for Henry Kuttner), issue no. 13

of Mew Worlds and no. 3 of Science Fantasy (two British magazines
not seen in Melbourne at that time), o copy of the very first

Wonder Story Annual, and two Avors papsTbacks = Wylie's 'Glzdiatort
and Merzitt¥s 'Ship of Ishtar?. Hardly an impressive lot - but then
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I uas“father low on cash in those early days. But before they
arrived other_interesting_euents had occuUrreds «

I received a letter from Rog Dard im Perth, welcoming me to OF, as
Aussie rep. He gave me the azddress of Melbourne's big, big, BIG
contact point: a Mre Race Mathsus, of B Barnett Stregt, Hampton.
S50 after exchanging a feu short letters with Race and receilvimg

an invitation to visit him, 1 cleaned myself up-one Sunday and went
- in. suit and collar and tie on an exceédingly warm sunmer's days
to meet Mre Methswse Race was sitting out eon the fromt lawn when-.
1 arrived, engrossed -im 'The Onslought From Rigel?' im Yenden Story
Annual, and after o rather uneertain hondshake was exchangady he
took off his dark glasses and escorted me inside. Hs wos 2 '
remarkpbly haby~foced youth of eighteany long and le=n and lanky,
with legs that sprawled out upon. catpets likes = taTantulae We
chatted of things SFictional for a few hours, and I left with o
vague promise that I wouwld attend a fanmish gathering he had
nlanned ot his home in e fow weeks time % this wes to be &he
wnofficicl inaugural mesting of what bacame kmown as tha Melbourns
sgignce Fictiion: Group, ’ - o : '

-

" The fen of Melbourne began to mest in each other's houses

.. Someotimg.in. 1951, 1 belisve, ond tho first I nttonded was

. - abt Race'se Thet 'bus trip from tho station, Rigddio , o
Brighton, was a focal poimt of space-time, for on my journey
1 met Bob McCubbim, UWe wers, as I recall, the only two on
the vehicle znd, somehow as thess things happen, began to
talk and discuss our common passions 1 soom discovered,

. however, that Bob had many another passipmy and By the time
wa had reschod Race's I had leained that Japopese women head
beawtiful (thae word conveys most incdeguataly Bobts look: of -

- remembered joy) purple nipplas, firm and delightful to
touch, hold, and squeezes My mind had bsen opened up to
whols new worlds, for Bob had been most loguacious on

. subjects whose delicocy forbids my mentionimg fthem herceee
. (Dick Jdenssen) o

As a result of my enrclment with OF, I eéventually became 2 member
of the ASFS (Noe 151, I think)}, and locked forward to Stonels

" monthly mailings with intercst.  They usually contained: a copy
of 'Stopaogp - a letter, circular, or publicationt?; produced by
Stonay it was = semi~foolscap affair, intensely sercan, and’
confined itsclf to prozine and book revieuws and reports of Sydney
happenings - but chose to ignors any of the more controversial

. topics of fan politics, There would also-be: publiecity handouts
from FANT;ASY and GNOME PRESSes and othier publishers, as well as

" an.occesionsl copy of Vertical Hgorizons, a fanzine publishad by a
Sydnay femme group, and Scisnce Fiction Reviews SFRy an exeeliantly-
concoived and produced publication, w#s published by Rex Moyers It
mostly ran. to. twelve quartd pages and appearsd irreqularly but at
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least every few monfhs{ A battery of literate reviewers disaected
recent prozines and hardcovers = the average review runming to 250
words - and was generally well-recelved by the local Tans.

A strange foresmast! Eighteen months after writing this
article lLee Harding was involved in the editing of the

. Bustralian Scionge Flctlﬂﬂ Revigw, a publiication not -
umlike the sarlier ones The greater amount of avallable
mode the latter publication rather more presentable, but

~ the aims seem to have bean very much the szame, Rex
Meysr is now a BNF in Educatiom Fandom, (John Foyster)

{An. indented wérd hers om the general policies and appearance of
Australian fanzinmes at this time, Those menticned abaove typify
the genoral appro=zch: semi=Poolscap and quarto size, the former
sveraging sight to fwelve pages, without illustrations af hEudlth-
= typescript throughouts, The general atmosphers was serisus and
rostrained and, for the most part, devoted to the discussiom and
furtherance of the SF Image Glorious, This was 2 pattern which:
haod earned for Australinn fans a generally stuffy and
unapprocchable personality. Rig Dard, who was geographicnlly
removed from all this, remscined am gxception and, by consistently
writing for American fmz and porticipating’ im American fandommy
often seamed like dne apart from the rdst of Australian fandom.

Past history was only vaguely diffarent from this picture wpon my
entrance into the national scane, The 'Futurianm Press! had
publiished oz few absurdly pretsntiocws short-story booklets
('81inded They Fly'! by Vol Molesworth and 'Zero Equals Nothing?
by Ge Be Stone and Royce Williams) on their hand-operated press,
os well as n few lightweight fanzines (?) - Nick Sclntseffts
Woomeras and Arthur Haddon's Telepath. Thers had zlsc been the
first installment of Vol Molesworth's *Outline History of .
Austrzlian Fandom', a2nd DDSSlbly 2 fow more titles Itue forgotien
for the moments o o)

Ron and Sue Clarks have commenced publication of Vol Molesworth's
. *History* in full, im Ark, and I hope the long task will not

prove to be too much for them, Kevin Dillon hos plans for

puhllshlng cther stuff from the perlod, and BAF mey do 1ts

cun bit, (John Foystaer)

fly enthusiastic correspondence with Rog Dard revesled twa impirtant
thiness: the relentless war being waged upom him by the Pertit Customs
Dopartment, and the mystifying structure of ‘Australian Fan Politics,
From what I could gather there hod been o schism withini the Sydnay
group at some time ar ancther, leaving 2 sharply-divided fzndom,

0n the one side were Haddon=Veney-Cohen plus D=rd, and on the cother
the allepowerful Stane-Molesworth junta, A while later a2 guy named
Lyell Crone came alorg and trisd the rols of peacemaker but onlx
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succecdsd irm complicating the situation further. But this is a2s far
ag I can go with this misinfarmation,

I first met Dick Jenssen on a Brighton ‘bus en route to Race

Mathews! get~togethers I cantt for the life of me remember how we
spotted eaech. other as S5F fans = but I do recall that we waxed
enthusiastic aver our Favocurite stories for many milese. As it
Happened, he was also a mamber of 0ld Man Franklin's 'specialt?
library, and was surgrised to discover that it was I who wes given to
seribbling rave notlecs alongside various stories I found over-
whelminge

1t weuld also have besen Race who irtroduced me to Freonklin's
library = I dowbt I would heve found it myself ~ and 1 know
he put me om to Sloter, Chapman, and the cther big sellers
~of the stuff. (Dick Jenssen)
. .

I beliéue Dick was my senior by two yemrse Even nouw you wouldn't
know it,

Rocet!s function was a great success, Many of the oldtimers turned
up: Bob McCubbim was there, and I'm pretty sure flarshal Mclennan
ond Wog Hockley were, toce From then on the group held monthly
meotings at member's howses im rotation - those members who had
decent homee and whose wives/parents st al. were tolerant enough to
allow the onslaught of eightsen to twenty faons plus supper after~
‘wardse , :

And who wes responsiblo for the foumdimg of the fMelbourne Scisnce
Figtion Grouwp? Can't rightly say - I missed out om the formotilve

" meeting - but Jenssen was thera, maybs he ean enlighten us., As I
rocall the original ideg wes a2 sort of collaoboration betwsen Bob
McCubbim and Race Mathews, but apart from that the picture blurs 2
little.

Race, I'm surs, wos the guiding light in the foundetion
of the Mglbourns Science Fistion Group, for it wes he who
brought together those who would constitute its nucleus.
(If it seems remarkable that a 16-year=-old could '
dpeomplish this - that is, the formstionm of the club, not
the seduction to science fiction of a youbh of but 15
tender years {me) ~ it must be remembered thaot Race wns a
boy of remarkolle precocitys He aluays seemed old to me
Z an Glympion of wisdom. Baby-faced he wes, Leas, but
rother im the manmer Itve olways imagimed Odd John would
be, I romember my wmothor saying, sighimg really, once
to me ofter Race had just left: "He's very hondsome, dear,
" He'll bre=k many, many girls' hearts.,” I couldn't sce it,
but then « « « Anyway Rzsce was married gquite young - he
was. nineteeny, I believe - znd any haarts broken would have
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been through sheer frustration at his unattainable stetus.)
The Melbourns Scisnce Fiction Group, if I can trust my felling
memory, waa formed around 1952/3 after a round tsble

" _discussion. im Val's Coffee Lounges (Dick Jdenssen)

When the group had grouwn out of all commonserse size we deciQeﬂ:that
tofficial' quarters were nocessary, and we finally scttled on Valts
Coffee Lounge, o convivial spot &n the very heart of busy Melbourns.

It hed a roputation, too. At first we thought it uwes rather exegiting
holding club meetings im: what appeared to be a front for a bordello,
but og time went by other truths became appersnt, and we didnt't
feal quite at esass amongst the numerous comsorting leshians
whirling arcund cur tobles. One might I forcod down o late meal of

: . ham and eggs swimming
around in some
godeawful liquid thet
Just could have been
jissom ~ and suore ~i
that this wzs the
last time I would
aver stoc, etc,

Gur londlady
heard that I was
going to Val's
for thoe mectings,
drew me aside one
day and whispered
conspiritorisily,
"B careful Dick,
they're o bunch
of queans"se I
didntt know whnt
a queen uwas, but
if she had said
"poofters" I
ghould have
caught her meanlng
instantlye
Luekily I didntt,
and guilt
fecelings about
going to seience
fiction mostings
in a house of
invarts never
troubled,. But ot
that first
dispcussion uwere
Marshal Melennamg

v
4
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Ian Crozier*, Hob MeCubhin, Den Tuck {? but he was no
founding member), myself, and some cthar, whom I canmoi
remember ees perhaps it was Race e.e YB3, 1 think so. .
(Dick Jenssen) '

#* Lge Harding forcefully denies thise (John Foyster)

But Bill Veney visited the group while it was still resident at Val'se
He stopped by fram Tasmania on routa for sunmy Quesnslande Ifve

only met Bill that once, and it 1s a very long tims ago, yeb I

find that I can recoll his face with alarming acCuracys Don*t know
why, There must hovs been something terribly important about the

man = parhaps 1t w28 because he gave up so much of his time to ma.

Or was it the facht that we discussed Bradbury so keanly? Anyway, Bill
left me with the promise that I would joim a Group Letter eirculating
between himself, Rog Dard im Perth. and Lyell Crans im Sydneys X
ioeked forward to its orrival umpertainmly,

The bulky envelope finolly turned up = and there they wers, three

happy clowns disporting themselves over pages end poges of typescripte

I was apprnlled te discover thereim not gne mention of the literature

I loved, but quite a lot on local fan palitics and the world

situntion. ini gensral, Faced with such awe-imspiring supremacyy I

folt thot thers wes little I could do but sppend a humble apology

for my ignorance of the subjects discussed, and forward it to Rogers.

ffter this imitisl shock had dissipnted, 1 found that I locked foruard .

pith ingreasing inmterest to sach new imstallment of the GLe I% iR

cirpulated for about nine months and then petered oute I'm not sure
~why, but I think there was samg dissension in the ranks. Crone wos

playing ot peassmoker with the Stons/Molesworth junta and Roger

wasntt having anye Something like that.

Meanuhile my little mind wos busy with other things.

Shortly after becoming a member of OF 1 wstablished o fou oversees
contacts, and then the very Pirst Fanzines began %o arrived fyphseil,
Slant (the very last issue), Spaceshig, Feon, S5tar Lanesas I was
flaobtiergested - and imspired. :

mge must put owt a fanzine" I told Dick, and he agreads Being the
junior members of the Group it seemed naotural that we should plan’
this venturs together. And later onm, when Mezvyn Binns joined us,
that seemed equally logimal, slmost cosmicy, you might says

Let me say that I thimk that Lee is being a trifle modest
{here and latar) sbout his role in the Pgrhaps aatiolugy..'
I know that khis is hard to belisve, and I had to fight my
own’ incredulity, but modest he ise I1f it hadn't been for
Lep, for sc he was known then, not omly Perhzps but :

Etherlige would mever havs besen borne I'm one of those

R
s
\\
, .

R
hl
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who alwzys have grandiose ideas {100 pages, storiess by
Kuttner, ven Vogt, Miller, etc., artuork by Paul, Hergey,
Rogers, Orban - in seven culour prints ~ glossy papery’
SatEvePast size, selling for 15g. I'll have anr office, of
coursey in a 7Q~storey building) but whe nsver do
anything ebout them unmtil they're pusheds And than they
distover that the dresams are Jjust that - wselsss Ficltions.
Well, Led not only provided the push, but he did most af
the worke He wrote letters, contacted people, suggested’
" gtory ideas, cover illustrations, solved layout problems,

“" told Mervyn when to turn the duplicator handle, and in
short was the driving force (spiritual) behind Pezhapse
Mervyn Bimns was the drivimg force {material)t he found
Us a duplicatory fixed it when it went wrong, forced it
into z2otion and was, in short, thoroughly indefatigable om
the production side, I? I obeyed corders, and produced
211 the little fillers designed te round out those big
blank space between the highpowered stories and articles.
Anyway, most of my gtuff was rejected, (Dick Jenssan)

By now the Growp had moved inta more or less permanent gquarters =t the
Oddfellows' Hall at the top of Latrobe Strest, We had the basemant
room and the use of = cupboard for the library in the hall outside.
Hardly convivial, but in those days we weren't particularly

interested in the comforts of homes .

However, members now went for supper to Mirkats, a convivial
spot” in the vory hesrt of busy Melbourne. (John Foyster)

Despite the endeavours of the more veroeiows fans = myself includsd -
the Group staunchly resisted any attempt to ‘organize! itself in any
way, and still manages to do so umtil this very day. Eob fcCubbim
was the self-gliscted Chairman at all times, but there were no
organized svenrings and no minutes were kepte Ye were just o bunch of
guys getting together and swappimg yarns - and trading a few magazines
at the sama time. Sines then we've coquired 2 duplicator, a movie
projector, a table~tennis table, three toilets, an hydroulic 1ift,.
and instant ecoffes machine (Morvyn Binms) and o taste for such '

: fefinemenks as *The Cabinet of Doctor Caligari' ond 'Siegfried? end

. Norman McLaren, but thimgs proceed pretty much the same as they did

" in the 0ld Days.

Well, that wag true back in ths Gool 0ld Daye of the middle g
sixties., ({John Foyster) '
Whils Dick, Mervym and I were still mulling over the prospect of our
fanzine ond where we should gst saome matericl for the first issue,
the firet issue of fareyunner arrived from Sydney. i

)

Doug Nicholson's effort hag sinee become one of the landmarks im
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pustralian fan publishing - but at the time we weren't particularly
impresseds For one thing, you zouldn't rightly ©all it = fanzine -
and it dign't fit into the F55 and ASFS scheme of things either.
Dougts confessed aim was ta "pave the way for an esventual Australlian
professional magezine®., I don't th;nk that he did - but the
experlmant was worthwhlle.

Furerunner 1 was an sighty~page dupllca+ad magazine bound u;th a
clasp and with an oversize cardboard lithoed covers The stencils
were well cut but poorly duplicateds 4t was Dougts fault - his
inexperisnce with handlimg a duplieator, he szid, Later on we wers
to sppreciate thoss words. The magszine printed STORIES. Fiction.
Almost sxeclusively - there was one articls, Part One of 2 sericl

by Vol Moleswoarth, himself o professioncl s
writsr of ¥axtbonaks and pulp pocketbooks and .
longtime guiding 1ight of the F55, and shorter .
fiction by Norma Hemming and others. PRrecedent .
was sat with the introdustiom of artwork in the
discraet story headings and i1llustrations
throughout the magazine.

I have no idea how well Forerunmer was

rocsived overssas, bub I can imagine it

bolstared the femilisr serson image of Austrolian
fzn publ;shing.-

An imcoge we wers dastlned to shﬂttsr.

Perhaps, as Dur~bralnch11d was colled, would turn
out to he 2 strange hybrids Bound by a -
pretentious phota=lith cover and subtitled “The
Internctional Magazine of Fantasy and Seience
Fiction" was material which, quite frankly,
lookad like one of  those pverty«strlckan UK
fqnmags.

The fault wns minee. You see, the little Harding
heod delusions of grendeur and that explains to
some extent why'Perhaps wes such a dismal
‘failurge “But I'm JUmplﬂg ahead = litthe. Back
to basics.

I had bought o typewriter with the intention of
trying my luck with the promagse Having met
poor response to my first story, I dacided thaot
I might as well turn to fanzine publishing as a
gort of second strinGecese

We planned nothing quite as elaborate as -
Forerunnars And neither did we have the services
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of tuweo excallent typistes. Ue only had ms, & guy so inexperienced
with stencils that he hz! never heard of corrscting fluid, UWhen I
made a mistake I sither struck it out like kRks, or ¥Wig, of
crossed it out IN INK an the finishad copy. Yikael

In the criginal planming stage, Perhmgs was tc be in the convpnt*on el
semi-foolscap size {"It'e like digest-size" said Dick -~ smiling},
with typed headings and & few illustrations from Jenssen,

Ws didn't intend to:muck about too long. We were KEEN, you under-
stand. And my fingers were itching to get to that typeuwriter,.

At aboui the same time, word circulated that Racs Natheus Wwas alsoc
planning a fanzine - and this was to be a Big Deal. I hed seen o
conies of the fabled Nekromantikon of Banister's zt Race’s home and
had an idez of the sort of magazine Race envisageds He even had a
title (Xanadwu) and 2 cover design and interior illustrations by |
Keith Molelland, = Group member who was also a commgrcisl artist,

I was stuck with Jenssen -~ and it was on Dick's well-reasched odvice
thot™ I shose not to pay too much asttention to Race's much-touted
magozine, ond concentrated on updating Perhaps.

Once I renslised the diffieulties I would encounter typing foolscap
stencils on o portable Remington (they would have to be cut in

half and Jjoined tagether agaln) I dogcided to abandon the Ytraditiomal!
format in favour of the quarto sizes This move wouwld aliow a more
oenerous use of artwork throughout the mogazine - a fact received
with snthusizsm by Mortom Kruss, Martim James, de 1a Faye,; Taela
Marting Dick Jenssen and Herding. The contemts were roughly lald out
in midw~November. There would bs an article promised by Rog Dord and
another by Bill Veneys, Ken Slgoter olso had an article ip the cffing.
The issue would bg filled out with an ediftorial by Harding, the first
part of 2 serial by Martin James, some odd poems and cssorted 2rt-
work by the fanmish £Ed Emshwiller (Jenssen) and an article titled
"What!s happened to ASF?" This much dercided, I felit that it was time
to prepsre the local fans for our initial publishing ventures I-
stengilled 2 two-faolscap-page Previgw, wherein I ouwtlined our aims
and ombitions, and promised Great and Wondrous things to como from
Mglbourne im the next yoar or socs The stencils were, of coursc,
complete with typoes, strikeowers, etes. So armed, we three ventumed
to MeGill's one aftornoon and did do battlc royal with Rex~Rotary.

n infernal mochine if ever there was ono. From the very first turn
of the hendle it did its best to thwart our noble designs. Net one
of ue had ever used = duplicotor befare - and we couldn't figure out
why ecch sheet come through with o three~inch wide ink smear on. the
broka o
"There!s ink on the rollers," Dick anmounded after pesring and pokimg
around underneath. the machinae, Mervyn Just grunted sourly and set
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about remowving and cleaning the said rollers.

This tomk;quite some time. And when they were replaced and the
machine began thumping over agein the very same ink smears Uere on
the back of svery.copys

We just couldn't figure it out. "The hell with itl" I said,.
disgusted and tired and fed up with the whole business, "Let's run
page two aff om a separatse shast.”

Aard we dids ‘And the two inkesmzared shests wera stapled togsther
and sent out to roughly @ hundred fazns listed in the ASFS dircetary.
A separate buwrdle was mailed to Dave Cohen in Sydney, who dished
them out to tha locals st the weekly mestings. ' =

The response to all this effort was an empty-sounding nil, Not that
any of us were .surprisad, There was enough inexperience in that-
Previgw to frighten off even the most tolerant Aussisfan,

A fow weeks later, just prior to the editerial board embarking upon
their Christmos holidays, Mervym heppily informed us that the roasom
we hod besn getting the ink smears was that the stencils 1 had bsen
using were exactly one inch toe short for “the duplicatore Thus, on
each revolution of the deper, thaot much ink was dopositod on: ths
rollers, tghl .

Now Bill Veney had arrived in Queensland late in 19532 and wasted no
time in sontacting the local Fans and ‘forgenising! them inpo o loose
body of monthly meeters, A fow nomes to remember: local jourgnalist
Fronk Bryning, author of sevaral 'spage'! stories in local slicks and
soon to cover himsslf with glory by submitting a steady string of
agcoptonces to Fantastic Universe and, lster, New Worlds; Jehn Gregor,
the Tafes « + « after a few menthe had gene by Bill lzunched his
fanzine Uohi, a querto-sized sffort sveraging four to six pages and
jesued ot intervals of approximately two months. Thoe general tone
was parodistic, and Bill's warmly imgratiating style contrastod
strongly with the sereon bikliographers of Sydney, and it wzas
chvious that his intention wae to have. at his old rivals in: a most
modost and amusing fashione Ughd contimued as a thorn in the side
of Stone znd compony for some tima. i ' '

tlgh} = the thorn im the Stons

3

: Matorial was gencrolly slarted towazds fan
politics and mostly was weitton by Venoy himself., A little later
Herry Brock was roped in as assistant editor and together they fTergad
n strong olliance agnimst the FS8S dictatorshipe. C B
Uhile we wers wréstling with the prqblum of the fipst issus of

-
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PERHAPS, and nll <7is wos going on in Quesngl-nd, Greohom Stone
in Sydncy was already sciting up SCIBNCE FICTION WEWS, his
antry intc the yru-toc-con-~publish-like-Taurnsi stokes. It
would be o four-page lithogrsphod newshoet along the lines of
SPFPTMES, ~nd wruld tentotively be distributed throusgh the ASFS
ailings and latcr cn through the personzl efforts ~f Mr, .
Stone himself. ' : '

But perhaps you are mere intercsted in the contents ~f OUR
- first issue. Well, it looked roughly like this now: a scraper-
. beard orver by Dick Jenssen {(already deposited with the
 1lithographers). It was ~rigindlly intended to illustrate a
serisl by Dick thnt scmehow nsver got beyend the planning stoge
- we cvercenme that by labelling the cover 'First Contact' and -
left it at that. I had the articlss by Rng Dard and Ken N
 8lnter which both come cut as autobicgraphies of o sort, Bill o
- Veney eontributed sn article on the enrly Austrnlinn SF :
writers (THE FORERUNNERS) ond Bcb 8ilverberg in New York had
been kind encugh to send an airlettsr with all sorts <f -
pertentinus things about the frrtheoming 'world fandom' typed
therecn, and the indefatignble Jensscn had written whot I
thought was an impressive shert steory - but there was still o
lot of spoce tn Fill up.

The cover story of PERHAPS 1 was t2 be a serinl, o8

I recnll, because it was intended to bo nbout 10 000
words, or thererbouts, in length. I remember writing
the firgt 2000 or so ond then £ r some ressen fading
out, Here I think Lee's memnry is somewhat st foult
in respect to (a) the cover and {p). the dnte 2t which
Ian Crogier made the fan scene. For it wos I1.C. who
wns responsible Tor the lettering ~n the scraporboard
cover - neatness being cone of my mony non-renlised '
virtues. This would mezn thet Inn would hove been
associated with AFPA scme twe or three months e¢srlier
than Lee remembers, In every other respoct, though,
he has whaot Oscar ILevant terms 'totol reenil?,

(Dick Jenssen)

- It was about this time thnt Bert Compbell begon running fanzine
reviews in AUTHENTIC, and I was -embrldened to write him ~» begging
letter in the hepe that he would turn round =and write o little
scmething for our first issue (nothing like having o PROU name on
the masthend!). Sure encugh, tw. weeks later c-me o letter from
Bert, and the first instcllment of whnt was to be = regular :
cclumn, This made us =11 rather drunk with power so, the
line~up ccmpleted, I hegan stencilling.

I hnd just reccived z copy of Silverberg's SPACESTIP duplicated
on = nice, shiny, semi-slick paper, and I wns s impressed with
~this rndical depsriture from the customary American bl tting
paper stock that I scoured arcund paper houscs until I frund
something similar, It ccat more thon twice os much as the
reguler Ronen paper, but _the way I figured it wruld be the
lenst of cur expenses. Llhere wns
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only ona eatch: dur duplicater ink was somshow incompatible with %this
partictlar paper. I have seen copies of that first issue of Perhaps
with thz ink still wet three ysars after publicetion,

And we wera stuck with faur reams of ths ﬁahnad stuff.  We gouldn'y
"bring curselves to Just throw it away = so we slip-shsested as best
we could, but to no avail '

First mistaka, but there were many mors to follow, As the pages
reolaed off our exnactations sank lowsr and lower, WYas this to be
the much=touted International Magazine of Science Fictiom and
Fantzsy? But the worst was yet to come: our regular pgper was o
good quartor of con inch smaller than the sliek stock =~ sh, how well
we learned o stick %o gng breand of paper and no other. Nobody '
seams Lo have agreed on 2 standard quarto size vver here,

With only o few pages to go, the Rex-Rotary finnlly gave up ths
unequal battle =nd collopsed into sullen ruine. And it refused to
budgbs. CGrestfzllan, we packed up our stuff and slunk out of
MeGill's leaving the busted machime to be fixed by The Firm.

Aftsr a hurriesd consultation we docided to ask Bobh McCubbidn for 2
halping hand, We kmew that Bob hoad an old-foshicmed flathesd
duplicator which he used to run off the ocoosional MSFG inewslettox!,
and we rang him up ond said thot we were wondering,

S0 one night I took over a couple of reams of papor, some stencils,

and Dick Jenssen to Beb's place in Howthorn, and thare we stosd and
watched Bab wield that mighty roller for o couple of hours, uith _
somewhat limited successes For one thing, we discovered that o flatbed
delivers roughly Pifty to sixty copies before the stencil starts Lo ‘
greage and go to pieces = and we had besn runming off an optimistic
hundrad end twenty copies of Perhaps. 5till, we had to be thankful

for smoll things.

This was by mo meana the lost Australinn fanzlne prsduced on o
fIotbad dupore Mike Baldwim produced three issues of Extont
on his {middle 1950s)s I must remark that a fourth issue
was stencilled and party run off - I have seepn the stencils
and the run off paogese I evsn offered te finish the job,
in a weak moment. Fortunataly this came to nothing, like
my offer to print/publish Forerunmer 3. If Dillon and/or
Nigholson don't noil me quickly on that one it'll be too
"lata, Then, one grim Sunday meny ysars ngo Jorn Baxter
and I asssulited the home of Baldwin, and amongst the booty
we hauled off was Balduwints duper. That week we ran off
whot was (1 thimk) the last Aussie fanzine to bs published
. on a flatbed, Bob Smith's Suil No. 2, which vent through
SAPS a couwple of years later. I think Jchn returned the
duper to Baldwin, in which cose it prohably vanished while
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Mike was on holidays. Wse found the experience of using this
kind of machina, sh, a challengs, and not an axperience to
e ropozted hastily, e didn't publish enaugh copiss ta

have the stencils crease, but I thimk we both developed L
Baldwin's Crampe (Jahn Foyster) - N

A fow weeks later the Rex-Robary had econcluded its econvalesgence. I

rotyped the butchered steneils and we ran. of f the remoinder of the
first issue ~ and
then sat gzbout
waiting for the
couBTSa '

and what about the
fimished product?
Framkly, it looked
awful, Years later,
and many, mony’
fanzines later, 1
wss ihclined £0
think more kindly
of thot first
dignstrous issue
(after all, thers
is Emanation to
compare). But at
that time I was
dismolly disappoint=
“ade Neothing had
turned out the way
I'd hoped - and the.
blaome was on me cnd |
my ignorsnce of the ™~ =
. stencilling processe
I suppose 1 wos
wallowing in the
traditional first
Jigsue blues, After
I had done what
1ittle I could to
hand trim the pages
- into a sembiance of
unity, I mailed out
copies with o heavy
hearts 1 sent a
few dezen copies to
Dave Cohen in
Svydney to hoand oubt
to the logals.
Nominal charge was
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- SR 2R N
1/~ a sopy with the pravisc of ‘no charge! if the buyer felt it wes
unuarrantods A few of .the more tolerant fans tossad in a bob, but.
most opted out. .

I°slso sent o bundle to my Stateside contact, Charles Anderson §n
Phoehdx,. Arizona, and apart from commenting in a rather embarrassed
manneT that "the locals aren't much interested in foreicn fatizines,"
I hsard nothing and, under the sircumstances, was rather plecsed
that I didn't, 1 figured that it was better to goncentrate an 2
betisr and less messy Perhops 2. : :

But I had other plans as well, As was the custom in thoge dry
Australian years, I devoted soms spacs im Perhgps 1 to news from
uversess, Under the fieeding ETHERLINE I printed what little gossip
was to hand at presstime, knowing full well that this would be out
of dato by the time the i1ssué sppearede Anyway, I hod talked this
over with Marvyn and Dick, and we had decided to gu ahoad with o°
sort of Victoriazn Newslettsr to compete with the Sydney fanzings,
and we had hopes of issuing it on a firm fortnightly schedule,.
More of this laoter.

And, just prior to finishing off Perhaps-1, in o moment of tension, -
another boll started rallings. That was whsn I received a frantic
tphonecall firom Dick informing me that Rnhce Mathsws had depided to
go all~out with his own projsct ond would hove it lithoed in the
microscopic Fansgignt size ond oll sorts of great and incrsdible
thingss 1 wos momantarily strickens To be overtaken ot this stogs
cf the QoMmBe o o

I had to de some guick thinkinge.

"Dick," I said, "We've got to joim forces®s -

By thus combining with the rivel 1 might well manoge ta .secure samg
of the promised thunder, so the follouwing evening we both wept over
to Raee's home and sxplainmed our proposition,

Rather surprisingly, Race thought the idea was a good one, ond ogresd
~ in principle to our plons, nomely, 2 pooling of oash and mokerioal for
Perhgps and his own Bgcchanaliz {(nee Xznadu), the whole being lumped
.under the general name of Amateur Fantasy Publications of Australin,

1 just had time to find spnce at the end of Boh Silverberg's poge

to type 'THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF THE AMATEUR FANTASY PUBLICATIONS

OF AUSTRALIA, WITH WHICH IS AFFILIATED B.CCHANALIA, THE FANTASY -

FANZINE!, ond wes able to sit bock and reolax againe -In the mpantime
- Race mads impressive growiing noises and continued preparing his
CPirst issuse At the same time I was determined to have 2 ﬁ%otalitb_

Porhops 2. The guestion wass how? i : R

: . . v
A thirty poge octava fanzine would gost inm the vicinity of j128-160.

»
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Where on ezrth would we get money like thet?

But we hed promissd Race support for his F;rst venture, alterncting
with Pethapss Oh, we wsrs wild and impassioned in. those days, my
frlends, our heads in the olcuds and mast unrsallstlc.

Gradually the 1ettars DF comment truﬂﬂlad in on the wake of Parhags.
Surprisingly, thay were for ths most part generous and afflrnwtlue.
The Sydrey fans were 'staunch in their. 'no offiicial comment?,

although it uwaen't difficult ta ascortaim that the general- repctian
wss that our product was 'juvenils and childish?! im the extremne.

Rog Dard was most conciliztory and Do Tuck in Tasmania wes
enthusizstics I guess most of them figyrced "what the hell, it ig =
first issus zmnd it is o radical departure from the usual Aussie
fonmag, SCe o o :

Better to.give us the benefit of the doubt. I don't mind admitting
thot it.helped - g littlae, I still thought that our brainchild had
aborted, but I was thﬂnkful that a2 feow psople thought that the effort
was ucrthmhlle. " "

And'about this t¥me the first issue of Stone's Sgisnce Fiction News
appeared, We were impressed, but doubted his ability to keep such
an expensive product goinge The laoyout was fanltless and the phato-
grophs well token and distributeds 1In all, 2 remorkable, if
predicteble, Australian fanzing.

Fditor Stone found 'space to say some clever and vaery tasteless things
about Porhaps and, indeed, began what wos to be a parsonal vendetteo
agninst thosas ghildish and immature Melbourne fans whe daored publish
?anz;ﬁas in violation of the Approved. flanmeT.

I never, at any time during my stay in’ fandom, exchanged a letter
with Groham Stone, or felt inclined toe. I thought that most of his
vitriolie revisws were tastcloss and prompted by o fear of hsalthy
and sucressful competition, father than by the genuine pursuit of
goad Journalisms And I suppose that I was marked- from the very
begintTing by my association with Dard and Coheny but, o & 1

managed to keep myself out of the fan politics for as long cs 1 :
published, foxr I couwld see littls sense im this teacup wranglling and
1ntercity jealousy,

Bec~use Raca seemed to be undergoing an unduly lnng pericd of .
gestation with Bgeochanalia, it was decidad thot Pezhops eould heve
first crack at the photolith business.  Most of tha mcterial was
alrondy in: =n sxsoilent eye~w1tness zorcount of an. army n—banb test
supplied by Hal Shapire vic Rog Dard, an orticle by Darzd on
sensorship (an oxonsion of his picce in Pgrhaps 1), scme poems from
Crma McCotmick {again contributed by Dard)y the second of Berd
Campbell's culumns, and 2 story or 4o by Dick Jenssen, dapend;ng on
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ths emourmt of space availabla,

Onp one thing we were determined
that the layout and artwork in
this issue weuld be gsnuinely
presentable and unmarred by the
inexperienced stiylus-wielding

of the first issue. Ue already
had a fine scraperboard cover

by David Rose, 2 compatrioct of
Jensasen's and, in this cage,

NOT one of ‘his pseudonyms, and

‘a general layout im readiness.

wa had 2l1ll of us chosen tco

forget the fiasco of the pravious
iscue and go all ocut for a
redanptions There was also the
matter of the 'newslettex®,

for which I was already collating
material with hopes of an sarly
issuss 1t would be semiwfoolscap

- in size, =znd average eight %o
twelve pages per issue and sell
to the local fans for sixpence.

But as for the problem of fincncel
I+t worked out semething like this:
" if asch of us contributed $20
towards the cost then we would
“manage tho $120 mecessary for a
thirty-poge issue of Perhaps 2,
This was agreed upon by Bick, Meruyn, Race and ‘myself. Informlng Rog
Dard of our plans was but the work of o moment, and I was astonished
to receive twenty bucks in the next mail as Roger's contribution
towarde the costss Somewhat taken aback, I reslised that it was about
time for an official reccognition of Rog's meterial assistance to the
nublicetion of Pegrhaps = after all, he had supplisd most of the
moteriol for the first two issues, and I felt that our acceptance’of
his generous offer made him o full member of AFPA. And so it did, and
for some time thereafter Rog remained a remots and silent pattnar to
a1l the hectic ups and downs of the AFPA-organisation, :

He clso sant me something elses the address of the newest Molbournc
membor of Operation Fantast, ons lap J. CroZier,

With the appearance of Ian Crozier AFPA was very soon transformed from
o casual group of fanzing publishers into a ficm group devoted to
sonauhat different principles = the production of semi~professional
magazines to be mapketed throuah vorious fan outlets throughout
Australia and by direct retail sales. This was Australian fan
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publishing with a vangeance.

A week or so .leter Ian Crozier waes formally introduced to the MSFG.

I remember a passing handshake and a wagus impression of smiling, .
vouthful wigour that shons wndimmed amidst the ecustomary indifference ",
of the 0ddfellows' basements Dick and I retired to our usual

cornar to discuss our plensy Dick commenting later in the svening
that, as Ilan worked as a Customs Agent he must be, in Dard
terminology, no less than an UGPU spy in the pay of the Governmant,
and we had best tread warily lest ovr nefarious activities be
discovorsd and reporteds  We had only a vague idea of what a Customs
figent actually dgid, but we wers suTe that it wasn*t a governmantal
department and, besides, he WAS in contzct with Roger and presumably
our friend was aware of his activities,

From the hsginming, Ian's influence on the Club could be felt., UWeo
were a lethargic bunch with little or no inclination to becoms
organised, Dick, Merv and I deplored this situation but hand?t the
gumption to de anything about it. This commodity was soon supplied
by flr, frozier. Hae was smooth and affable! excellent exegutive aznd
lezdership materisle Also, he was ocur senior by a number of yeaors
and we wers soon awed by his talent for organisations

It must have been the following week, when Dick and I had Bert
Chandier sweoting in o corner of tho room while we enticed him with
Perhaps 2 artwork in order to.get o promise of o contribution, that
Ian boldly entered our sphere of octivities, While Bert breathed o
sigh of relief and slunk ocut of renge, lan evinced an interest im our
proposed photo=lithed issuz, ond sventually asked if we had ever
considered using electronic stencilg?

Frankly, we had never heard of thems It was a new process, he

explained, oily jusk released. ‘Reproduction of line work without N
rosort to o clumsy stylus, The possihility of printing ha 1f~=tone

and photograhs as wells If we liked, he could get us some sanploSe s e

And he dide ANd we ware astcnished at the flexibility of ths systcm,
Not only was it cheasper but it would also allow us to print 2 much
larger magozine than we had epnvisioned, and . without the cromped

logs of the phetolith formets Even Race, who had been working all tha
time on his prpjected-Fansciént~31zed Bacchanalian, wns won over by

the process. '

There wos orly one catche. Extant duplicators zould not handle
slectronic stoncils. WYWe would hove to buy one ourselves, with Tul
ink drums so thot we couwld fool arpund with two—ccluur printinge
And 211 this would cost a cool §300%

Quite o sum - beyond what we had originally intended to outliny.
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Stiil, the way Ian put it, it would be ta our advantage in the long
riife We could buy the mschine on the never-never. and with the
meanre prafits we hoped to make from Pgrhaps and Echerline(}) and
our own enthusiastic pockeis, manage to pay for the machine in three
years, In the meantime, we could do an awful lot of publishings

I believe I have mentioned our blissful cptimism already?

We were all of us much impressed by lan's drive and enthugiasm.
Indead, such seniority was sorely needed to channel our own
enthusiasm, I don't think that any of us, then, felt like the pauns
we would eventually becomes In no time et all I was *President’ of
AFPA, a paid-up member, and plans surgsed ahead. :

Now the originel idea wos for cech AFPA member to contribute $20 to
the costs of photolithing Parhaps 2. This was rearranged so that
these moniss went towards the purchase of a Roneo 500. Roger was

in agreement = although I don't to this day know whether oz nob his
contribution was ever reimbursed, or if he ever received any Lhanks
other than my own for 2ll the many, many months he provided = steady
stream of news for Perhaps and Etherlinc.

The first issue of Etherline, as the newsletter had been called, was
run off-on the resurgent McGill's duplicator. If was semi~foolscop,
about eight pagss, and sold for five centse I dummied up the copy

and Inn cut the stencils and Mervyn cranked the handles I wasn!'t too
happy about cutting the severed stencils on my old machine and hedp't -
bounht a new ohee Ion offered to do the job and I thankfully handed
the task over to him, .

The first issus appeared in April 1953 and Hhus began a regular fort-
nightly gppecrance until 1958, when Etherlins moved to three=weakly
and then faded auaye .

The front page reed 'Edited and arranged for AFPA by Ian J. Crozier'.
This was the first indicatiom I had of Iant's plans for Eiheriinee

He wnnted it for his baby while I was free to concentrate on Perhops.
I must admit to a siight pigue at the outsst, I mean, after all,
ftherling was my idea, and I felt thot there wers o mumber of things
on which Ian and I did not see eys to sye - his gensrally derogatoTy
epinicne of fanzines, for exampls, ond his appalling gloppiness in
xuged regord to presentation. and headingsa.

But after we had talked the matter over in innumerable coffse shops
and cafes, it was generally agreed that it would be best if Ian took
gver Etheriine while I concentrated on the big plans I had for
Porhopse This I agreed to. There was no point in being greedys

Tan WAS enthusiastic and he WAS kKeen to get erncking and I WauLD
work better if I could concentrate on. one magazines, Besides, evsn 1
hod doubts of my obility to stick to the fortnightly scheduls. Ian
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had none, and was to prove his ability time and sgain, So I
relinguishad my editorship of Etnerling and thereafter supplied Ian
With the news material I received from overseas. This he combined
with a few fillers and snippets of his oun and turnad out Etherline
steadily week after weak,

But this wvague irritation persisted, There was somegthing not guite
RIGHT about the whole set-upe I couldn't understand, for instance,
why Ian continued to run the names of the overseas correspondesnts on
a frant-page block but avoided my own name in any editorial
wonnections, I assumed thet this was becauss he wished to disown
himself from the activities of those responsible for perpstrating
Pgrhaps 1, but if this was the case then it was 2 damned funny way
to carry on., There were a number of things we never suspectst about
Ian in thoge aarly dayss his ability to make friends and manipulete
people, and a rutnless attitude towards publishing fanzines uhich was
matehed only by my own,

Eifherline was'received with enthusiasm throughout Australia,

Regular parcels were forwsrded to Dave Cohen in Sydney and Jchn Gregor
in Brisbane, whers they were dished out at the weekly cr fortnightly
meetings, and o drive to establish the fanzine a0s a selling
proposition over the MepGillts counter was beoguns

Any unwise fan ccreless enough to bend near the piles of 5F at

Mervynfs pad wos soon surrounded and thrantensd with dire unhappiness
unléss hs subscribed to Etherlines, Gradually the cizgulstion increased
and, despite the snide attocks of Graham Stons, the magazine continued
to crow. ' '

With Ctherline firmly in the contrel of the great octopus, I began
work on the second issue of Porhopse For this issue ws had now
added a2 stary by Ian Crozier's country cousin which eventually had te
be re-written to clear up some inconsistenciss, nnd wans inadvertently
labglled 'by Rick Conroy' instead of 'by Rick Jordant, (Conzoy had
Jjust had o novel im puthentice) Hnarding did soms book and magazins
‘surveyse under the byline John Ditmar - a sort of house-name for Dick
and mee Qur issuve had grown to forty pagss, in two colours,

We want 2 bit haoyuwire with the electrostencils, scottering red and
black illos throughout the magozinse The sditor's inexperience was
made Tother cbviows in his pleading editorini, while Crozier took a2
smarhking erack ot Sydney fandom imr his *Viewpaintt pnge - fated to
become a festure of the growing Etherlines The reproductinn
throughout was an. improvement, though spoiled by a half-hsarted
attempt to justify the tight-hand marginse But the magazine wos
very successful with the locnl frnsa. Overgens peceptlon: wrs again
dismal = with the exception of a long letter from Walt Willis taking
exception to certain things Rog Dard had s-~id in his article, . .This
waos printed in full, together with Rog's rejoinder, in Perhaps 3.
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The general impression was of an overcrowded layout - but - with so
much terrific artwork on hand from Dick and Keith Melelland we wanted
to gqueeze in as much as possibles

I suppose (FPA's greatest folly was in the misguided idea that one -
ceuld produce magazines which would make a profit. For this Erozier
must accept the blame because the idea was his originallys. As !
never had access to the subscriptiom list of Ethgrlipe I have no way
of knowning whether this actuelly happened, or exactly how much utas
donhated by the MSFG towards the cost of Etherline. The whole
financial side was Tope Sescret. . Although we were all part of a 5
Publishing Company, we never really.had zny idea of our finsncial
cammitments, :

perhaps 2 cost = lot of money. So did Rece's Bagchanalia when it
appeared soon. after Perhapss And the duper cost o great deal,
Does anyone have o possible explanction of our survival?

My part in the schems of things wans Eo edit Perhaps and thot wos

thets It is still o mystary to me how we mannged to absorb the losses
entoiled in the production of the two major mngoziness. If-this wes
the cnse (n considerasble loss) then perhops some sense can be made

put of the paculiar events which were ta focllow.

Our *production? side took six months leavs of absence: Mervyn had

to serva-out his nationzl service in the Air Force, This left only
Ien and I ~ctive on the publishing side, os Race hnd now only a

vrgue interest. He kept tnlking nbout Baechanzlia 2, bub I dantt

think thnt gven he believed it would sver see the light of daoy. It

wns obout this time that I begen %o notice some strange behczviour

on Inn's parte Nothing drastic - just that he didn't spenk to .ma.

Yg did his bast to avoid mes Maybe I had bad breath, or perhaps he

thought I had homosexual tendencisse At any rote, hs soon. fall to

codeling Race and talking of Your' ferthcoming Bagghangliz 24 7

I wns undarstand=bly concernede I couldn't . for the 1ife of me think
of anything I had done to upset the 8ig Chief, It was now claar that

he wanted me OUT, but the reason or reasons were far from npparent.

Did he wnnt AFPA =1l to himself, or was it just that he wanted to

finish Pachaps and save some money? I¥d like to think it wes the

inttery but later events make this seem rather unlikely. =~ '

M~tters began to come ta o hend when I decided to dry up Etherline's
mzin source of news (andersont's calumn). @nd produce a more fannish
magazine while I readied the next issus of Perhapss

This was Waskebaskete My originnl idan was for a FANzine, something
ot the opposite pole from the loftily-intentioned Etherline, The
ill~fated first issue of Bastebosket was n parody of the Americnn
fanzine with sly digs nt Sydney personalitiess and - laboured a~tiempt
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at Goon-type humour, The major item was withdrawn on the advice of
the sercon Doug Nicholson, wheo said that 'This sort of thing just
vasntt proper for Australian fanst. :

I was wasaks, I apologised for departing from the Way and crdered Dave
Dochen to destroy all copies be had received for distribution.  Instead
he sant them back, and asked why.

Sultably chastened, I immediately stencilled ancther issus 1, and had
it mailed off within s weekes For material I filched from Sopsla ~hd
Star Langs, and added soms matericl by myself and other localse The
maaczine was well-received, 2nd the convention report by Bill Veney
uns perhaps the best article tc oppesr in fanzines {Aussie) for a year
0o S0, .

Several mew Sydney fanzines began o appear, but they kept ta ths tried
and trus farmzt - terribly uninepiringe. 0On. the other band, Etherling
went on from strength to strength. Therse were vogue rumeours going
around conesrning Crozier's NEW magazines Though I was o mamber of
AFPA I hadn't the faintest idea of what they were talking chout, And

I was more interested in the limeup I was assembling for Pexhaps 3

and the surprising overserns response I hod received to the monthly
Wnstabnskaet.

Crozier become more dirsct in his effrontery as time went byes Kavin
uheslnhan, o new MSFG membar, was often seen in sarnest consultztion
with the Great One, zond I
began to ssnss how the wind
was blowing.

Mervyn returned -« and almost
immedintely Crozier convened
an AFPA Court of Enquiry.
Bob MeCubbin: mediateds I was
L ) charged with producing a
WET TA®R > ' B magazine in direct competition

i 2.l B0 7 € S c.with an AFPA publicaticn}
. " 5)_ ! - e Presumably this was Wostebasket

; 1| S \7' ¥ ' 3, wherein I ran o few pages
af news along with ths usual
goonery, as well as switehing
firom quorto to semi~foonlscaps
With a smug sort of sctisfaction
Ian displnayed o copy of
Etherline in one hand and the
daspiecnble Yastebosket in the
pther for all to see. The
vardict was cbvious - and
besides, after the watere-
torture of the pravious fauw
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monthsy I wantsd outs S T
50 I was sxcommunicateds Quite nicely, -of cuurae'quﬁgmmuétd't forget
that, Poor Mervyn, he had been away from things so long he didn't
know what to believey and I think we wers all glad to get things into
the open and over with. S e S o

Crozier hadn't exactly besen sittipg still., He had loads of illos from
the British Fantasy Art Society and Keithi Mclelland was turning out a
goodly number of ;fillers. and cover drawings for Etherlina. .- . .

Croziar began receiving Fantasy Times and mainly derived his inews!
from thate He must have made some US ‘sontacts, .for.very soan reprints

from Rhcd@magnatibfqigégt;began ta. appears -

1 was left to cerry the burden of ‘my ‘own publishing. But they were
kind, So I would nat forfeit my originel $20 'entrance fee' I could
work it off by havimg my duping takem’'off ‘as credit: at $3 = roome

Perhaps 3 took care of thots it wWas a farswell issue, and the best,
The reproduction wes, by now, quite respactable and the layout .
impeccabla, A talented Sydney nan«fan named Bruce King contzributed
same Fine artwork (Jenssem having now deserted fandom for a university
caresry o8 Teported in Wagtebaogkat 3 and Satura 12) and Lyell Crans
contributed a smoothly professional -story.that uwas ta have besn
continued in the Aext issus, ~Bert Campbell:had. o lengthy piece on

tha paperbacks, Bert Chandlsr a shdrt piece of ‘his.own gnd one aof
George 0. Smith's concerning the problsms of TIFF, and there were
reprint poems by Bob Stewart ond Philip Jose Farmer as wall as the
tgiscussion? betwsen Willis and Dard, Tom Cockeroft provided a
bibliographical article” on Hobert E. Howard and Kevim Whselshan an
article on the mors improbable weapons of 5F, ably illustrated by
Bruce Kinge Scriptwriter Bruce Heron. nuthored an emotional story -
and this time therp were po book revipws,.and o poge and’a half by

me anmouncing that thareafier printed. covers would cease, -sn for as
Perhaps was concarnedy cnd thaot £ha magozine would be leafilng more
heavily om good quality fictiom and articlese Ah, what noble dreamses « »

Croziet's Top Secret magazine tinolly appesred, ‘and the threat of
pseudo;profassinnalism_reachad{fnll_qu&@:.w.appanantLy.the;uriginal
jdea was to produce a2 magazins devoted %0 Yocal fictlon, ond with

tha devastating odvertising gimmick of havimg no £itie om. the cover ~

only a whopping big - 2. -«

Instsad, when the magazims findlly sppearsd, as well as the gquestiommark
there was o Tunner olong top and bottom atitiouncing that this uas
suc " ¥ wonder -how many

issua 1, that it cost such ang such and sbce I o0
copies were sold, and what soft qf3:géeptichythisfeffbrt;recaived?

From the second issuey  Qus u:f¢qﬁ$iaﬁnd.ma$ﬁ&v af.Taprints from
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- Rhodomegnatic Diqest, but I guess Ian felt good being able to use names
like Poul Andersoen on his coverss There wera elso things like a seriss
of Dianetics articles by a local cuditor, which originally had besn
appearing in Etherline but which were moved over to Big Brother,

Kavin"WhaelaHan.mas lisﬁed as editor ~ faor ths fi:ét iasﬁe - but
Crozier actually did the worke It folded ofter fouxr or five issuag.

I wound wup with 30 axtra copieg of Porhgps 3 which were Lnadverfiently
burned o few yaars later« The rasponse had.agzin besn minimzl = in
contrast with the mail I had received on Yastebaskets. I was almest:
recdy to c&ll it a doy - sxcept for ons laost plunge. '

And that wes Tcgerrou.‘ The culminqtinn u?’fhe Austrnllﬂn Dreamt o .
semi=pro magozine of qualitx like Inside or antggtlg Worldge I had
stationary printed and circuiars circulated, I wrotz stacks of letters
tu authorse Ted Tubh =aid that 1&/- a thousand wasn't much, but I was
perfectly welcome to reprint any of his yarns. Ken Bulmer said Gea
If11 send you nlong .something and.ssee what I can dig up from the
1ac”ls. Bob Bloch sent a wery long poem which was yary funny, and just
as thlngs wara raqdy tn get under wany, gafiz struck

LEE H\RDING
Lee dossn’t tell the whole stdry.- fnn\éxample, there's
no mention of Antipodag, which was ‘piiblished aftar
Parhapss Since 1970, the AFPA Ronao 500 has ‘been in
my possessinm. (30hn Foyster)
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